
SENATE 904
By Mr. LoPresti, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 904)

of Michael LoPresti, Jr., Joan M. Menard, Eleanor Myerson and
other members of the General Court for legislation to further regulate
the disclosure of agency adoption records. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

An Act regarding agency adoption records.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 210 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after Section 5C the following section: -

3 Section SD. Notwithstanding the provisions of any law to the
4 contrary.

5 (a) A placement agency, as defined in section nine of chapter
6 twenty-eight A of the General Laws, holding records relating to
7- an adopted person and/or the biological parents of the adopted
8 person, and/or the adoptive parents of the adopted person shall;
9 (i) Release to the adopted person, if he has reached the age of

10 eighteen years, upon his written request, information about the
11 adopted person’s biological parents which will not identify the
12 biological parents or their present or former locations, and which
13 will not tend to lead to the identification of the biological parents
14 or their present or former locations.
15 (ii) Release to a biological parent of the adopted person, upon
16 the biological parent’s written request, information about the
17 adopted person which will not reveal his identity after adoption
18 or his present or former locations, and which will not tend to lead
19 to his identity after adoption or present or former locations.
20 (iii) Release to an adoptive parent, if the adopted person is
21 under the age of eighteen years, upon the adoptive parent’s written
22 request, information about the adopted person and his biological
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23 parents which will not identify the biological parents or their
24 present of former locations, and which will not tend to lead to
25 the identification of the biological parents or their present or
26 former locations.
27 (b) The information released pursuant to paragraph (a) shall
28 include such non-identifying information about the person’s or
29 persons’ medical, ethnic, socio-economic, and educational
30 circumstances as the agency is holding and shall also include such
31 non-identifying information about the circumstances under which
32 the adopted person became available for adoption as the agency,
33 in its discretion, deems to be in the best interests of the person
34 requesting the information.
35 (c) If a placement agency, as defined in section nine of Chapter
36 twenty-eight A, has received written permission from a biological
37 parent of an adopted person to release the identity of the biological
38 parent to the adopted person and the said agency has received
39 written permission from the adopted person or written permission
40 from the adoptive parents if he is under the age of eighteen to
41 release the identity after adoption of the adopted person to the
42 biological parent, then the agency shall, provided that if the
43 biological parent is surviving, then he or she has given written
44 consent at least thirty days before the release of said identifying
45 information, release the identity of the adopted person to the
46 biological parent and the identity of the biological parent to the
47 adopted person.
48 Where it appears in this sub-section, the term “biological
49 parent” shall mean a biological mother, or a father named on the
50 birth certificate of the adopted person filed in court with the
51 adoption papers, and/or a man who has signed as father an
52 adoption surrender filed in court with the adoption papers.”
53 (d) Information released pursuant to paragraphs (a) through
54 (c) shall be provided in writing if the person requesting asks that
55 it be in writing.
56 (e) A placement agency, as defined in section nine of chapter
57 twenty-eight Aof the General Laws, shall:
58 (i) Release to the biological parent of an adopted person, upon
59 the biological parent’s written request, any personal data, as
60 defined in section one of chapter sixty-six A, which it holds
61 relating to the biological parent.
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62 (ii) Release to an adoptive parent, upon his written request, any
63 personal data, as defined in section one of chapter sixty-six A,
64 which it holds relating to the adoptive parent.
65 (iii) In making any disclosure of information pursuant to this
66 paragraph (e), the agency shall remove personal identifiers
67 relating to a third person. No agency shall rely on any exception
68 contained in clause Twenty-sixth of section seven of chapter four
69 to withhold personal data otherwise accessible under this
70 paragraph.
71 (f) All otheradoption records held by a placement agency shall
72 be confidential and shall not be released.
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