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By Mr. Goyette of New Bedford, petition of Roger R. Goyette
relative to a comprehensive review of the impact of foreign joint
ventures for processing underutilized species of fish in the waters of the
Commonwealth. Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six.

An Act relative to a comprehensive review of the impact of

FOREIGN JOINT VENTURES FOR PROCESSING UNDERUTILIZED SPECIES
IN MASSACHUSETTS WATERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 9 the following section;
3 Section 9A. (a) The intent of this section is hereby declared to
4 provide the governor with sufficient and comprehensive data and
5 information on the economic impact of the awarding of a foreign
6 joint venture permit for processing underutilizedspecies in Massa-

chusets Inland Waters.
8 It is further intent of this section to encourage a deliberative
9 process and to promote the collection, analysis and review of

10 information which will assist the governor in his decision to grant
11 or deny the permit.
12 (b) As used in this section the following words shall, unless the
13 context clearly requires otherwise, have the following meanings;
14 “Division”, the division of marine fisheries, within the depart-
-15 ment of fisheries, wildlife and recreational vehicles.
16 “Internal waters of Massachusetts”, all waters within the bound-

-17 aries of the commonwealth except those seaward of the baseline
18 from which the territorial sea is measured.

19 “Permit” any foreign joint venture application to process under-
-20 utilized species submitted to the governor in accordance with this
21 section and in accordance with the Magnuson Fishery Conserva-
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22 tion and Management Act of 1976, P.L. 24-265, 16 U.S.C.s. 1856,
23 as amended.
24 “Processed and fish processing”, the application of preservative
25 means and or methods to the flesh of fish to maintain quality and
26 prevent deterioration and includes but is not limited to:
27 (a) transportation, transferring, storage or possession of un-
-28 processed fish;
29 (b) preparation for preservation; or
30 (c) cooking, canning, smoking, salting, drying, freezing, icing,
31 refrigeration, vacuum packing, gas, microwave preservation or
32 other preservation means.
33 “processed and fish processing”
34 “Secretary” the secretary of the executive office of environtnen-
-35 tal affairs, established by chapter 21 A.
36 (c) The governor shall not award for foreign fishing vessel to
37 engage in fish processing within internal waters prior to his review
38 and evaluation of the following information submitted by the
39 secretary:
40 (I) A written statement by the division that the owner or opera-
-41 tor of the foreign fishing vessel or a person authorized to represent
42 the owner or operator, has applied for a permit in accordance with,
43 all regulations adopted by the division of marine fisheries for
44 internal waters processing of underutilized species.
45 (2) A written statement by the secretary that the division has
46 conducted within the previous twelve months, a survey of United
47 States fish processors within Massachusetts by certified mail, to
48 determine whether paid processors have adequate capacity and
49 will utilize this capacity to process all of the United States har-
-50 vested fish from the fishery concerned that are landed in Massa-
-51 chusetts.
52 (3) A written statement by the secretary that the division and/or
53 the marine fisheries advisory commission had conducted at least
54 two public hearings on the permit application for the purpose of
55 receiving oral and written testimony.
56 (4) A written finding by the division as to whether United States
57 fish processors within Massachusetts have adequate capacity and
58 will utilize this capacity to process all of the United States har-
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vested fish from the fishery concerned that are landed in Massa-
chusetts.

59
60

(5) A written statement by the secretary that processing opera-
tions associated with the permit will not cause fishermen gear
conflicts or interfere with other in shore fishing operations.
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(6) A written statement by the secretary of the Executive office
ofLabor detailing the impact theproposed permit upon jobs in the
commonwealth. Such impact report shall identify the number and
duration of Massachusetts skilled and unskilled jobs associated
with the harvesting, landing, offloading, transporting, packaging,
loading, transporting, managing and processing of the harvested
fish from the underutilized fishery concerned that are landed in
Massachusetts. The intent of such report shall be to identify the
increase or decrease in opportunities for Massachusetts citizens to
engage in gainful employment.
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(7) A written statement by the secretary of the executive office
of manpower affairs detailing the tax base consequences, eco-
nomic impact, and the economic advantages and disadvantages of
the proposed permit if awarded, upon the fishing and fish process-
ing industries in the Commonwealth. Such impact report shall also
identify the“multiplier” or “ripple” effect on Massachusetts indus-
tries which provide indirect jobs and services including but not
limited to box making, ice making, polybag makers, fuel dealers,
transporters, and freezer/cold storage personnel to support the
fishing and fish processing facilities.
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(8) Such other information as the Governor may request.84
(id) The secretary shall coordinate, collect, and review informa-

tion on behalf of the governor for the purpose of making a recom-
mendation to the governor whether such permit should be
approved or denied and the basis for such recommendation.
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