
HOUSE No. 747
By Mr. Collaro of Worcester, petition of Andrew Collaro for legisla-

tion to eliminate the requirement for judicial approval of expenses
incurred by district attorneys. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

An Act to eliminate the requirement for judicial approval of
EXPENSES INCURRED BY DISTRICT ATTORNEYS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 20 of Chapter 12, as most recently
2 amended by Chapter 399 of the Acts of 1984, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out Section 20 and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section;

Section 20. The district attorneys may each employ assistant
6 district attorneys, special assistant district attorneys and legal
7 assistants. The amount of compensation subject to appropriation8 shall be determined by the district attorney, provided that legal9 assistants and assistant district attorneys devote their entire time

10 to their duties and do not engage either directly or indirectly in
I I the private practice of law, said compensation for part time12 legal assistants shall in no instance exceed $ 10,000 dollars annually.13 Such compensation shall be paid subject to appropriation, by14 the Commonwealth upon the presentation of bills approved15 by the district attorney. In matters connected with the work for16 which he is employed a legal assistant, or special assistant district17 attorney shall have all the powers and authority of an assistant1° district attorney.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 12 is hereby further amended by2 striking out section 25 A and inserting in place thereof the follow--3 mg section:
4 Section 25. Money to be used for necessary expenses to be5 incurred in the performance of the duties of a district attorney in6 relation to any investigation or proceeding in any county in hisdistrict shall be advanced to him by the treasurer of the Common-
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8 wealth, or placed to his credit for advance under his discretion to
persons designated by to his credit for advance under his discretion

10 to persons designated by him, upon the presentation of a certifi-
11 cate signed by him certifying that the amount is necessary for use
12 as aforesaid. Every sum to be advanced shall be accounted for by the
13 said district attorney in the manner provided for under section 24
14 of this chapter for approving bills incurred by district attorneys
15 provided that all sums so advanced by the treasurer during any
16 fiscal year shall be accounted for, and any unexpended balances
17 thereof be repaid to said treasurer prior to July tenth next follow-
18 ing the close of said fiscal year.

SECTION 3. Section 1 of Chapter 29A of the General Laws, as
most recently amended is hereby further amended by striking out
the second sentence and inserting in place thereof the following;
The operation of the registry of deeds and office of an assistant
recorder of the land court in connection therewith and the district
attorneys’ offices shall not constitute a court operation.
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SECTION 4. Section 1 of said chapter 29A is hereby further
amended by striking out the third sentence, and inserting in place
thereof the following sentence: As used in this chapter and
notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, “costs of main-
tenance and operation of thejudicial branch”shall include all costs
and expenses related to the operation of the supreme judicial
court, the appeals court, the trial court and its departments and
divisions, law libraries, registers of probate, clerk offices and
expenses incurred for assignment by the court of counsel as the
court determines, and without limiting the generality of the fore-
going shall also include all salaries of probation and court officers
and other persons employed in such courts, offices and places, but

in no event shall costs include any costs or expenses related to the
registries of deeds, sheriff’s offices, county jails or county houses of
correction, except as provided by law.
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SECTION 5. Said Section 1 of said chapter 29A is hereby

further amended by inserting after the second sentence the follow-
ing two sentences: the costs of the district attorneys’offices shall
be borne by the Commonwealth.
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