
HOUSE No. 1540
By Mr. Manning of Milton, petition of M. Joseph Manning, Carol

C. Amick, Nicholas J. Costello and others for legislation to establish
a system of nature preserves in the Commonwealth. Natural
Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six.

An Act establishing a system of nature preserves in the common-
wealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. There is hereby established within the depart-
-2 ment of fisheries, wildlife and environmental law enforcement a
3 system of nature preserves and registered areas in the
4 commonwealth.
5 The continuing growth of the population and development of
6 the economy of the commonwealth is having an irreversible
7 impact on the natural world. It is therefore necessary and desirable
8 that areas representative of the significant habitats and ecosystems
9 of the commonwealth be set aside and preserved for the benefit

10 of present and future generations, for once destroyed, they cannot
11 be wholly restored. Natural lands and water together with the
12 plant and animal life living thereon in natural communities are
13 a part of the heritage of the people. Such areas are irreplaceable
14 as laboratories for scientific research, as reservoirs of natural
15 materials not all of the uses which are now known, as habitats
16 for plant and animal species and biotic communities whose
17 diversity is of inestimable value to the continuation of life on earth.
18 They are living museums of the native landscape where people
19 may observe the natural biotic and environmental systems of the
20 commonwealth and the interdependence of all forms of life and
21 be reminded of the vital dependence of the health of the human
22 community upon that of the natural communities. They contribute
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23 generally to the spiritual welfare, public health, and environmental
24 quality of the commonwealth.
25 It is therefore the public policy of the commonwealth to secure
26 for the people of present and future generations and benefits of
27 an enduring resource of natural areas including the elements of
28 natural diversity present in the commonwealth by establishing a
29 system of nature preserves, protecting them, providing for
30 appropriate use that will not damage them, gathering and
31 disseminating information about them and otherwise encouraging
32 and assisting in their preservation for the common benefit of
33 present and future generations.

1 SECTION 2. As used in this act the following words shall,
2 unless the context clearly requires otherwise, have the following
3 meanings:
4 “Articles of dedication”, a legally binding agreement between
5 the department and the land owner, executed by said land owner
6 in the same manner as any deed restriction.
7 “Council”, The Massachusetts Nature Preserves Council
8 established under this act.
9 “Dedicate or “Dedication”, the process set out in section six

10 by which land is established as a nature preserve to be held in trust.
11 (a) “department”, the department of fisheries wildlife and
12 environmental law enforcement, or any division within such
13 department to which all powers and duties created hereby are
14 delegated pursuant to a written delegation filed with the secretary
15 of state, the registry of deeds for each county of the
16 commonwealth and the ways and means committees of each branch
17 of the general court; such delegation shall be irrevocable and shall
18 be for successive, self renewing five year terms; provided, however,
19 that if the commissioner of the department of fisheries, wildlife
20 and environmental law enforcement on his motion or if hereceives
21 between the one hundred eightieth and the ninetieth day prior to
22 the termination of any such term a petition signed by ten citizens
23 of the commonwealth requesting that such delegation be
24 terminated as of the end of then present term, said commissioner
25 shall hold a public hearing and shall issue a written decision as
26 to such matter not later than the fifteenth day prior to such term.
27 For any particular land “department” shall mean any adminis-
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28 trative subdivision within executed office of environmental affairs
29 to which the department of fisheries wildlife and environmental
30 law enforcement or a division of which to which all powers and
31 duties created hereby have been delegated, delegates or further
32 delegates, as the case may be, in the same manner as aforesaid,
33 except as herein provided, such powers and duties as are necessary
34 and desireable to further the purposes hereof. In the event of a
35 delegation related to any particular land such delegation shall be
36 irrevocable and shall continue for so long as the delegatee retains
37 responsibility for the particular land and the particular land
38 remains in the system, even if such delegation occurs as a further
39 delegation from a division within the department of fisheries,
40 wildlife and environmental law enforcement.
41 “Land”, real property and shall include the fee interest or any
42 lesser interest.
43 “Nature preserve”, an area of land in public or private
44 ownership which:
45 (a) either retains or has recovered to a substantial degree its
46 regional natural or primeval character, though it need not be
47 completely undisturbed, or
48 (b) has floral, faunal or ecological features of scientific
49 educational, scenic or aesthetic interest, or
50 (c) land necessary for protection of land described in clause (a)
51 or (b) and in which any estate, interest, or right has been dedicated
52 under this act to be maintained as nearly as possible in its natural
53 condition and to be used in a manner and under limitations
54 consistent with its continued preservation, without impairment,
55 disturbance, or artificial development, for the public purposes of
56 present or future scientific research, education, aesthetic
57 enjoyment and providing habitat for plant and animal species,
58 communities and other natural objects.
59 “Plan”, a master plan for the preservation, protection,
60 management, and use of a nature preserve.
61 “Register”, the process by which the owner of land and the
62 department recognize the unique and outstanding characteristics
63 of such land in accordance with the procedures set out in section
64 seven.
65 “Registered land”, land registered hereunder
66 “Registry” the official list of registered lands
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