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G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 149,
new § 44E,
added.

Enforcement
powers of

department.

4. Bank reference.

Note. — The sub-bidder may add the following information in filing

copy of his bid with the awarding authority. If such information is

not so submitted, it shall be understood that his proposal is available
for use with whatever general contractor is selected.

The above proposal is being sent to the following general bidders:

The proposal may not be used by any other general contractor
without the consent of the undersigned.

Date

(Name of Firm)
By

(Title)

(Business Address)

(City and State)

Note. — If the bidder is a corporation, indicate state of incorporation
under signature, and afiix corporate seal; if a partnership, give full

names and residential addresses of all partners; and if an individual,

give residential address if different from business address.

Section 4. Said chapter 149 is hereby further amended
by inserting after section 44D, added by chapter 480 of

the acts of 1939, the following section:— Section 44^. The
department shall enforce sections forty-four A to forty-

four D, inclusive, and shall have all necessary powers to re-

quire compliance therewith, including proceedings in the

superior court to restrain the awarding and performance of

all contracts covered by said sections.

Section 5. This act shall not apply to any contract

awarded pursuant to any invitation for bids issued on or

before the date it takes effect, or to any persons or bonds in

respect of any such contract. Approved June 10, 1954.

Chap.Q4:6 An Act relative to the care and protection of chil-

dren, and relative to the advisory board of the de-
partment OF public welfare.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.\ 119,

§§ 1-51, etc.,

stricken out
and §§ 1-39,
inserted.

Declaration
of policy.

Purpose of
chapter.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out sections 1 to 51, inclusive, as

amended, and inserting in place thereof the following thirty-

nine sections: — Section 1. It is hereby declared to be the

policy of this commonwealth to direct its efforts, first, to

the strengthening and encouragement of family life for the

protection and care of children; to assist and encourage the

use by any family of all available resources to this end; and
to provide substitute care of children only when the family

itself or the resources available to the family are unable to

provide the necessary care and protection to insure the

rights of any child to sound health and normal physical,

mental, spiritual and moral development.
The purpose of this chapter is to insure that the children

of the commonwealth are protected against the harmful
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effects resulting from the absence, inability, inadequacy or

destructive behavior of parents or parent substitutes, and to

assure good substitute parental care in the event of the ab-
sence, temporary or permanent inability or unfitness of

parents to provide care and protection for their children

This chapter shall not apply to a private school furnishing

board and lodging to pupils and approved as provided in

section one of chapter seventy-six, or to camps conducted
for children during the summer months.

Section 2. Sections one to thirty-nine, inclusive, shall be Liberal con-

liberally construed to accompHsh the purposes sought. required!

Section 3. The following words and phrases when used in

sections one to thirty-nine, inclusive, shall, unless the con
text otherwise requires, be construed as follows :

—
"Department", shall mean the department of public wel- Definitions.

fare.

"Division", shall mean the division of child guardianship
of the department of pubhc welfare.

"Parent", means mother or father, unless specified parent

as defined under section one of chapter one hundred and
eighteen.

"Advisory Board", means the department advisory board.

"Custody", shall include the following powers: — (1) to

determine the child's place of abode, medical care and edu-
cation; (2) to control visits to the child; (3) to consent to

enlistments, marriages and other contracts otherwise re-

quiring parental consent. In the event that the parent or

guardian shall object to the carrying out of any power con-

ferred by this paragraph, said parent or guardian may make
application to the committing court and said court shall re-

view and make an order on the matter.

"Evidence", shall be admissible according to the rules

of the common law and the General Laws and may include

reports to the court by any person who has made an investi-

gation of the facts relating to the welfare of the child and
is qualified as an expert according to the rules of the common
law or by statute or is an agent of the department or of an
approved charitable corporation or agency substantially

engaged in the foster care or protection of children. Such
person may file with the court in a proceeding under said

sections a report in full of all the facts obtained as a result

of such investigation. The person reporting may be called

as a witness by any party for examination as to the state-

ments made in the report. Such examination shall be con-

ducted as though it were on cross-examination.

