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By Mr. Ambler of Weymouth (by request), petition of William V.
Cope relative to imposing an additional sentence on persons attempt-
ing suicide while confined in a jail or prison. Criminal Justice.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

An Act prohibiting attempted suicide in a jail or prison.

Be it enactedby theSenate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 36C the following section: -

3 Section 36D. Whoever attempts to take his or her own life, by
4 whatever means, shall be guilty of attempted suicide and shall be
5 punished by imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for not
6 less than thirty days nor more than six months, or a fine of not less
7 than one hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, and
8 whoever attempts to commit suicide in a jail, house of correction,
9 prison, or any other detention facility designed to hold or detain

10 persons underarrest, serving a sentence, or otherwise in custody of
11 a lawful authority, whether he or she is charged with a crime or
12 not, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not
13 more than three years or in a jail or house of correction for not
14 more than one year and a fine of not less than one thousand dollars
15 nor more than two thousand dollars. Any officer empowered to
16 make arrests or serve criminal process may arrest and detain any
17 person who he observes or has probable cause to believe is
18 attempting to commit suicide and hold said person so that they
19 may be brought before the court.
20 The court or trial justice, upon arraignment of a person charged
21 with attempted suicide under this section, shall order said person
22 to undergo ten days of psychiatric evaluation at a secure mental
23 health facility, whereupon the results of said ten day evaluation
24 may be used by said court or trial justice in determining the
25 defendant’s mental soundness to stand trial under this section.
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26 In the opinion of the court or trial justice, if the person so

27 charged is mentally competent to stand trial, and after trial, if
28 found guilty of violating this section, the court or trial justice may,
29 in his discretion, order said person to serve his or her sentence in a

30 secure mental health facility rather than a jail, house of correction,
31 or state prison as the case may be.
32 If a fine only is imposed, the court or trial justice may order, as a

33 condition of probation, that the defendant receive outpatient treat-

-34 ment at a mental health facility approved by the court or trial
35 justice.
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