
No. 405HOUSE

*

*

By Mr. Travis of Rehoboth, petition of Philip Travis for legislation
to create automated resource sharing networks for certain libraries in
the Commonwealth. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six.

An Act creating automated resource sharing networks for

LIBRARIES IN MASSACHUSETTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. It is hereby found and declared that: The public
2 libraries of the Commonwealth perform an important govern-
-3 mental function and serve a great public need in providing
4 resources for education, cultural development, recreation and
5 learning for residents of the Commonwealth thereby contributing
6 to the maintenance of a democratic society and enrichment of life
7 in the Commonwealth. This service is presently limited by the
8 extent of the resources of each library, the ability of library patrons
9 easily to locate the materials they wish and of library staff to

10 maintain current control over the collections of libraries and the
1 1 cumbersome and inadequate means presently available for the
12 sharing of resources among libraries.
13 Developments in the field of automation make possible major
14 improvements in resource sharing among libraries, in providing
15 patrons with prompt and easy access to the collections not only of
16 a particular library but also of all libraries utilizing an automated
17 network and in providing library staff with better control of
18 collections, the ability to furnish wanted materials in a timely
19 fashion and the ability to extend the availability of materials to
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20 patrons by permitting coordination among libraries of purchase of
21 items for their collections rather than additional expenditures for
22 purchasing by each library.
23 These developments also permit access for citizens of the
24 Commonwealth to the resources of libraries in public schools and
25 institutions of higher education and of non-public institutions
26 which elect to participate in an automated resource sharing
27 network.
28 To take advantage of these developments and perform the
29 governmental functions and serve the public need hereby found
30 and declared to exist means must be provided for the establish-
-31 ment of automated resource sharing networks by which public
32 libraries may effectively share their resources, improve patron
33 access to their collections and enhance control over their codec-
-34 tions and by which the citizens of the Commonwealth may have
35 access to the resources of libraries of public schools and institu-
-36 tions of higher education and of non-public institutions. There-

37 fore, it is in the public interest and the performance of an
38 important governmental function to promote the general educa-
-39 tion, opportunities for self-enrichment and learning ofall citizens,
40 and thereby the general welfare, to provide for the establishment
41 of automated resource sharing networks to carry out such
42 purposes.
43 It is therefore expressly declared that the provisions of sections
44 thirty-five through forty-seven, inclusive, of chapter seventy-eight
45 of the General Laws as inserted by section two of this act, the
46 establishment ofautomated resource sharing networks thereunder
47 and the powers thereby conferred upon such networks constitute
48 the performance ofa necessary governmental function and serve a
49 public purpose for which public money may be expended.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter seventy-eight of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting the following sections thirty-five
3 through forty-seven, inclusive:
4 Section 35. As used in sections thirty-five through forty-seven.
5 inclusive, the following words and phrases shall, unless the context
6 otherwise requires, have the following meanings:
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“Board”, the board of library commissioners established by
section fourteen.

7
8
9 “Fiscal year”, the twelve-month period specified by law as the

fiscal year for Massachusetts cities and towns.10
“Governing body”, the board of selectmen of a town, the mayor

and city council, or body having equivalent powers, of a city, the
district school committee in the case of a school district organized
under or having powers provided in sections sixteen through
sixteen H of chapter seventy-one, the board of trustees in the case
of a community college, college or university established under the
General Laws, or the person or body having the power to make
binding commitments on behalf of a non-public institution.

11
12
13

*' 4
* 15

16
17
18

“Governmental library”, the library of a public elementary or
secondary school or junior college or of a community college,
college or university established under the General Laws.

19
20
21
9? “Governmental unit”, in the case of a public municipal elemen-

tary or secondary school or junior college the city or town in which
such school or college is located; in the case of a public district
school, the school district; in the case of a community college,
college or university, such community college, college or univer-
sity.

23
24
25
26
27

“Institution”, an entity other than a municipality or a govern-
mental unit.

28
29

“Institutional library”, a library of an institution.30
“Library director”, the principal professional administrator of

any library serving under and responsible to the trustees thereof.
31
32

“Network”, an automated resource sharing library network
established under section forty.

33

34
“Network committee”, the automated resource sharing library

network committee established under section forty-two as having
the powers, duties and liabilities of the network.

35
36
37

“Planning committee”, the automated resource sharing library
network planning committee established under section thirty-six.

