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By Ms. Hildt of Amesbury, petition of Barbara Hildt and other
members of the General Court for legislation to prevent family vio-
lence and strengthen the family by the development of comprehensive
health education programs. Education.

tKfjc Commontoealtt) of iHa*£aci)U*ett*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six.

An Act to prevent family violence and strengthen the family

BY THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH EDUCATION
PROGRAMS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after chapter
2 718 the following chapter:

3

4 Sectionl. Purpose: The purpose of this act is to encourage the
5 implementation of comprehensive, sequential health education
6 programs in thepublic schools in order to prevent family violence.

Section 2. Definitions: Unless the context otherwise requires,
8 the following words and phrases as used in this chapter shall be
9 construed as follows:

10 (a) “board” means the State Board of Education
11 (b) “Family violence” means abuse as defined in section one of
12 chapter two hundred and nine A and as further articulated in
13 section fifty-one of chapter one hundred nineteen.
14 (c) “Family violence prevention programs” mean educational
15 programs designed to prevent the occurrence of abuse among
16 family members.
17 (d) “Parental skills programs” mean educational programs for
18 parents and adolescents to teach parenting skills and methods to

Chapter 71C
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19 avoid child abuse. Parental skills programs may consist of various
20 educational programs to help parents and adolescents understand

91 better a child’s developmental stages and the significance of the

22 parent as the child’s nurturer and educator.
23 Section 3. Legislative Findings:
94 Whereas the Legislature hereby declaresand finds the following:
25 (a) The family constitutes the fundamental institution which
26 nurtures human development;
27 (b) Within the family unit, an individual acquires the skills,
28 attitudes and guidelines necessary for functioning in society;
29 (c) Family violence threatens the family unit. In Massachusetts,
30 an estimated 260,000 women are beaten by their husbands each
31 year. During 1984, over 40,000 children in Massachusetts were
32 reported as abused or neglected;
33 (d) Family violence results in severe and continuous psycholog-
-34 ical, emotional and economic harm. Studies indicate that the
35 occurrence of family violence is generational;
36 (e) A developing body of research indicates that health educa-
-37 tion programs designed to promote strong family relationships will
38 prevent the occurrence of family violence;
39 (f) Health education programs to prevent family violence intend
40 to sever the generational trend of abuse, thereby enabling succes-
-41 sive generations to establish strong family relationships; and
42 (g) There is a state-wide need for comprehensive, sequential
43 health education programs to prevent family violence.
44 Section 4. School Committee Advisory Committee Report
45 on Family Violence Prevention Programs.
46 Each school committee shall appoint an advisory committee to
47 review existing family violence prevention programs within the
48 school district. The school committee shall determine the size of
49 the advisory committee. The advisory committee shall consist of
50 individuals interested in the area of family violence prevention
51 including:
52 (a) parents;
53 (b) junior and senior high students;
54 (c) teachers;
55 (d) school adjustment counsellors;
56 (e) school psychologists;
57 (f) school guidance counsellors;
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58 (g) special educators;
59 (h) health educators;
60 (i) school administrators; and
61 (k) representatives of community based organizations including
62 public and private social service agencies.
63 After reviewing the family violence prevention programs offered
64 within the school district, the advisory committee shall submit a
65 report to the school committee. The school committee shall deter-
-66 mine the date by which the advisory committee must submit the
67 report. The report shall include a description of the family violence
68 prevention programs and recommendations for the establishment
69 or improvement of such programs. The school committee shall
70 submit the advisory committee’s report to the board.
71 Sections. State-wide Advisory Committee
72 The board shall appoint a state-wide advisory committee to
73 assist the board in executing its duties under this chapter. The
74 state-wide advisory committee shall consist of at least ten and not
75 exceed twenty members. The state-wide advisory committee shall
76 include one representative from every educational region. Addi-
-77 tionally, the state-wide advisory committee shall consist of indi-
-78 viduals interested in the area of family violence prevention,
79 including:
80 (a) parents;
81 (b) students;
82 (c) teachers;
83 (d) school adjustment counsellors;
84 (e) school psychologists;
85 (f) school guidance counsellors;
86 (g) school administrators;
87 (h) special educators;
88 (i) health educators;
89 (j) health professionals;
90 (k) representatives of school committees; and
91 (1) representatives of nonprofit organizations.

The board shall appoint one person from the state-wide advisory
93 committee to serve as the chairperson. The state-wide advisory
94 committee shall meet at least four times per year. The state-wide95 advisory committee shall exist for three years. At the end of three96 years, the board may renew the state-wide advisory committee.
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97 The tenure of membership on the state-wide advisory committee
98 shall be for three years and renewable at the board’s discretion.
99 Section 6. Duties;
100 The board shall review the reports submitted by the school
101 committees pertaining to family violence prevention programs.
102 Based on the results of the reports and the study of other available
103 information, the board shall compile model family violence preven-
-104 tion programs (hereinafter referred to as “model programs”) rela-
-105 tive to the age and developmental level of students from grades K
106 through 12. In compiling the model programs, the board shall seek
107 the advice of the Commonwealth’s departments of social services,
108 mental health, public health and public welfare, the executive
109 office of human services, the U.S. department of health and human
110 services and the national center on child abuse and neglect. When
111 compiling the model programs, the board is encouraged to seek the
112 advice of professionals and agencies, within and without the com-
-113 monwealth, pertaining to family violence prevention programs.

1 14 The board shall review successful family violence prevention pro-
-115 grams implemented in other states.
116 The model programs shall be a resource to assist the school
117 committees in developing family violence prevention programs.
118 The board shall inform the school committees of the availability
119 of the model programs by written notice. The board shall make
120 the model programs available for the optional use of the school
121 committees. Subject to appropriations, the board shall solicit
122 proposals from school committees for family violence prevention
123 programs. The board shall develop and distribute by written notice
124 to the school committees, guidelines for proposal applications. A
125 proposal application shall include statements of need, implementa-

-126 tion and program evaluation.
127 In granting funds for such proposals, the board shall give prefer-
128 ence to proposals which include some or all of the following
129 components:
130 (a) child care and development;
171 (b) parental skills for parents and adolescents;
172 (c) day care centers located at secondary schools as components
177 of parenting programs;
*74 (d) interpersonal skills;
*75 (e) conflict resolution skills;
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136 (f) incentives for male participation;
137 (g) in-service training components for teachers, and
138 (h) comprehensive preventive health education.
139 Priority shall be given to those proposals which contain compre-
-140 hensive, sequential family violence prevention programs for an
141 entire school or school district.
142 Funds may be granted to a school district to provide for program
143 coordinators, in-service training and program materials.
144 If the board rejects a school committee’s proposal under this
145 chapter, then the board shall provide the respective school commit-
-146 tee with a written explanation for rejection. The written explana-
-147 tion for rejection shall state the reasons for the rejection and, where
148 practicable, suggest recommendations for resubmission.
149 To evaluate the effectiveness of family violence prevention pro-
-150 grams after implementation, each grant recipient shall submit an
151 annual, comprehensive evaluation to the board. The evaluation
152 shall describe the program(s), including the effectiveness of the
153 program(s) in carrying out the goals of family violence prevention
154 programs.
155 Section 7. Appropriations:
156 The board shall request funding for the implementation of fam-
-157 ily violence prevention programs annually.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.






