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By Mr. Karol of Attleboro, petition of Stephen J. Karol, John F.

Parker and another (with the approval of the mayor and city council)
relative to the filling of vacancies in the offices of city council, school
committee and other elected offices in the city of Attleboro. Election
Laws. [Local Approval Received.]

Commontoealtfj of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six.

An Act relative to the filling of vacancies in the offices of city

COUNCIL, SCHOOL COMMITTEE AND OTHER ELECTED OFFICERS IN THE
CITY OF ATTLEBORO.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Article 2of the charter of the city of Attleboro,
2 which is on file in the office of the archivist of the commonwealth as
3 provided in section twelve of chapter forty-three B of the General
4 Laws, is hereby amended by striking out section 2-6 and inserting in
5 place thereof the following section;

7 If there be a vacancy on the Municipal Council by death,resigna-
-8 tion, removal from office, failure to elect or otherwise at any time
9 preceding the last nine calendar months of the term for which a

10 Councillor was elected, it shall be filled by special election in the
11 following manner:
12 (a) Notice Within seven days following the date of the Munici-
-13 pal Council declaring that the position is vacant, the clerk of the
14 council shall cause notice of the vacancy to be published for three
15 successive days in one or more newspapers having general circula-
-16 tion in the city. The notice shall state the date of the special election
17 and the time within which those voters who wish to be considered as
18 candidates for filling the vacancy shall file papers which time shall
19 not be less than fourteen nor more than twenty-one days following

20 the last day of such publication.
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HOUSE - No. 6232 [August2

21 (c) No vacancy which occurs during the last nine calendar
22 months of the term shall be filled unless failure to act would result in
23 less than eight members serving in the office ofcouncilman. In that
24 event all vacancies then existing shall be filled in the manner pro-
-25 vided above until the Municipal Council is returned to its full
26 complement.
27 Whenever a vacancy exists on the Municipal Council at the time
28 of the regular city election the person elected at said election to the
29 seat for which the vacancy exists shall forthwith be sworn and shall
30 serve for the balance of the unexpired term in addition to the term
31 for which he was elected. If the vacancy is in the office of council-
-32 man at large the seat shall be filled by the person receiving at said
33 regular election the highest number of votes for the office of coun-
-34 cilman at large and who is not then serving as a member of the
35 Municipal Council.

1 SECTION 2. Article 4 of said charter which is on file in said
2 office of the archivist of the commonwealth is hereby amended by
3 striking out section 4-5 and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:

6 If there be a vacancy by death, resignation, removal from office,
7 failure to elect or otherwise in the office of school committee
8 member, it shall be filled in the same manner as provided in Section
9 2-6 for Filling of Vacancies in the membership of the Municipal

10 Council following the School Committee’s giving notice of any
11 vacancy to the Municipal Council forthwith. No vacancy which
12 occurs during the last nine calendar months of the term shall be
13 filled unless failure to act would result in less than six members
14 serving in the office of school committeeman. In that event all
15 vacancies then existing shall be filled in the manner provided above
16 until the school committee is returned to its full complement.
17 Whenever a vacancy exists on the School Committee at the time
18 of the regular city election the person elected at said election to the
19 seat for which the vacancy exists shall forthwith be sworn and shall

20 serve for the balance of the unexpired term in addition to the term
21 for which he was elected. If the vacancy is in the office of school
22 committeeman at large the seat shall be filled by the person receiv-
-23 ing at said regular election the highest number of votes for the office

5 Section 4-5
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24 of school committeeman at large and who is not then serving as a
25 member of the school committee.

1 SECTION 3. Article sof said charter which is on file with said
2 office of the archivist of the commonwealth by striking out section
3 5-5 and inserting in place thereof the following section:

5 If there be a vacancy in the office of city clerk, city treasurer or
6 city collector by death, resignation, removal from office, failure to
7 elect or otherwise it shallbe filled in the same manner as provided in
8 Section 2-6 for Filling Vacancies in the membership of the Munici-
-9 pal Council. No vacancy which occurs during the last nine calendar

10 months ofthe term shall be filled. Whenever a vacancy exists at the
11 time of the regular city election the person elected at said election to
12 the vacant office shall serve for the balance of the unexpired term in
13 addition to the term for which he was elected.

1 SECTION 4. The state secretary shall cause the following ques-
-2 tion to be placed on the official ballot to be used in the city of
3 Attleboro at the biennial state election to be held in the year
4 nineteen hundred and eighty-six: “Shall an act passed by the
5 general court in the year nineteen hundred and eighty-six entitled
6 ‘An Act relative to the filling of vacancies in the offices of city
7 council, school committee and other elected officers in the city of
8 Attleboro’, be accepted?”. If a majority of the votes cast in answer
9 to said question is in the affirmative then the act shall take full

10 effect, but not otherwise.

I SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

4 Section 5-5
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