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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

Resolutions memorializing congress to enact a national
SECURITY BUDGET.

1 Whereas, The Nation’s cities are in desperate need of federal
2 action that generates jobs and services for their residents, and
3 military spending generates fewer jobs per dollar than other
4 federal spending and provides no tangible services for its residents
5 in return; and
6 Whereas, From 1981 to 1984, Congress cut more than $5O
7 billion from domestic assistance programs (including the areas of
8 education, job training, health care, and nutrition and housing),
9 while during the same period, it increased military spending by

10 $lOO billion; and
1 i Whereas, Proposed military spending from Fiscal Year 1986
1 2 through Fiscal Year 1990 will total $2.0 trillion: and
13 Whereas, This spending translates into a cost over the next four
14 years of $32,031 cost to every American family; and. . .

15 Whereas, Between November of 1980 and November of 1983,
16 forty-one towns and cities in Massachusetts, including
17 Springfield, Worcester, Lowell, New Bedford, Brockton,
18 Amherst, Northampton, Boston and Pittsfield, overwhelmingly
19 approved of the Jobs with Peace referendum by a margin of 69%
20 to 31% (190,314 to 86,032); and
21 Whereas, On November 2, 1983, 74% of Massachusetts
22 residents supported the Nuclear Freeze referendum and continue
23 to express concern for significant reductions in military spending
24 and disarmament; and
25 Whereas, The proposed increases in military spending will
26 require deeper cuts in domestic programs in future years, fuel
27 inflation and undermine the economy; and
28 Whereas, Tax cutting measures in many of the nation’s cities
29 and states are reducing local revenues and consequently reducing
30 the ability of local governments to deliver essential services; and
31 Whereas, Decreased federal monies for domestic programs
32 further reduce the ability of our state, cities and towns to provide

basic services; therefore be it
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34 Resolved, That the Massachusetts General Court hereby voices
35 its concern over, and opposition to, the proposed FY1986 federal
36 budget which recommends an increase of $3O billion in military
37 spending financed by a $3B billion cut in domestic programs; and
38 be it further
39 Resolved, That the Massachusetts General Court calls upon the
40 U.S. Congress “To make more money available for jobs and
41 programs in quality education, transportation, housing, health

care, human services and other socially productive industries by
reducing the amount of our tax dollars spent on nuclear weapons,

44 foreign military intervention, strategic space initiatives and
45 wasteful military programs. These policies will promote a healthy
46 economy, true national security and jobs with peace.”; and be it
47 further
48 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent by the Clerk
49 of the House of Representatives to the President of the United
50 States, the presiding officer of each branch of Congress and to
51 the members thereof from this Commonwealth.
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