38
#39

“Public library”, a library of a municipality and meeting
standards (1), (2) and (6) specified in section nineteen B.

40
41
42 “Trustees”, the body having the powers set forth in section

eleven as to any public library or the body or person having
equivalent powers as to any governmental or institutional library.

43
44
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45 Section 36. The trustees of any public library may appoint one
of their number or the library director as a member of an
automated resource sharing library network planning committee.
The planning committee shallbe composed of municipal members
so appointed by the trustes of public libraries which wish to join in
the planning of a network and of other members, if any, appointed
as hereinafter provided. The board shall determine the numberand
location of public libraries joining in planning aparticular network
to the end that networks shall exist in areas of reasonable size and
include public libraries of suitable compatibility and that the net-
works may be interconnected to serve large areas. If the board shall
determine that it would be in the best interests of the public libraries
planning a network and of the public served by them that one or
more governmental or institutional libraries located in one or more
of the municipalities within the geographical area of the proposed
network participate in the network, the trustees of each such gov-
ernmental or institutional library may appoint one of their number
or the library director as a member of the planning committee, The
trustees of a public library participating in a planning committee
may commit to expend and expend in any fiscal year from funds
appropriated for the support of the public library or otherwise
available for thepurpose an amount of the expenses of the planning
committee not in excess of two per centum of the amount appro-
priated for the support of such library in such year. Each govern-
mental unit and institution the governmental or institutional li-
brary of which is represented on the planning committee shall
commit to expend in any fiscal year for the expenses of the planning
committee an amount which the board may fix based upon (I) the
quantity ofservice which the library of such governmental unit or
institution may be expected, in the opinion of the board, toreceive
from the proposed network and (2) the contribution which inclu-
sion of the resources of such library in the proposed network may
in the opinion of the board make to the service the proposed
work will be able to provide public libraries to be served by the
proposed network; provided that no such amount shall be less than
the smallest nor more than the largest amount committed by the
trustees of a public library in the planning committee to beexpend-
ed for the expenses of the planning committee. Amounts to be ex-
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83 pended by a municipality a governmental library of which is repre-
84 sented on a planning committee shall be expended by the school
85 committee of such municipality from funds appropriated for the
86 support of the public schools or otherwise available to such com-
87 mittee for the purpose.
88 Section 37. The planning committee shall organize by the
89 election of a chairman and a secretary-treasurer. The planning
90 committee shall study the advisability of establishing a network,
91 its organization, operation and control, and of providing, main-
92 taining and operating the facilities to serve the needs of such
93 network; shall estimate the acquisition, construction and operating
94 costs thereof; shall investigate the methods of financing such
95 facilities and any other matters pertaining to the organization and
96 operation of a network; and shall submit a report of its findings
97 and recommendations to the board, the trustees of each library
98 proposed to be included or to participate in the network and the
99 governing bodies of the municipalities, other governmental units

100 and institutions having such libraries. The planning committee
101 shall consult with the board in conducting its studies and
102 developing its findings and recommendations. The planning
103 committee may at any time or from time to time requisition from
104 the trustees of libraries represented on the planning committee
105 funds to pay obligations incurred, or obligations expected to be
106 incurred, by the planning committee for its expenses, provided,
107 that if the requisition is for less than the entire amount committed
108 by the trustees of any library for any fiscal year, the requisition
109 from the trustees of each library shall be proportional to the com-
110 mitment of such trustees, provided further that the commitment by
111 the trustees ofany library shall not be increased or revised over the
112 initial commitment, and provided further that upon delivery of its
113 report and recommendations the planning committee shall account
114 to the trustees of the various libraries for its expenditures and remit
115 any unexpended balance of amounts therefore requisitioned.
116 The planning committee may recommend that there shall be
I 17 established a network which may serve all the public libraries rep-
118 resented by its municipal membership, and which may provide for
119 participation by the governmental and institutional libraries repre-
-120 sented by its other membership, or, alternatively, any specified
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121 combination of such public libraries and such other libraries. If the
planning committee so recommends, it shall submit a proposed
agreement or agreements setting forth as to each alternative rec-
ommendation, if such be made, the following;

122
123
124
125 (a) The number, composition, method of selection and terms of

office of the municipal members and other membersof the network
committee, the municipal members to be persons selected as repre-
sentatives of the municipalities voting to establish the network as
provided in section forty and the other members to be representa-
tives of governmental units and institutions, libraries of which may
participate in the network.

