
4

I

(Similar Matter Filed During Past Session

SENATE .

Se: Sen
.

a,eN
.°- 969

.

0
n No. 585

By Mr. Bachrach, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 585)
of George Bachrach for legislation relative to mental health services to
minors. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

An Act relative to mental health services to minors.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 112 of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following new section;
3 Section 148.A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a
4 minor who has attained the age of twelve years who, in the opinion
5 of the attending professional person, is mature enough to partici-
-6 pate intelligently in mental health treatment or counseling on an out-
-7 patient basis, and who would present a danger to himself or others
8 without such mental health treatment or counseling, or who has
9 been the alleged victim of incest or child abuse, may give consent to

10 the furnishing of such outpatient services. Such consent shall not
11 be subject to disaffirmance because of minority. The consent of the
12 parent, parents, or the legal guardian of the minor shall not be
13 necessary to authorize the provision of such services. Mental
14 health treatment or counseling of a minor as authorized by this
15 section shall include the involvement of the minor’s parent, par-

-16 ents, or legal guardian, unless in the opinion of the professional
17 person who is treating or counseling the minor, such involvement
18 would be inappropriate. Such person shall state in the client record
19 whether and when he or she attempted to contact the parent,
20 parents, or legal guardian of the minor, and whether such attempt
21 to contact was successful or unsuccessful, or the reason why, in his
22 or her opinion, it would be inappropriate to contact the parent,
23 parents, or legal guardian of the minor.
24 B. The parent, parents, or legal guardian of a minor shall not be
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25 liable for payment for any such mental health treatment or coun-
-26 seling services, as provided in subdivision (A), unless such parent,
27 parents, or legal guardian participates in the mental health treat-
-28 ment or counseling and then only for the services rendered with
29 such participation.
30 C. As used in this section, “mental health treatment or counsel-
-31 ing services” means the provision of mental health treatment or
32 counseling on an outpatient basis by any governmental agency, by
33 a person or agency having a contract with a governmental agency
34 to provide such services, by any agency which receives funding
35 from community united funds, by runaway houses and crisis reso-
-36 lution centers, or by any mental health professional, as defined in
37 subdivision (D).
38 D. As used in this section, “professional person” means a per-
-39 son defined as a psychologist in Section 118 of Chapter 112; a
40 physician or surgeon practicing psychiatry who is registered under
41 Chapter li2; an individual certified as aschool psychologist by the
42 Department of Education; a licensed social worker as defined in
43 Section 130 of Chapter 112.
44 E. The provisions of this Section shall not be construed to
45 authorize a minor to receive convulsive therapy, psychosurgery, or
46 psychotropic drugs without the consent of his or her parent or
47 guardian.


