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By Ms. Schur of Newton (by request), petition of Ralph M. Sher-
man that provision be made for the presence of a juvenile jury in
certain cases before the juvenile courts. The Judiciary.

tEfje Commontoealrt) of dfHaStfadjugettiS

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six.

An Act establishing advisory juries in juvenile courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 119of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 57 the following section:
3 Section 57A. Every hearing on the merits of a complaint against
4 a child shall be conducted with the presence ofajuvenilejury, if the
5 child so elects in writing. Such jury shall consist of six members,
6 and shall be selected in the manner usual to the selection of a jury in
7 a criminal trial from among a list of persons, between the age of
8 fifteen and seventeen, furnished to the clerk of the juvenile court or
9 the juvenile session of a district court by the principal of the high

10 school located in the city or town in which the child resides. Each
11 juror shall receive one dollar for each day’s service, but in no event
12 shall any jury continue to be present during the hearing for more
13 than ten consecutive trial days. After such time, the jury shall be
14 discharged and the court shall make the final adjudication without
15 the assistance of the jury.
16 If the trial is concluded prior to the expiration of ten consecutive
17 trial days, the jury shall advise the court as to its decision in the
18 case, but the court shall be solely responsible for the final adjudica-
-19 tion to be made in accordance with the provisions of section
20 fifty-eight.
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