126
127
128
129
130
131
132 (b) The general location where the central facilities of the

network should be located.133
134 (c) The type of facilities to be provided by the network
135 (d) The basis upon which and the extent to which governmental

and institutional libraries may participate in the network so as to
establish and maintain the status of the network as provided in
section forty-one.

136
137
138
139 (e) The method of apportioning the expenses of the network

and the method of apportioning the costs of acquisition, con-
struction and initially equipping network facilities, including any
interest and retirement of principal of any bonds or other
obligations to be issued by the network, among the several
municipalities libraries of which are included in the network and
any governmental units and institutions, if any, having govern-
mental or institutional libraries which participate in the network,
and the time and manner of payment of the shares of such
municipalities, governmental units and institutions of any such
expense.

140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150 (f) The terms upon which any public library may be admitted to

or separated from the network and the terms upon which any
governmental or institutional library may participate in the net-
work.

151
152
153
154 (g) The method by which the agreement may be amended
155 (h) The detailed procedure for the preparation and adoption of

any annual budget.156
157 (i) The names or number or both, as the case may be, of the

muncipalities acceptance by which pursuant to section forty shall158
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be required to cause the agreement to become effective and the
network to be established.

159
160

(j) The method of and requirements for voting by the municipal
members and other members of the network committee, provided
that the agreement shall require that any vote by the network
committee adopting a budget, authorizing the incurring of debt or
authorizing any undertaking which may result in the obligation of
a municipality to make a payment to the network shall be adopted
by a vote including the affirmative vote of not less than a majority
of the votes entitled to be cast by members.

161
162
163
164
165
166

* 167
*l6B

(k) Any other matters, not incompatible with law, which the
planning committee may deem advisable.

169
170

Copies of such agreement shall be submitted to the board and, if
approved by the board, to the trustees of the libraries proposed to
be included or to participate in the network and to the governing
bodies of the municipalities, other governmental units and insti-
tutions libraries of which are to be included or participate in the
network for their acceptance.

171
172
173
174
175
176

Section 38. The agreement proposed under section thirty-
seven, or any amendment to such an agreement, may contain
provisions authorizing any municipality the public library of
which is included in the network to sell, lease or grant a license to
use any building and any land appurtenant thereto or used in
connection therewith to the network, and any such municipality
may authorize such sale, lease or license accordingly, notwith-
standing the provisions of section three of chapter forty or any
other provisions of law to the contrary. In case of a sale, the price
and time or times of payment and the method by which the
municipalities, other governmental units and institutions libraries
of which are included or participate in the network, other than the
selling municipality, shall be assessed for such payment shall be set
forth in the agreement or amendment; but in no case shall
payments be made which shall extend over a period in excess of
twenty years. In the case of a lease or license to use, the rental or
license fee and terms of payment and assessment shall be set forth
in the agreement or amendment. The lease or license to use may be
for a term or period not in excess of twenty years and may contain
provisions for the extension of the lease or license to use for addi-
tional terms or periods not in excess of twenty years, at the option of
the network committee.

177
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Section 39. The agreement proposed under section thirty-
seven, or any amendmentto such an agreement, shall provide that
the incurring of indebtednessby the network shall be approved by
the municipalities libraries of which are included in the network
pursuant to the provisions of clause (d) of section forty-one.

199
200
201
202
203

Section 40. The governing bodies of each of the municipalities
public libraries of which are proposed to be included in the
network shall, uponreceipt of the recommendation that a network
should be formed, and of a proposed agreement therefor sub-
mitted in accordance with the provisions of sections thirty-six
through thirty-nine, inclusive, or otherwise, in the form and with
the approval required by said sections determine whether such
municipality shall accept the provisions of sections thirty-five
through forty-seven, inclusive, and the proposed agreement. The
governing bodies of each of the governmental units, other than
municipalities, and institutions libraries of which are proposed to
participate in the network shall, upon receipt of said materials,
determine whether such governmental unit or institution shall
accept the said agreement.

