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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT, NOVEMBER 5, 1985

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary ofState,
State House, Room 340, Boston, Massachusetts 02133.

Dear Secretary Connolly:

The Department of Environmental Management is pleased to
submit the following legislation for the 1986 session.

An Act to change the name and restructure the duties of the bureau
of insect pest control and provide for the care, control, and
management of the public shade tree.

An Act relative to Walden Pond State Reservation.
An Act further regulating persons engaged in the business of digging

or drilling wells.
A summary of each bill is attached for reference.
I look forward to working with Members of the General Court

during the upcoming session regarding this legislation.

Sincerely,

JAMES GUTENSOHN,

®fje CommontoealH) of iUaWatfjutfette

Commissioner.
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i. An Act to change the name and restructure the duties of
THE BUREAU OF INSECT PEST CONTROL AND PROVIDE FOR A PRO-

GRAM FOR THE CARE, CONTROL, AND MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC
SHADE TREES.

Shade trees are trees along the public ways of the Commonwealth
which play an important role in the environmental and aesthetic
quality of our communities, and consequently have economic impor-
tance as well in terms of local real estate values. Some 6.9 million shade
trees exist in the Commonwealth with an estimated value of $996
million.

Chapter 21 of the Acts of 1979 directed the Department of Environ-
mental Management to conduct a study of the shade tree resource, its
environmental and economic importance, current management of the
resource, and necessary changes needed to provide better management.

One of the Department’s recommendations under the study was to
change the name of the Bureau of Insect Pest Control to incorporate
shade trees. Shade tree management is closely associated with Insect
Pest Control, and the designated local tree warden and insect pest
supervisor in every municipality are often the same person. In perform-
ing its Insect Pest Control responsibilities, the Bureau is in regular
contact with this local officials(s), and has since the inception of the
Bureau, already been involved with local shade tree issues. The renam-
ing of the Bureau, and the authorization to administer grant program
for shade tree management, clearly identifies the Bureau as the respon-
sible coordinating state agency for shade tree management, and the
source if funds are made available from which grants may be obtained.

Since this legislation only officially adds to the Bureau ofInsect Pest
Control a function which it is already carrying out, no additional funds
or personnel are required.

LEGISLA LIVE RECOMMENDA LIONS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT.
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An Act relative to walden pond state reservation.

This bill changes the name and increases the membership of a citizen
advisory group for Walden Pond State Reservation. The restructed
and enlarged council will more adequately represent the various inter
ests at Walden. This area is an internationally important holding and
needs a broader based advisory group to adequately address all public
issues.

3. An Act further regulating persons engaged in the business
of digging or drilling wells.

It has come to our attention that local communities, in some instan-
ces, are also requiring well drillers to be registered in their community
in order to drill or dig wells. Conceivably, a driller could be required to
obtain 352 registrations in order to work statewide. The intent of the
legislation in the first instance was to license drillers on a statewide
basis, such as plumbers, electricians and other trades. This legislation
wouldclarify that if awell driller has obtained a state license, no other
licensing is required.
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