Section 4. Any person, other than a relative by blood or Maintenance

marriage, who, for hire, gain or reward, receives or has under
entlost'e^r'^'^'

his care or control any child under sixteen years of age, of ^^j^^j.^^""

whom he is not the legal guardian, for purposes of giving when deemed.

such child a home, or for board or for adoption, shall be
deemed to maintain an independent foster home for children,

unless such child was placed in his care by the department,
or a pubhc or private social agency which has been author-
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ized by the department to place children under sections four-

teen to twenty-two, inclusive. Within two days after re-

ceiving such a child, such persons shall give written notice

to the department of the date and the terms upon which
such child was received, with the name, age and birthplace

of the child, name and address of its parents, and the name
and address and relationship of the person from whom the

child was received. Within two days after the discharge or

adoption of such a child, the person shall give written notice

to the department in the form prescribed by the department.

Section 5. No person shall maintain an independent

foster home for children unless such person has been issued

a permit therefor by the department. The notice to the de-

partment required under section four shall be deemed to be
an application for such a permit. The department shall issue

a permit to any person whom it finds suitable to maintain a

foster home for children, and may revoke the same upon
violation of any provision of this chapter or any of the rules

and regulations of the department relative to maintaining

an independent foster home or for failure properly to pro-

vide for a child in his care; provided, however, that such

person shall have the right of appeal to a district court from
the ruling or decision of said department.

Section 6. No person other than a parent, as defined in

section one of chapter one hundred and eighteen, shall place

any child under sixteen years of age of whom he is not the

legal guardian in the care or control of any other person not

related to such child by blood or marriage for purposes of

giving such child a home, or for board, or for adoption.

Whenever a parent or legal guardian of such a child places

the child under the care or control of another person not re-

lated by blood or marriage to the child for hire, gain or re-

ward, written notice to the department shall be given

within two days thereafter of the date and terms upon
which such child was placed, with the name, age and birth-

place of the child, name and address of its parents, and the

name and address of the person with whom the child was
placed; and, upon request of the department, shall give

further information and render such further reports as may
be required concerning such child. This section shall not

apply to the placement of children by the department or

any public or private agency authorized by the department
to place children under sections fourteen to twenty-two,

inclusive.

Section 7. A person receiving or placing a child for

board, or for giving it a home, or for adoption as described

in sections one to six, inclusive, shall give true answers, so

far as his knowledge extends, and upon any prosecution, a

defendant who relies in defence upon the relationship of any
said child to himself shall have the burden of proof thereof.

Section 8. The department may visit any independent

foster home for children and shall visit at least annually any
home where two or more unrelated children are boarded for
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financial consideration. Upon receipt of notice or any in-

formation of the placement or reception of a child described
in sections one to seven, inclusive, an agent of the depart-
ment may enter without actual force any building or room
where such cliild is sheltered and maintained, and may in-

vestigate the case and make such recommendations as are

deemed expedient.

Section 9. An agent may be authorized by the depart-
de^'^^r'tme^nt^

ment to remove such child to its care if in its judgment the in certain

welfare of the child or its protection from neglect or abuse
'"'^®^'

so require. An agent who is refused such entry, or who is

hindered in the removal of such child, may make complaint,
on oath, to a justice of the court having jurisdiction, who
may thereupon issue a warrant authorizing him to obtain
sufficient aid, and at any reasonable time enter the building

designated, and any part thereof, to investigate the treat-

ment and condition of a child found there and to remove
such child as herein provided. The department shall take
such child temporarily into its care and forthwith notify

the child's parent or legal guardian, and shall, upon re-

quest, discharge such child to its parent or legal guardian.

If the parent or legal guardian is unable or refuses to make
suitable provisions for the child, the department shall make
lawful provisions for its care under section twenty-three or

twenty-four.

