
HOUSE No. 1547
By Mrs. Hicks of Wayland, petition of Lucile P. Hicks, Stephen W.

Doran and another relative to the confidentiality of certain personal
data held by the Registry of Motor Vehicles. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and fiahtv-Six

An Act to assure the confidentiality of certain personal data

HELD BY THE REGISTRY OF MOTOR VEHICLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 30 of chapter 90 of the General Laws as most recently
2 amended by chapter 189 of the acts of 1973 is hereby amended by
3 adding, after the end of the last sentence, the following para-
-4 graphs:
5 Nothing in this section shall be construed to make public any
6 personal data held by the Registry of Motor Vehicles concerning
7 any individual applicant, licensee, permittee, or noncommercial
8 vehicle owner.
9 For the purpose of this section, the term “personal data” shall

10 include, but not be limited to, the following information; current
1 1 residential address, social security number, date of birth, place of
12 birth, weight, prior license history, criminal conviction record,
13 criminal arrest record, physical disabilities, medical treatment his-
-14 tory, mental health history, medications, physician’s name, and
15 physician’s address.
16 Such personal data shall not be open for public inspection, nor
17 shall it be disseminated, sold, or given out, or used as a selector for
18 data to be disseminated, sold, or given out to any other agency,
19 person, or organization except as provided herein, and shall be
20 subject to the protections set forth in Chapter 66A.
21 Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Registry may disclose the
22 name and address of a motor vehicle owner to any requester who
23 presents a signed accident report or other adequate showing of a
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24 bona fide motor vehicle related claim against the said owner. In this
25 event the Registry shall obtain and record the requester’s verified
26 name and address and shall immediately send notice to the said
27 owner that his name and address have been disclosed to the said
28 requester, stating the requester’s name, address, and claim. The
29 requester shall be prohibited from further disclosing the said
30 owner’s personal data without his consent or a court order, and
31 shall be liable for damages arising from any breach of this
32 prohibition.
33 The Registry may also act as mailing agent for any person,
34 agency, or organization desiring to mail materials to selected or
35 defined groups of licensees or vehicle owners, provided that: (I) the
36 Registry itself mails the materials; (2) no mailing lists or labels are
37 disclosed to the client or made public; (3) except for vehicle recall
38 notices and other safety-related materials, such materials are
39 mailed only to licensees or vehicle owners who have specifically
40 consented to receive such mailings; and (4) the Registry has col-
-41 lected a mailing fee sufficient to cover all direct and indirect costs.
42 The mailed material shall include notice of these provisions.
43 The Registry may also disclose personal data upon court order,
44 or by informed voluntary consent of the subject, or where the
45 subject is a corporate or government entity or a commercial vehicle
46 owner.


