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373 of the acts of 1934, and inserting in place thereof the

following paragraph :
—

dffined'^"
' ''Stabilizer", any non-toxic nutritive stabihzing or emul-

sifying agent approved by the department and used singly or

in combination.

Ed^'sl*"^'
Section 2. Said section 65G of said chapter 94, as so

§ 65G, etc., appearing, is hereby further amended by adding at the end

Lmended. the following paragraph:—
"Sugar", "Sugar", sucrose, dextrose, invert sugar (syrup or paste),
defined.

^^^^ syrup, com syrup solids, maple syrup, maple sugar,

honey and brown sugar. Approved June 10, 1954-

Chap.665 An Act relative to the redivision of cities of the
COMMONWEALTH INTO WARDS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

There shall be no new division into wards of the cities of

the commonwealth under the provisions of section one of

chapter fifty-four of the General Laws in the year nineteen

hundred and fifty-four. Approved June 10, 1954-

Chap.666 An Act making a supplemental appropriation for
BERKSHIRE COUNTY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The following sum is hereby appropriated

for the county of Berkshire for the current year, in addition

to the sum appropriated by section one of chapter six hun-
dred and three of the acts of the current year :

—
Item

26. For miscellaneous and contingent expenses $5,400 00

This sum shall be added to the amount to be levied as the

county tax for said county for the current year, as provided

by section one of said chapter six hundred and three.

Section 2, This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 10, 1954.

Chap.661 An Act to provide for the housing of elderly persons
OF LOW INCOME.

Emergency Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
pream e.

^^ defeat its purposB, which is to provide immediately for

the housing of elderly persons of low income, therefore it is

hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the

immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

EdViIr Section 1. Chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby
§§ 2'gss 26VV, amended by striking out sections 26SS, 26TT, 26UU and
amended.

26VV, inserted by section 1 of chapter 668 of the acts of

1953, and inserting in place thereof the following four sec-

Deciaration tions : — Scction 26SS. It is hereby declared that sub-
of policy.
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standard and decadent areas exist in certain portions of the
commonwealth and that there is not, in certain parts of the
commonwealth, an adequate supply of decent, safe and
sanitary housing for elderly persons of low income, available
for rents which such persons can afford to pay, and the
rents which such persons can afford to pay would not war-
rant private enterprise in providing housing for such persons

;

that this situation tends to cause an increase and spread of

communicable and chronic disease; that the lack of properly
constructed dwelling units designed specifically to meet the
needs of elderly persons aggravates those diseases pecuhar
to the elderly, thereby crowding the hospitals of the state

with elderly persons under conditions of idleness that in-

evitably invite further senility; that this situation consti-

tutes a menace to the health, safety, welfare and comfort
of the inhabitants of the commonwealth and is detrimental
to property values in the localities in which it exists; that
this situation cannot readily be remedied by private enter-
prise; and that a public exigency exists which makes the
provision of housing for elderly persons of low income and
the clearance of substandard and decadent areas a pubhc
necessity; that the provision of housing for elderly persons
of low income for the purpose of reducing the cost to the
state of their care by promoting their health and welfare,

thereby prolonging their productivity in the interest of the
state and nation, and the clearance of substandard and de-
cadent areas, or either, constitutes and hereby is declared
to be a public use for which private property may be taken
by eminent domain and pubhc funds raised by taxation may
be expended.

Section 26TT. The housing authority of each city or Housing for

town, organized under section twenty-six K, shall have oHow^income^
power to provide housing for elderly persons of low income authorized.

either in separate projects or as a definite portion of projects
undertaken under Part III or Part V of this chapter, or in

remodeled or reconstructed existing buildings, and the pro-
visions of Parts I, II, III and V of this chapter shall, so far

as apt, be applicable to projects and parts of projects under-
taken under this part, except as otherwise provided in sec-

tion twenty-six UU or elsewhere in this chapter.
Section 26UU. The following provisions shall be ap- Provisions

phcable to housing for elderly persons of low income: —• sufh housin"
(a) There shall be no requirement that the occupants of

such housing constitute families, and housing may be pro-
vided in separate dwelling units for elderly persons living

alone or with such other persons who are either ehgible under
the provisions of sections twenty-six SS to twenty-six WW,
or necessary to the physical welfare of the elderly occupant;
provided, that such other necessary person is ehgible for

low-rent housing.

(6) Projects for such housing may and shall, when prac-
ticable, be established near the neighborhoods where the
elderly persons reside.
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State financial
assistance for

such housing
projects,
authorized.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 121,

§ 26NN, etc.,

amended.

Administration
of housing
projects,
regulated.