Section 10. The department, upon being authorized by Same subject.

a court of competent jurisdiction and subject to revocation
of such authority, may notify any person to whom a permit
has been refused, or whose permit has been revoked, or from
whose care a child has been removed, that no child of which
he is not the legal guardian shall be received or maintained
by him even for a temporary period without specific written

authorization by the department.
Section 11. No person shall cause to be pubhshed in a Publication

newspaper circulated in the commonwealth an advertise- menlTeeking
ment or notice for the placement or reception of a child placement,

I • , r c 1 IP ••ii etc., of cer-
under sixteen years oi age tor board, tor givmg it a home, or tain children,

for adoption unless such advertisement is placed by the de- regulated,

partment, a pubhc or private agency authorized by the de-

partment under sections fourteen to twenty-two, inclusive,

or an independent foster home for children hcensed under
section five, or unless with the written approval of the de-

partment.
Section 12. The department shall adopt rules and regu- Rules and

lations relative to independent foster homes for children. refa«ve"to^

The rules and regulations adopted by the department shall independent

be subject to review and approval by the advisory board for children.*

and may include, among others, provisions governing the
standards of care for such children; provisions relative to

the issuance of permits to maintain foster homes for children

and the renewal terms thereof; provisions for exemption of

certain placements where, in the opinion of the department,
the best interests of the child shall be served; provisions re-
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quiring reporting of information by persons who have such
children under their care and control; provisions relative to

the number of children who may be cared for at any time;

and provisions relative to the standards of health, sanita-

tion, safety and fire prevention, which shall be required in

any place where such children are maintained.

Section 13. Whoever wilfully violates any of the pro-

visions of sections one to twelve, inclusive, shall be punished
by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars.

Section I4. Any agency, institution, organization, cor-

poration or group of persons receiving for care any child

under sixteen years of age for the purpose of substituting

for rearing by the child's parents as defined in section one
of chapter one hundred and eighteen through (1) offering

group care, maintenance, training or supervision, notwith-

standing the fact that such care may include educational

instruction, or (2) offering placement of said child in private

family homes for boarding, adoption or other family care,

shall be deemed to be a children's foster care agency.

Section 15. No children's foster care agency may oper-

ate unless hcensed to do so by the department.

Section 16. The purpose of such hcensing and subsequent
sections relating to it shall be to insure maintenance of ade-

quate standards of foster care for children, encouragement
and assistance toward maximum standards, and the devel-

opment of sufficient and adequate facilities for child-care

through joint work of pubUc and private agencies for child-

care.

Section 17. Such licenses shall be in force for three years

from the date of issuance unless revoked under section

twenty-one and shall be renewable on application.

Section 18. The department shall have the power to set

standards necessary for such licenses and make other neces-

sary rules and regulations relative to such licensing subject

to review and approval by the advisory board. In defining

and revising said standards the department shall consult

with and utilize the experience of representative private

children's foster care agencies.

Section 19. An initial provisional license may be granted

to agencies providing foster care for children in existence

on the effective date of this section for a three year period

pending development by the agency as agreed upon with the

department to meet the established standards, rules and
regulations.

Section 20. Licenses shall be issued only when study by
the division demonstrates that said agency is operating in

conformity with the standards, rules and regulations estab-

lished by the department for such agencies.

Section 21. If any hcensed or provisionally hcensed
agency as defined above wilfully and substantially fails to

conform as provided for above, said license or provisional

hcense may be revoked or renewal refused. No hcense shall

be revoked or renewal refused unless the holder of said h-
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cense has been given due notice of three months, which notice

shall include a statement of the grounds of such revocation
or refusal and the appeal procedure within the department.
The aggrieved agency may, within thirty days of such no-
tice, appeal the decision to the commissioner who shall,

within thirty days, arrange for a departmental hearing at

which the facts involved from the aggrieved agency and the
department shall be heard, and a finding made on the basis

of the facts as to whether or not the revocation or refusal

shall stand, and shall so notify the aggrieved agency within
thirty days. If the revocation or refusal is sustained, the Appeal to

aggrieved agency may appeal to the superior court which ^^p*'"°'" <=°'^*-

shall hear the case and finally determine whether hcense
shall be issued.

