
SENATE 673
By Mr. Doris (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,

No. 673) of Don Marson for legislation to establish a Massachusetts
citizens review board to investigate complaints of alleged physical or
sexual child abuse. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

An Act creating a certain review board.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in Genera!
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 SECTION I. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
2 special law to the contrary, there is hereby established a five
3 member citizens review board, hereinafter called the Massachusetts
4 Citizens Review Board. This board shall be independent of the
5 department of social services and the executive office of human
6 services. Said board shall consist of three laypersons not employed
7 by any state agency and by one attorney not employed by any state
8 agency and one psychiatrist not employed by any state agency. A
9 notice shall be placed in the appropriate newspapers to notify the

10 public of these positions and all applications shall then be for-
-11 warded to the Massachusetts house of representatives who shall
12 then vote on each of the applicants. All applicants shall receive a
13 number and the applicant’s reason for serving on the board and his
14 background shall be read aloud to the house. The house members
15 shall then vote for the numbered applications. At no time shall
16 names of applicants be mentioned. Any applicant who wins a
17 majority of votes of members present shall be elected to a two year
18 term. Board members shall be fulltime with a salary of twenty-five
19 thousand dollarsper year in the case ofthe three lay positions, and a
20 salary of sixty thousand dollars a year in the case of the two
21 professional positions. In addition each member shall be reim-
-22 bursed for travel and any other appropriate board related expenses.

1 SECTION 2. This review board shall receive and investigate
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2 complaints made by subjects of reports of alleged child physical or
3 sexual abuse and neglect against any employee of the Massachu-
-4 setts department of social services and any of its contract agencies,
5 any law enforcement officers, any employee of the district attor-
-6 neys’ office or any person or persons appointed or assigned a
7 responsibility by the court or the local social service department or
8 its subcontractors, including a guardian ad litem, foster parent,
9 physician or mental health professionals.

1 SECTION 3. The review board shall have full legal powers and
2 shall have full power to resolve all cases it reviews and full power to
3 overrule the department of social services and any of its contract
4 agencies or agents and any other governmental agency or contrac-
-5 tors. The review board shall hear all cases and shall have thepower
6 to order a child returned immediately to his or her parents or
7 guardians.
8 In addition, if at any time the review board knows or has reason
9 to believe that the law or rules governing the department of social

10 services and any of its subcontracted agencies or agents, have been
11 violated by the individuals the complaint has been made against,
12 the review board shall notify the head of theagency, department or
13 office which employs the individual. Upon notification the agency,
14 department or office shall complete a formal investigation and shall
15 send a copy to the review board of their formal investigation and
16 results of the said investigation.
17 If the review board determines thatan individual is not discharg-
-18 ing his duties in a professional or legal manner, it may also lodge a
19 formal complaint with any professional board which monitors the
20 conduct of its members or with an official at the state or federal
21 level of government. The commonwealth shall prepare and distrib-
-22 utc a brochure which describes the function of the review board and
23 the method by which it may be contacted. Such brochure shall be
24 given out in all agencies, departments and offices dealing with child
25 abuse and neglect.
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