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By Mr. Nagle of Northampton, petition of William P. Nagle, Jr.,
relative to qualifications and benefits under the program of prop-
erty tax relief for certain elderly persons. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

An Act concerning qualifications and benefits under the state
PROGRAM OF PROPERTY TAX RELIEF FOR THE ELDERLY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 58, section 10c is hereby amended by the addition of a
2 new section:
3 Section D. An owner of real property or any tenant for life or
4 tenant for a term of years liable for real property taxes under
5 chapter 58 who meets the qualifications stated in subdivision (a) of
6 this section shall be entitled to pay the tax levied on said property.
2 calculated in accordance with this provisions of subdivisions (b)
8 and (c) of this section for thefirst year his claim for such tax relief is
9 filed and approved in accordance with the provisions of section 6

10 and for each subsequent year that he shall meet said qualifications.
11 (a) To qualify for the tax relief provided in this section and
12 section 6 a taxpayer shall meet all the following requirements: (1)
13 Be sixty-five years of age or over, or his spouse, who is domiciled
14 with him, shall be sixty-five years or over at the close of the
15 preceding calendar year, or be fifty years of age or over and the
16 surviving spouse of a taxpayer who at the time of his death had
12 qualified and was entitled to tax relief under chapter 58 provided
•8 such spouse was domiciled with such taxpayer at the time of his

19 death; (2) occupy said real property as his home; (3) either he or his
20 spouse shall have resided within this state for at least one year
21 before filing a claim under chapter 58; (4) have individually, if
22 unmarried, or jointly, if married, adjusted gross income, the total
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23 of which shall hereinafter be called“qualifying income, during the
24 calendar year preceding the filing of his claim in an amount of not
25 more than (6) twelve thousand dollars if married and not more
26 than ten thousand dollars if unmarried, provided such maximum
27 amounts of qualifying income shall be subject to adjustment in
28 accordance with subparagraph (3) of subdivision (c) of this section;
29 and (5) shall have received no financial aid or subsidy from federal,
30 state, county or municipal funds, excluding property tax exemp-
-31 tions, emergency energy assistance underany state program, emer-
-32 gency energy assistance under any federal program, emergency
33 energy assistance under any local program and any payments
34 received under the Federal Supplemental Security Income Pro-
-35 gram, (for direct payment of property taxes) during the prior
36 calendar year.
37 (b) The tax on the real property for which the benefits under
38 chapter 58 are claimed shall be calculated by reducing the tax based
39 on the assessment date of 1973, or the tax based on the assessment
40 date for the last full assessment year preceding any municipality’s
41 change to a uniform fiscal year, or based on the assessment date of
42 any subsequent year in which the taxpayer first files and has
43 approved a claim under chapter 58 for each subsequent year there-
-44 after he shall meet the qualifications stated in subdivision (a) of this
45 section, by the credit amount permitted under subdivision (c) of
46 this section. If title to real property or a tenancy interest liable for
47 real property taxes is recorded in the name of the person or his
48 spouse making a claim and qualifying under this section and
49 chapter 58 and any other person or persons, the claimant here-
-50 under shall be entitled to pay his fractional share ofthe tax on such
51 property calculated in accordance with the provisions of this sec-
-52 tion, and such other person or persons shall pay his or their
53 fractional share of the tax without regard for the provisions of this
54 section and chapter 58, unless also qualified hereunder. For the
55 purposes of this section, a “mobile home,” as defined inchaptersB,
56 or a dwelling on leased land, including, but not limited to, a
57 modular home shall be deemed to be real property and the word
58 “taxes” shall not include special assessments, interest and lien fees.
59 (c)(1) A taxpayer qualifying under subdivision (a) of this sec-
-60 tion, shall be entitled to a tax credit as described in subdivision (b)
61 of this section equal to the tax assessed with respect to any year for
62 which claim is made for credit, less five per cent of his qualifying
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63 income during the calendar year preceding the filing of his claim,
64 but such credit shall not exceed the maximum credit for such
65 qualifying income determined: for the assessment year com-
-66 mencing October 1, 1980, in accordance with the table:

67 Qualifying Income Maximum Credit
68 Not
69 Over Exceeding
70 $ 0 $3,000 $4OO
71 3,000 3,500 350
72 3,500 4,000 300
73 4,000 4,500 200
74 4,500 5,000 150
75 5,000 5,500 100
76 5,500 6,000 50
77 6,000 None
78 Subject to adjustment
79 under subparagraph (3) Married Unmarried
80 $ 0 $ 4,000 $6OO $5OO
81 4,000 5,000 500 400
82 5,000 6,000 400 300
83 6,000 7,000 300 200
84 7,000 8,000 200 100
85 8,000 10,000 100 50
86 10,000 12,000 50 None
87 12,000 None None
88g 9 and for the assessment year commencing October 1, 1981, and
90 thereafter, in accordance with the following table.