Section 22. Any agent, representative or officer of any Penalty for

agency providing foster care for children who operates such ^thouT^
an agency without hcense shall, upon conviction, be pun- license.

ished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars or by
imprisonment for not more than one year, or both.

Section 23. The department shall have the responsibihty Responsibility

for providing foster care for children through its own re- tiplovllT^^^
sources or by use of appropriate voluntary agencies accord- foster care.

ing to the rules and regulations of the department in the
following instances

:

A. Upon the application of a parent or guardian or any
person acting in behalf of the child, or of the child himself,

the department may accept for foster care any child under
twenty-one years who in its judgment is in need of foster

care. Such acceptance shall entail no abrogation of parental

rights or responsibilities, but the department may accept
from parents a temporary delegation of certain rights and
responsibilities necessary to provide the foster care for a
period of time under conditions agreed upon by both and
terminable by either.

B. The department may accept from parents voluntary
surrender of custody of their children under twenty-one
years for purposes of giving consent for adoption under the
same conditions as noted in paragraph A of this section.

C. The department may seek and may accept on order

of a probate court the temporary or permanent guardian-
ship of any child under twenty-one years who is without
proper guardianship due to the death, unavailabihty or in-

capacity of the parent or guardian, or on the consent of the
parent or parents. Such guardianship shall include the right

to determine the child's place of abode, medical care, educa-
tion; to control visits to the child; to give consents to en-

listments, marriages and other contracts requiring parental
consent, such guardianship to include the right to consent
to adoption only when it is expressly included in the order
of the court.

D. The department shall accept on commitment from the
Boston juvenile court and from any juvenile session of a
district court of the commonwealth or from any superior
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civil court of the commonwealth any child under sixteen

years of age declared in need of foster care under section

twenty-six.

E. Any child under fourteen years who is left in any
place and who is seemingly without a parent or legal guardian

available shall be immediately reported to the department,

which shall proceed to arrange care for such child tempo-
rarily and shall forthwith cause search to be made for parent

or guardian. If parent or guardian cannot be found or is

unable or refuses to make suitable provisions for the child,

the department shall make such lawful provision as seems

for the best interests of such child within the provisions of

this chapter.

Section 2J^. The Boston juvenile court or the juvenile

sessions of any district court of the commonwealth, except

the municipal court of the city of Boston, upon the petition

of any person alleging on behalf of a child under the age of

sixteen years within the jurisdiction of said court that said

child is without necessary and proper physical, educational

or moral care and discipline, or is growing up under condi-

tions or circumstances damaging to a child's sound charac-

ter development, or who lacks proper attention of parent,

guardian with care and custody, or custodian, and whose
parents or guardian are unwiUing, incompetent or unavailable

to provide such care, may issue a precept to bring such child

before said court, shall issue a notice to the department, and
shall issue summons to both parents of the child to show
cause why the child should not be committed to the custody

of the department of public welfare or other appropriate

order made. If after reasonable search no such parent can

be found, summons shall be issued to the child's lawful

guardian, if any, known to reside within the commonwealth,
and if not, to the person with whom such child last resided,

if known. Upon the issuance of the precept and order of

notice the court shall appoint a person qualified under sec-

tion three, to make a report to the court under oath of an
investigation into conditions affecting the child. Said re-

port shall then be attached to the petition and be a part of

the record.

Section 25. When such child is taken into custody upon
said precept and brought before said court, the court may
then hear said petition, or said petition may be continued

to a time fixed for hearing, and the court may allow the

child to be placed in the care of some suitable person or

hcensed agency providing foster care for children or the

child may be committed to the custody of the department,

pending a hearing on said petition.

