
Acts, 1954. — Chap. 528. 449

An Act providing for interlocutory reports to the Chap.52S
SUPREME judicial COURT IN CRIMINAL CASES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 278 of the General Laws is hereby amended by g. l. (Xer.

inserting after section 30 the following section: — Section ^^^^'^^^qj^^

80A. If, prior to the trial of a person in a criminal case added.

in the superior court, a question of law arises which, in the JeportsTn°'^

opinion of the presiding justice, is so important or doubtful certain
^

. V, . V .'
r ,1 • T • 1 , criminal cases,

as to require the decision of the supreme judicial court authorized.

thereon before trial, in the interest of justice, he may report

the case so far as necessary to present the question of law

arising therein; and thereupon the case shall be continued

for trial to await the decision of the supreme judicial court.

Approved June 1, 1954-

The Commonwe.\lth of Mass.^chusetts,
Executive Department, State House,

Boston, June 2, 1954.

Honorable Edward J. Cronin, Secretary of the Commonwealth,
St'ite House, Boston.

Sir: I, Christian A. Herter, by virtue of and in accordance

with the provisions of the Forty-eighth Amendment to the

Constitution, "The Referendum II, Emergency Measure",
do declare that in my opinion, the immediate preservation

of the pubhc convenience requires that the law passed on
the first day of June in the year one thousand nine hundred
and fifty-four, being Chapter 528 of the Acts of 1954 en-

titled, "An Act Providing for Interlocutory Reports to the

Supreme Judicial Court in Criminal Cases", should take

effect forthwith and that it is an emergency law, and that

facts constituting the emergency are as follows:

If this legislation does not become effective immediately,

it will delay the reporting of matters now pending in our
Criminal Courts which can be assignable for trial in Septem-
ber of the current year instead of being tried in January of

next year.

Very truly yours.

Christian A. Herter,
Governor of the Commonwealth.

Office of the Secretary, Boston, June 2, 1954.

I, Edward J. Cronin, Secretary of the Commonwealth,
hereby certify that the accompanying statement was filed

in this office by His Excellency the Governor of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts at eleven o'clock and forty minutes,

A.M., on the above date, and in accordance with Article

Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Constitution said

chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter five hundred
and twenty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-

four.

Edward J. Cronin,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.