91 Qualifying Income Maximum Credit
92 Not
93 Over Exceeding Married Unmarried
94 $ 0 $ 5,000 $6OO $5OO
95 5,000 7,000 500 400
96 7,000 8,000 400 300
97 8,000 9,000 300 200
98 9,000 10,000 200 100
99 10,000 12,000 100 None

None100 12,000 None
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(2) In no event shall any taxpayer, who has submitted an appli-
cation for tax credit in accordance with chapter 58, in respect to
which a certification of credit has been issued by the assessor prior
to the effective date of this act, be entitled to a tax credit under this
section in an amount less than the amount of such tax credit
applicable with respect to such taxpayer under the provision ofthis
section in effect immediately prior to the effective date of this act
and such taxpayer shall continue to be entitled to such amount of
such tax credit for so long as such taxpayer continued to be
qualified in accordance with the provisions of this section.
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(3) The amounts of income at each level of qualifying income, as
provided in the table for the assessment year commencing October
1, 1980, insubparagraph(l)ofthissubdivision,shall beadjustedin

a uniform manner not later than the first day of March to reflect
the effect of the annual rate of inflation in the preceding calendar
year on the annual inflation adjustment in social security income,
provided each such adjustment of qualifying income shall be deter-
mined to the nearest one hundred dollars. The adjustment of
qualifying income shall be applicable in determining the amount of
credit allowed under this subdivision with respect to property taxes
payable on the tax due date next following determination of such
adjustment.
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(d) If any taxpayer has qualified for tax relief under this section
and chapter 58, the tax credit determination under chapter 58 shall,
when possible, be applied and prorated uniformly over the number
of installments in which the real property tax is dueand payable to
the municipality in which he resides. The amount of such tax credit
shall, in addition, automatically apply to the real property tax
payable by the taxpayer for each of the four consecutive assess-
ment years following the assessment year for which such credit is
obtained. Any taxpayer believing himself entitled to a largercredit
amount for any such consecutive assessment year, shall reapply
under chapter 58, and if a larger tax credit is allowed such amount
shall be the uniform tax credit applied to any or such remaining
consecutive assessment years. Each taxpayer shall, in any event,
reapply for subsequent qualifications under chapter 58 for the
assessment year following the last assessment year of each five-year
qualifying period. The tax assessor in each municipality shall
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notify such taxpayer not later than January first of the year in
which such taxpayer is required to reapply. If any taxpayer has
qualified and received tax relief under this section and chapter 58
and subsequently in any calendar year has qualifing income in
excess of the maximum described in this section, he shall notify the
municipal tax assessor on or before the next filing dateand shall be
denied tax relief under this section for the assessment year and any
subsequent year or until he has reapplied and again qualified for
relief under said sections. Any such person who fails to so notify
the municipal tax assessor of his disqualification shall refund all
credits improperly taken and be fined not more than five hundred
dollars.
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(e) If a taxpayer who has qualified for a tax credit under this
section, receives or received benefits under chapter 58 for any year
for which such credit is claimed, the amount of such benefits shall
be deducted from the credit amount due him under subdivision (c)
of this section and the remainder, if any, shall be credited to him in
accordance with chapter 58.
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(0 Any person who qualified for a tax credit under this section,
year in which application is made, except that he ceased to be a
taxpayer during such year, or became a taxpayer during such
calendar year shall apportion his qualifying income for such cal-
endar year on the basis of the number of months that he was a
taxpayer and the income so apportioned to the months during
which he was a taxpayer and the income for purposes ofcalculating
the amount of credit under subdivision (c) of this section, provided
the maximum amount of credit to which he shall be entitled under
the table in subdivision (c) of this section shall be a fraction of the
amount shown in such table, the numerator of which shall be the
number of months of the year that he was taxpayer and the
denominator the numeral twelve.
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(g) Any person who has qualified prior to April 9, 1974, for tax
relief under chapter 58, or who qualified after said date under said
section, shall continue to be eligible for such tax relief, provided
any such person or any qualifying taxpayer may apply for tax relief
under this section and chapter 58 but shall thereafter forfeit all
rights to any benefits under said chapter 58.
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