Section 26. If the child is identified by the court and it

appears that the precept and summonses have been duly

and legally served, that said notice has been issued to the

department and said report is received, the court may ex-

cuse the child from the hearing and shall proceed to hear

the evidence. If the court finds the allegations in the peti-
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tion proved within the meaning of this chapter, it may ad-
judge that said child is in need of care and protection and
may commit the child to the custody of the department
until he becomes twenty-one years of age or until in the
opinion of the department the object of his commitment
has been accomplished, whichever occurs first; or may make
any other appropriate order with reference to the care and
custody of the child as may conduce to his best interests;

and in appropriate cases shall order the parents or parent
of said child to reimburse the commonwealth or other
agency for care.

Section 27. The child, parent, guardian or person appear- Appeal to

ing in behalf of such child, or the department, may appeal s"p«^"°' <'°"''*-

from the adjudication of the court to the superior court sit-

ting for civil business for the county where the hearing is

held, and also may appeal to said court at the time of the
order of commitment in w^hich event the entire case shall be
before said court as if originally commenced therein; and
the child may be committed to the custody of the depart-
ment or placed in the care of some suitable person or licensed
children's foster care agency pending determination of the
appeal. Such appeal shall be entered in the superior court
by the court from which the appeal is taken, without payment
of any entry fee, and the superior court may advance such
complaint for speedy trial. The court shall notify the child,

parent, guardian or person appearing in behalf of such
child of the right of appeal at the time of adjudication and
also at the time of commitment.

Section 28. The court by which a child is committed to Court order

the department or placed in the care of a suitable person or from^v^rd^s
hcensed children's foster care agency under section twenty- property

five, twenty-six or twenty-seven may make an order for the
*" °"^^ '

payment, by his parents or by his guardian, out of the
ward's property, to the department or such person or agency
at times to be stated in the order, of sums not exceeding
the cost of his support

;
provided, that no order for the pay-

ment of money shall be entered until the person by whom
payments are to be made shall have been summoned before
the court and given an opportunity to be heard. The court
from time to time, upon petition by or notice to the person
ordered to pay such sum of money or by the department,
may revise or alter such order or make a new order as the
circumstances may require.

Section 29. Whenever a child is before any court under Counsel,

sections twenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-six and twenty-
seven and has no counsel, any person may, with the court's
approval, act for him.

Section 30. If such child has a settlement, and if the Transfer of

board of pubUc welfare of the place of his settlement so re- bofrd^of*°
quests, the commitment may be to its custody. The depart- public welfare,

ment may transfer its custody of any such child who has a ^t^ted^^*^"

settlement to the board of pubUc welfare of the place of
settlement upon the request of said board, and such transfer
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shall thereafter relieve the commonwealth from further lia-

bility for his maintenance.
Section 31. Boards of public welfare shall have the same

powers as to children committed or transferred to their

custody as are given to the department as to children in its

custody. Boards of public welfare may with the approval
of the department transfer to the department children so

committed or transferred, which department shall have the
same powers and duties as to such children as are given to
the department as to children committed to its custody.

Section 32. Children in the care or custody of the de-

partment shall be placed in private famiUes; provided,

that any child who upon examination is found to be in need
of special care, treatment or education may, if it is found by
the department to be in the best interest of the child, be
placed in a public or private institution or school, the pri-

mary purpose of which is the special care, treatment or edu-
cation of children. The reasons for the placement of any
such child shall be entered in the records of the department.

Section 33. No parents or surviving parent of any minor
child in the care or under the supervision of the department
or of any state, county or local department, or of any state,

county or local board of trustees, or of any private chari-

table or child-care agency, shall be denied the right of any
child of theirs to the free exercise of the religious belief of his

parents and the Uberty of worshipping God according to the

religion of his parents or surviving parent, or of the religion

which his parents professed if they are both deceased; and
no minor child in the care or under the supervision of the

department or of any state, county or local department, or

state, county or local board of trustees, or of any private

charitable or child-care agency, shall be denied the free

exercise of the religion of his parents, or of his surviving

parent, or of his parents if they are both deceased, nor the

hberty of worshipping God according to the religion of his

parents, whether living or deceased.

