
SENATE 375
By Mr. Albano, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 375) of

Salvatore R. Albano, George Bachrach, Christopher J. Hodgkins,
John A. Businger, other members of the General Court and others for
legislation relative to the powers and duties of the community antenna
television commissioner. Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six.

An Act to further define the purposeof the Massachusetts cable
TELEVISION COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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1 SECTION I. Chapter 166 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by renumbering section las section IA and adding the
3 following section:
4 Section 1. Whereas the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
5 recognizes the public interest in the operations and services of cable
6 television companies, and whereas cable television involves public
7 rights-of-way, local licensing, and vital community and business
8 services, it is hereby declared the policy of the Commonwealth to
9 regulate cable television companies as necessary to promote the

10 orderly development of cable television in the Commonwealth; to
I I provide oversight and municipal assistance during all phases of
12 system licensing and operation; to protect the consumer in the
13 cable television market-place; to develop and promote local pro-
-14 gramming in the community interest; to provide procedures to
15 adjudicate the rights and responsibilities of, and disputes between,
16 all parties affected by regulation under this Chapter; and to
17 respond to other state, local or industry concerns consonant with
18 applicable statutes, regulations and policies of the federal govern-
-19 ment.
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1 SECTION 2. Chapter 166 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after Section 10 the following section:
3 Section 10A. An issuing authority or licensee may, at any time,
4 request a hearing before the Commission in order to compel a
5 determination that all parties to a license are in compliance there-
-6 with. The Commission shall provide a hearing and make findings
7 as to the rights and obligations of the parties to a license. The
8 Commission shall issue a final written order advising all parties of
9 the factual and legal reasons supporting its decision. In issuing its

10 order, the Commission may require compliance by a licensee or
11 issuing authority; require modification of the license; and make
12 other determinations as necessary to resolve the dispute and com-
-13 pel license compliance. The Commission, as part of its decision,
14 may impose fines of up to one thousand dollars per day for each
15 separate violation of any order issued under this Section.

1 SECTION 3. Section 16 of Chapter 166 A of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the second sentence the fol-
-3 lowing sentence: The Commission shall also have the authority to
4 adjudicate license compliance issues if a hearing is requested by the
5 issuing authority or licensee.

1 SECTION 4. Section 19 of Chapter 166 A of the General Laws,
2 as amended by Section 16 of Chapter 674 of the acts of 1975, is
3 hereby further amended by inserting after the word “sections”, in
4 line 1, the words: ten A.

1 SECTIONS. Section 13 of Chapter 166Aof the General Laws,
2 as amended by Section 10 of Chapter 674 of the acts of 1975, is
3 hereby further amended by adding the following sentence: The
4 decision of the issuing authority to grant or deny a request for
5 renewal shall be final only upon issuance of certificates of com-
-6 pliance by the Commission, or the expiration of sixty days, which-
-7 ever occurs first.


