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By Mrs. Gray of Framingham, petition of Barbara E. Gray, Thomas
M. Gallagher, Joseph K. Mackey and John A. Businger that housing
authorities be granted the authorization to introduce mutual housing
programs to cities and towns. Housing and Urban Development.

®(je CommontoealH) of Jfla&Satfjugetttf

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

An Act granting housing authorities the authorization to
INTRODUCE A MUTUAL HOUSING PROGRAM TO CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 SECTION I. § 1 of Chapter 121 B of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended by adding the following definition; “Mu-
-3 tual Housing Program”, a system of state-financed housing pro-
-4 duction and maintenance of multi-family housing units for indi-
-5 viduals and families of low to moderate income, which shall be
6 owned and managed by its own residents.

1 SECJ lON 2. Chapter 121 Bof the General Laws is hereby
2 further amended by striking the second and third paragraphs of § 3
3 and inserting in place thereof the following new passages; -

4 Whenever the municipal officers of a city or the members of an
5 annual or special town meeting shall determine that a housing
6 authority is needed in the city or town for the purpose of clearing
7 substandard, decadent or blighted open areas, or the provision of
8 housing, for families or elderly persons of low to moderate income,
9 or engaging in a land assembly and redevelopment project, includ-

-10 ing the preservation, restoration or relocation of historical build-
I I ings, it may vote to organize a housing authority. Said housing

12 authority shall especially consider mutual housing programs as a
13 remedy for lack of affordable housing. In determining the need for
14 a housing authority, the city council or the town shall take into
15 consideration the need for relieving congestion of population, the
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16 existence of substandard, decadent or blighted open areas or
! 7 unsanitary or unsafe inhabited dwellings, and the shortage of safe
18 or sanitary dwellings available for families or elderly persons of
19 low income at rentals which they can afford.
20 Whenever a housing authority determines that there is no
21 further need for its existence, that it has no property to administer,
22 and that all outstanding obligations of the authority have been
23 satisfied, it may by a majority vote of the five members submit the
24 question of its dissolution, in a town, to the voters at an annual
25 town meeting or, in a city, to the municipal officers. If a city or
26 town votes for such dissolution in accordance herewith and the
27 department is satisfied of the existence of the facts required herein
28 it shall so certify to the state secretary and said housing authority
29 shall be dissolved forthwith subject to the applicable provisions of
30 section fifty-one of chapter one hundred and fifty-five.