When a child is placed in family home care, any of the

above named departments, boards or agencies, shall use a

family home of the same rehgious faith as that of the child

unless sufficient reason precludes this, which reason must
be a part of the record of the child's care. The words "same
religious faith" shall in the case of any denomination of the

Protestant religion include any other denomination of the

same religion.

Section 34- A child involved in any proceeding shall not
be transported in a patrol wagon from his home or from any
other place to any court or institution, but if a conveyance
is necessary shall convey him in such other suitable vehicle

as shall be provided or designated by the institutions com-
missioner in Boston, or by the board of public welfare in any
other town. Violation of this section shall be punished by a
fine of not less than twenty-five nor more than fifty dollars

or by imprisonment for not more than three months.
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Section 35. If the parent or guardian of a child placed in information

charge of any person, association or public or private iristi- at.outrof'^'''

tution by any state department, town board, or by any pub- child
^^^^_^

lie or private corporation or body of persons authorized by itf how°
'^'^'

law to so place children, or if one of the next of kin of an secured.

orphan so placed in charge and without guardian, is not,

upon request, informed by such department, board, cor-

poration or body of persons where the child is, the probate

court for the county where such child has his legal residence

may, upon petition of such parent, guardian or next of kin,

and upon notice, if in its opinion the welfare of the child

and the public .interest will not be injured thereby, require

such department, board, corporation or body of persons to

give the information and permit the parent, guardian or

next of kin to visit the child at such times and under such
conditions as the court orders; and the court may revise its

order or make new orders or decrees as the welfare of the

child and the public interest may require.

Section 36. No person or institution shall bring or cause Bringing

to be brought into the commonwealth, or receive therein,
st'^ateTOT'"*"

from any other state, province or country, any child for the certain

purpose of placing or boarding, or of procuring the placing reg'Sated.

or boarding of such child, in a family or home within the

commonwealth, with a view to adoption, guardianship, cus-

tody or care by any person other than one related to him by
blood or marriage, without first obtaining a permit therefor

from the department. Such a permit shall not issue until a Permit, bond,

written application therefor has been filed with the depart- ^ °'

ment on forms by it prepared, containing such information

relative to such child as the department may require, ac-

companied by an individual or blanket bond running to the

commonwealth in such penal sum and with such surety or

sureties as the department may approve, conditioned on the

following: — (1) that all statements contained in such an
apphcation are true in substantial particulars; (2) that any
such child becoming a pubUc charge during his minority

shall be removed from the state not later than thirty days
after notice from the department; (3) that such child shall

be removed from the state immediately upon his release

from any penal or reformatory institution or training school

to which he has been committed, within three years of his

arrival within the state, for juvenile dehnquency or crime;

(4) that such child shall be placed or boarded under such
agreement as will secure to him a proper home and sur-

roundings, and as will render his custodian responsible for

his proper care, education and training, under adequate
supervision and subject to annual visitation by an agent;

and (5) that such reports relative to the child shall be made
to the department as it may require. In case of a breach of

any condition of such a bond, the attorney general, upon re-

quest of the department, shall put the bond in suit, and the

commonwealth or any city or town thereof shall be reim-

bursed from the proceeds for any expense incurred by rea-
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son of a breach of any such condition. Violation of this

section shall be punished by a fine of not more than one

hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six

months, or both.

Sectio7i 37. The department shall make rules and regu-

lations concerning the administration of its duties under

these sections, which rules and regulations shall be reviewed

and approved by the advisory board. Such rules and regu-

lations shall be subject to review and change from time to

time by the advisory board.

Section 38. All hearings under sections one to thirty-

seven, inclusive, shall be closed to the general public and it

shall be unlawful to publish the names of persons before the

court in any hearing provided for therein, except under sec-

tion twenty-one.

Section 39. Whoever abandons an infant under the age

of ten within or without any building, or, being its parent,

or being under a legal duty to care for it, and having made
a contract for its board or maintenance, absconds or fails to

perform such contract, and for four weeks after such ab-

sconding or breach of his contract, if of sufficient physical

and mental ability, neglects to visit or remove such infant

or notify the board of pubhc welfare of the town where he
resides of his inability to support such infant, shall be pun-

ished by imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for

not more than two years; or, if the infant dies by reason of

such abandonment, by imprisonment in a jail or house of

correction for not more than two and one half years or in

the state prison for not more than five years.