204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217

If the governing bodies of the municipalities or number thereof,
as the case may be, specified in the agreement shall vote in the
affirmative, said sections thirty-five through forty-seven, inclusive,
shall become effective as to such municipalities and the proposed
network shall be deemed to be established forthwith in accordance
with the terms of the agreement so adopted notwithstanding any
defect or omission in the creation or organization of any planning
committee. Unless the proposed agreement shall otherwise pro-
vide, acceptance by the governing body of any governmental unit
or institution the governmental or institutional library of which is
proposed to participate on the network shall not be necessary to
cause the network to be established; failure of acceptance by any
such governing body shall exclude such library from such
participation.

218
219
220
221
99?

223

224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231

Section 41. An automated resource sharing library network
established under the provisions of the preceding section shall be a
body politic and corporate and shall be deemed a public instru-
mentality performing an essential governmental function with the
following powers and duties;

232
233
234
235

236
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237 (a) To adopt a name and a corporate seal, and the engraved or
printed facsimile of such seal on a bond or note of the network
shall have the same validity and effect as though such seal were
impressed thereon.

238
239
240
241 (b) To sue and be sued, but only to the same extent and upon

the same conditions that a municipality may sue or be sued.242
243 (c) To acquire property, at any location, within the Common-

wealth, under the provisions of chapter seventy-nine and section
fourteen of chapter forty for the purposes of the network and to
construct, reconstruct, add to, remodel, make extraordinary
repairs to, equip, organize and operate buildings, structures,
improvements and facilities, including but not limited to computer
hardware and software, for the benefit of the libraries included in
the network, and of any participating libraries and other libraries
as approved by the board in the case of any interconnection of
networks, and to make any necessary contracts in relation thereto;
provided, however, thatnone of the foregoing shall be undertaken
except in accordance with a plan, which may include but not be
limited to capability and performance specifications, approved by
the board, and provided further, that if the undertaking of any of
the foregoing will require the network to incur debt, the incurring
of such debt shall be authorized as provided in clause (d).

244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253

254
255
256
257
258
259 (d) To incur debt for the purpose of acquiring land and

constructing, reconstructing, adding to, and equipping a building
or buildings and related improvements for a term not exceeding
twenty years; or for the purpose of remodeling and making extra-
ordinaryrepairs to a building or buildings for a term not exceeding
ten years; and for the purpose of purchasing equipment, for a term
not exceeding five years; provided, however, thatany indebtedness
so incurred shallbe for a purpose approved by the board and shall
not exceed an amount approved by the board and by the
emergency finance board established under chapter forty-nine of
the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three; and provided,
further, that written notice of the amount of the debt and of the
general purposes for which it was authorized shall have been given
by the network committee to the governing bodies of each of the
municipalities libraries of which are included in the network not
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274 later than seven days after the date on which said debt was
authorized by the network committee; and no debt may be
incurred until theexpiration of ninety days from the date on which
said debt was so authorized and unless prior to the expiration of
said period each municipality a library of which is included in the
network shall approve the amount of debt authorized by the
network committee, which approval shall be expressed in the case
of a town as provided in the next following paragraph and in the
case of a city by vote of the governing body thereof. If the said debt
is not approved the network committee may prepare another
proposal which may be the same as any prior proposal and an
authorization to incur debt therefor.

275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285

The approval by a town shall be expressed by the affirmative
vote of a majority of theregistered voters of the town voting on the
question at an election called and held pursuant to the following
provisions. The election shall be called by a warrant addressed to
the registered voters in each town and signed by a majority of the
members of the network committee which shall set forth the date
of the election, the polling place or places in each town, the hours
during which the polls are to be open and the question which is to
appear upon the ballot. Notice of the election shall be given by
posting a copy of the warrant attested by the secretary of the
committee in at least one public place in such town and by
publishing a copy thereof at least once in a newspaper of general
circulation in the network, said posting and publishing to occur at
least ten days before said election. A certificate of the secretary
shall be conclusive evidence that the warrant was duly posted and
published. The network committee shall be responsible for
preparing the ballots used at the election. The town clerk of each
town shall certify the results of the election to the network
committee. In the case of an election which in the judgment of the
network committee must be conducted on a date unrelated to the
dates of town meetings for the election of town officers, (a) the
number and location of the polling place, or places, in each town
shall be determined by the network committee after consultation
with the selectmen thereof, and (b) the hours during which all the
polls in the towns libraries of which are included in the network
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299
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303
304
305
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308
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shall be uniform in all such towns and shall be not less than four nor
more than eight consecutive hours. Except as provided herein the
election shall be conducted in each town in the same manner and at
the same time as the town meeting for the election of officers of
such town. The expenses of the election shall be paid by the
network as an operating expense of the network; and if provision
for their payment is not included in the budget for the year in
which they are incurred, the network committee may use any
available funds of the network or may transfer the sums required
from appropriations included in the budget.