(c) Housing for elderly persons of low income shall con-

form to standards established by the housing board after

consultation with the department of public health, the de-

partment of public welfare and the board of standards, and
shall be designed so as to alleviate the infirmities charac-

teristic of the elderly.

(d) Projects or parts of projects shall be constructed for

elderly persons of low income and shall be available and as-

signed to such persons without regard to their status as vet-

erans upon the application of such elderly persons and the

establishment of their eligibility under the provisions of

sections twenty-six SS to twenty-six WW.
(e) Rents for dwelling units in projects or parts of projects

constructed for elderly persons of low income shall be com-
puted as provided in section twenty-six FF; provided, how-
ever, that in the case of persons receiving old age assistance

under chapter one hundred and eighteen A directly or in-

directly in whole or in part from the commonwealth, dwelling

units in projects or parts of projects constructed under sec-

tion twenty-six TT shall be deemed to be adequate housing

for elderly persons and shall qualify for and rent at the

maximum rental allowance under the old age assistance laws,

regulations or policies.

Section 26VV. The commonwealth, acting by and
through the state housing board, may enter into a con-

tract or contracts with a housing authority for state finan-

cial assistance in the form of a guarantee by the common-
wealth of bonds and notes, or either bonds or notes, of the

housing authority issued to finance the cost of a project or

projects or a part or parts of a project or projects to provide

housing for elderly persons of low income. The amount of

bonds and notes, or bonds or notes, g-uaranteed by the com-
monwealth under this section shall not exceed fifteen mil-

hon dollars. Each contract for state financial assistance

shall provide that the commonwealth will pay to the hous-

ing authority annual contributions; provided, however,

that the total amount of annual contributions contracted

for by the commonwealth for any one year shall not exceed

three hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars. Each
such annual contribution by the commonwealth shall be paid

by the commonwealth upon approval and certification by
the state housing board to the state comptroller. The pro-

visions of section twenty-six NN and twenty-six 00 shall,

so far as apt, be applicable to contracts for state financial

assistance under this section.

Section 2. The first paragraph of section 26NN of said

chapter 121 is hereby amended by striking out the last sen-

tence, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 507 of the acts

of the current year, and inserting in place thereof the fol-

lowing sentence: — Each project developed under this sec-

tion and section twenty-six 00 shall be administered for

occupancy in accordance with section twenty-six FF, except

clause (c) and except that for each completed project the
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authority shall create, beginning in the first year immedi-
ately succeeding its issuance of any bonds, a reserve for

principal and interest equal to one twelfth of the largest

principal and interest payments which will be due on such

bonds in any one year thereafter and shall maintain such
reserve and increase the same by a similar amount for each
of the eleven succeeding years thereafter and maintain each
such increase; provided, however, that in the event a proj-

ect is refinanced, there shall be appropriate adjustments
made in the reserves required by the foregoing provisions

to reflect any changes in amounts of principal and interest

payable to the end that twelve years after the date of the

issuance of the original bonds, or as soon thereafter as may
be practicable, there will have been created and thereafter

maintained a reserve equal to the largest amount of prin-

cipal and interest due in any subsequent year on account of

the outstanding bonds issued to finance the project; and
^ll'^p/j^ly^

except that each such project shall be occupied, except as

hereinafter provided, by veterans and their famihes, and
priority shall be given first to veterans of World War II of

low income and to veterans of low income who have served

in the active mihtary or naval service of the United States

at any time on or after June twenty-seventh, nineteen hun-
dred and fifty, and prior to such date thereafter as shall

later be determined by the chairman; then to veterans of

low income, such low income to be determined from time to

time by the board ; then to a person without regard to family

status, who is a veteran or the widow or the widower of a
veteran, and who is sixty years of age or over; but a hous-

ing authority may remodel or reconstruct parts or projects

erected under this section to make the same available for

occupancy by elderly persons quaUfying for housing under
the provisions of section twenty-six UU, and such remodeled
or reconstructed apartments shall be available for occu-

pancy by eligible elderly persons of low income only except

to the extent that no eligible veterans apply for such units.

Approved June 10y 1954.

An Act authorizing justices of district courts to sit Chap.QQS
IN the superior court on motor vehicle tort actions.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 212 of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section 14B, inserted by section 1 f'|4Bfetc..

of chapter 210 of the acts of 1949, and inserting in place amended.
'

thereof the following section: — Section I4B. A justice of a sittings in

district court, except the municipal court of the city of
by^cIJtain*'"'*

Boston, shall, at the written request of the chief justice of district court

the superior court, sit in the superior court at the trial or aufhomed.

disposition with or without a jury in any part of the com-
monwealth of any motor vehicle tort action, or any viola-

tion of a by-law, order, ordinance, rule or regulation made
by a city or town or public officer or of any misdemeanor