Section 2. Chapter 18 of the General Laws is hereby

amended by striking out section 2, as most recently amended
by section 1 of chapter 602 of the acts of 1952, and insert-

ing in place thereof the following section : — Section 2. The
department shall be under the supervision and control of a

commissioner of pubUc welfare, who shall be its executive

and administrative head, and an advisory board consisting

of fifteen appointive members, of whom five shall be women.
At least five members shall be persons with special ex-

perience and interest in child welfare, and the five persons

having such special experience and interest shall be a sub-

committee whose special responsibihty shall be to review

and advise the board with respect to the program, policies,

rules and regulations of the division of child guardianship.

The commissioner shall receive such salary, not exceeding

ten thousand dollars, as the governor and council determine.

Upon the expiration of his term of office, his successor shall

be appointed for five years by the governor, with the advice

and consent of the council.

Section 3. Section 3 of said chapter 18, as amended by
section 2 of said chapter 602, is hereby further amended by
striking out, in fine 1, the word "Three" and inserting in

place thereof the word:— Five, — so as to read as follows:

— Section 8. Five members of the advisory board shall be
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appointed annually by the governor, with the advice and

consent of the council, for three years each. The members
shall receive no compensation, but shall be reimbursed for

their actual necessary expenses incurred in the performance

of their official duties. Approved June 10, 1954.

An Act relative to the control and eradication of Chap. 64:7
BRUCELLOSIS IN BOVINE ANIMALS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 129 of the General Laws is hereby
g-,^{Jj'"-

amended by striking out section 33B, as amended by chap- § ssb. etc..

ter 96 of the acts of 1934, and inserting in place thereof the amended.

following section :
— Section S3B. The director may, upon

^^^^^^'^°^i^

application to him by not less than seventy-five per cent of the'^con'troi

the cattle owners owning cattle permanently kept in any t^no?'^'"^'

city or town, or upon hke apphcation by the owners of bruceUosis

eighty-five per cent of such cattle, declare said city or town 'animlis.

a quarantine area and may proceed to test by an approved

test for brucellosis or by the tuberculin test or otherwise all

bovine animals within said area. Whenever not less than

eighty-five per cent of the cattle permanently kept in the

commonwealth are being tested for brucellosis or bovine

tuberculosis under the supervision of the director or of the

appropriate federal officials, the director may declare the

entire commonwealth to be a quarantine area and may pro-

ceed to test by an approved test for brucellosis or by the

tubercuhn test or otherwise all bovine animals within the

commonwealth. If the director finds and declares that such

a city or town or the commonwealth, as the case may be, is

substantially free from brucellosis or bovine tuberculosis, he

may proclaim it to constitute a modified accredited area and
may prescribe rules and regulations, subject to the approval

of the governor and council, prohibiting the shipment or

transportation into the same of any bovine animals without

a permit and health certificate issued by the director or some
officer designated by the director for the purpose. Whoever Penalty.

violates the terms and conditions of any such quarantine or

any such rule or regulation shall be punished by a fine of

not more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for

not more than one year, or both.

Section 2. Said chapter 129 is hereby further amended %^\ ^Jg'"

by striking out section 36B, as most recently amended by
Ij^g^^jg^^j*'-

chapter 518 of the acts of 1952, and inserting in place thereof
'"^''°

the following section :
— <Sedzon S6B. The director shall Jf%Tivef°''

cause all calves to be vaccinated against brucellosis, com-
^f^j.°ffQgjg

monly known as Bang's disease, when they are between the required,

ages of four and eight months, except calves in those herds

under the state and federal co-operative herd test plan, also Exception.

known as the test and slaughter method, which calves need

not be vaccinated unless the owner desires. Calves shall be

vaccinated by an approved ficensed veterinarian designated