311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320

(e) To issue bonds and notes in the name and upon the full faith
and credit of said network; said bonds or notes shall be signed by
the chairman and treasurer of the network committee, except that
said chairman by a writing bearing the written signature of the
chairman and filed in the office of said treasurer, which writing
shall be open to public inspection, may authorize said treasurer to
cause to be engraved or printed on said bonds or notes a facsimile
of said chairman’s written signature, and each issue of bond or
notes shall be a separate loan.

321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329

(f) To receive and disburse funds for any network purpose.330
(g) To incur temporary debt in anticipation of revenue to be

received from any source.
331
332

(h) To assess municipalities, other governmental units and
institutions libraries of which are included or participate in the
network for any expenses of the network.

333
334
335

(i) To receive from any source any grants or gifts for the
purposes of the network.

336
?37

(j) To engage legal counsel.338
(k) To submit an annual report to each of the muncipalities,

other governmental units and institutions libraries of which are
included or participate in the network, and to the board, such
report to contain a detailed financial statement, and a statement
showing the method by which the annual charges assessed against
each such municipality, other governmental unit and institution
were computed, together with such additional information relat-
ing to the operation and maintenance of the network as may be
deemed necessary by the network committee, by the governing

339
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343
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347
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348 body of any such municipality or by the board.
(1) To employ necessary personnel and fix their compensation,

within limits of the budget approved as provided in section forty-
three, and duties.

349
350
351
352 (m) To adopt an annual budget for the next fiscal year, as

provided in section forty-three, no later than forty-five days prior
to the earliest date on which the business session of the annual
town meeting of any town a public library of which is included in
the network is to be held or on which the first session of the
governing body of acity a public library of which is included in the
network is to be held to consider the budget of said city but not
later than the last day of February.

353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360 (n) To lease, or lease with an option to purchase, equipment.

Such leases may be made for periods not exceeding five years.361
362 (o) To lease land and buildings. Unless made as provided in

section thirty-eight, such leases may be made for periods not
exceeding five years.

363
364

Section 42. The powers and duties of a network shall be vested
in and exercised by an automated resource sharing library network
committee organized in accordance with the agreement. The net-
work committee shall choose a chairman and a vice chairman by
ballot from its membership. The vice chairman shall, in the
absence of the chairman, exercise the powers and perform the
duties of the chairman. The network committee shall appoint a
secretary and a treasurer who may be the same person, but who
need not be members of the network committee. The treasurer
shall receive and take charge of all money belonging to the net-
work and shall pay any bill of the network which shall have been
approved by the network committee. The network committee may
appoint an assistant treasurer who need not be a member of the
network committee, and who shall, in the absence of the treasurer,
perform the duties of the treasurer and shall have the powers and
be subject to the requirements and penalties applicable to the
treasurer. The treasurer and assistant treasurer may, by vote of the
network committee, be compensated for their services; provided,
however, that if the treasurer or assistant treasurer is a member of
the network committee such officer shall not be compensated for

365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
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375
376
377
378
379
380
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385 services as such officer. The treasurer and assistant treasurer of the
386 network shall be subject to the provisions of sections thirty-five
387 and fifty-two and one hundred and nine Aofchapter forty-one, to
388 the extent applicable. Participation by a municipal member or
389 other member of the network committee in action of the committee
390 affecting a library of the municipality, other governmental unit or
391 institution which such municipal member or other member repre-
-392 sents shall not, because of such representation, be deemed a viola-
-393 tion of chapter two hundred sixty-eight A. If the office of secretary
394 is vacant or if the secretary is absent or is unable to perform the
395 duties of the position because of disability, the network committee
396 may appoint a temporary secretary to hold such an office and
397 exercise the powers and perform the duties thereof until a secretary
398 is duly appointed or the secretary who was disabled or absent
399 resumes such duties.
400 Section 43. The network committee shall annually determine,
401 subject to section twenty A of chapter fifty-nine, as the annual
402 budget for the next fiscal year, by a two-thirds vote of the entire
403 number of the members of the network committee, the amounts
404 necessary to be raised to maintain and operate the network during
405 such fiscal year, and amounts required for payment of debt and
406 interest incurred by the network which will be due in said year.
407 The annual budget as adopted by the committee shall require the
408 approval of two-thirds of the governing bodies of the several
409 municipalities public libraries of which are included in the
410 network.
411 In the event that, and as often as, the annual budget does not
412 receive such approval the network committee shall reconsider said
413 budget and within twenty days after disapproval by more than
414 one-third of the municipalities determine and adopt a reconsid-
-415 ered budget for approval in accordance with this section. The
416 network committee shall apportion the annual budget as approved
417 among the several municipalities, other governmental units and
418 institutions libraries of which are included or participate in the
419 network in accordance with the terms of the agreement. The
420 amounts so apportioned shall be certified by the treasurer to the
421 treasurers of the several municipalities, other governmental units
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and institutions within twenty days from the date on which the
annual budget is approved, but not later than April thirtieth, and
shall be paid in accordance with the terms of the agreement.

422
423
424
425
426
427

At any time after the adoption of the annual budget, the
network committee may reduce the amount to be raised by
assessment to the several municipalities, other governmental units
and institutions and reapportion the reduced amount in accord-
ance with the terms of the agreement for apportionment of costs.
The network treasurer shall recertify the amounts reapportioned
to the treasurers of the several municipalities, other governmental
units and institutions within thirty days after the date on which the
network committee votes to reduce the annual budget. If the
recertification is made after a municipality shall have appropriated
funds in accordance with the initial certification but before the
annual assessment of taxes has been made, the municipal assessors
shall include only the amount so recertified in making the annual
assessment oftaxes under the provisions ofsection twenty-three of
chapter fifty-nine.

428
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434
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438
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Section 44. The director of accounts in the department of
corporations and taxation shall annually cause an audit to be
made of the accounts of the network committee, and for this
purpose the director, and the duly accredited agents of the
director, shall have access to all necessary papers, books and
records. Upon the completion of each audit, a report thereon shall
be made to the chairman of the network committee, and copies
thereof shall be sent to the board, the trustees of the libraries
included or participating in the network and the governing bodies
of the municipalities, governmental units and institutions having
such libraries. The director shall apportion the cost of such audit
among such municipalities, other governmental units and institu-
tions on the basis provided by section forty-three and shall submit
the amount of each apportionment to a municipality to the state
treasurer, who shall issue his warrant requiring the assessors of
such municipality to assess a tax in the apportioned amount, and
such amounts shall be collected and paid to the state treasurer as
provided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine. The director shall
submit to the network treasurer the amount of each apportion-
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459 ment to a governmental unit other than a municipality and to an
460 institution and the network treasurer shall certify each such
461 apportionment to such governmental unit and institution which
462 shall pay the same to the state.
463 Section 45. No municipality or governmental unit the library
464 of which is included or participates in a network shall be liable for
465 any obligation imposed on any other such municipality or
466 governmental unit by authority of sections thirty-five through

‘Jg 467 forty-seven, inclusive, or of any agreement thereunder, any other
468 provisions of law to the contrary notwithstanding.
469 Section 46. The members of the emergency finance board when
470 acting under section forty-one shall receive from the Common-
-47 I wealth compensation to the same extent as provided under chapter
472 three hundred and sixty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
473 thirty-three, as amended, including chapter seventy-four of the
474 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five.
475 Section 47. If any provisions of section thirty-five through
476 forty-six, inclusive, or the application of such provision to any
477 person or circumstances, shall be held invalid, the remainder of
478 said sections and the application of such provisions to persons or
479 circumstances other than those as to which it is held invalid, shall
480 not be affected thereby.

1 SECTION 3. Section one of chapter thirty-two of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting in the paragraph thereof
3 defining the term “employee” the following new second sentence,
4 namely: —As used in this chapter the term political subdivision
5 shall include an automated resource sharing library network
6 established under section forty of chapter seventy-eight.

1 SECTION 4. Section two of said chapter thirty-two is hereby
2 amended by inserting in the second sentence of the first paragraph
3 thereof after the words “or of the Boston Area Authority” the
4 following: —or of an automated resource sharing library network
5 established under section forty of chapter seventy-eight.
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