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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

An Act to improve public libraries.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 78 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 19A and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:

5 The state treasurer shall annually, on or before July first, pay
6 from monies appropriated from the Local Aid Fund for that
7 purpose, to each city or town certified by the board of library
8 commissioners to have met certain minimum standards of free
9 public library service established by said board, an amount to be

10 used for the free public library or libraries of said city or town,
11 to be determined as follows;
12 (1) To each town having a population ofless than two thousand
13 five hundred a sum equivalent to the amount appropriated by it
14 for free public library service during the preceding year, but in
15 no event more than one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars;
16 (2) To each city and to each town having a population of two
17 thousand five hundred or more, a sum not exceeding fifty cents
18 for each resident therein; provided, that such city or town
19 appropriates during the preceding year for its free public library
20 service at least one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars;
21 (3) To each city and town, in addition to the amount specified
22 in paragraph (1) or (2), a sum determined by allocating the
23 remaining available amount among the cities and towns according
24 to the provisions of section eighteen C of chapter fifty-eight;

4 Section 19A.
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25 (4) In addition to the amounts specified in paragraphs (1), (2)
26 and (3), to each city or town whose library is designated a major
27 non-resident lender by said board, an amount for the purpose of
28 offsetting the costs of extending said service to nonresidents. Said
29 amount shall be determined by said board by allocating the sum
30 appropriated for this purpose according to criteria and formulae
3 | developed by said board in consultation with the regional public
32 library systems established under section nineteen C.
33 No city or town shall receive any money under this section in
34 any year when the appropriation of said city or town for free
35 public library services is below an amount equal to the average
36 of its appropriation for free public library service for the three
37 years immediately preceding, increased by two and one-half
38 percent of said average.

1 SECTION 2. Section 198 of Chapter 78, as so appearing, is
2 hereby amended by inserting at the end thereof the following
3 clause:
4 (7) include in their annual report the total number of
5 non-resident loans and non-resident circulation as a percentage of
6 the library’s total circulation, as certified by the librarian and
7 subject to an audit by the state auditor.

1 SECTION 3. Section 19C of chapter 78 of the General Laws,
2 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out clause (4) and
3 inserting in place thereof the following clause;
4 (4) In addition to the sums provided in clause (3), the Boston
5 public library, as the library of last recourse for reference and
6 research services for the commonwealth, shall be entitled to
7 receive in state aid the sum of sixty-one and three-tenths cents
8 for each resident in the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 4. Said Section I9C of Chapter 78 of the General
2 Laws, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting at
3 the end thereof the following clause:

4 (5) Any employee employed in a position identified as a
5 regional position in a public library which accepts funds under
6 this section shall not be required to comply with residency

requirements. For purposes of this section, “regional position
shall mean a full-time or part-time position tor which at least fitly
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percent of the funding is provided by the state pursuant to this
section.

9
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SECTION 5. The board of library commissioners shall
establish a competitive grant program for the purpose of
providing funds, subject to appropriation, to implement new
projects in public libraries. Such grants shall not be made for the
support of ongoing operational project expenses beyond the time
determined by said board as necessary to implement a project,
which in no case shall exceed two years. The board shall establish
minimum requirements to be met by all applicants for grants
under this program, which shall include but not be limited to the
requirements that said applicants shall not use grant monies to
replace local operational monies, shall pay a certain portion of
the implementation costs of a project and shall agree to pay the
operating costs of a project after its implementation.
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Grants awarded under this section are to be awarded for
innovative public library projects, including but not limited to the
establishment of automated resource sharing clusters, programs
of inter-library cooperation among different types of libraries, the
purchase of computer equipment, the hiring of temporary staff
to convert a library to a computerized system, the coordination
of collection development among libraries in a cluster, acquisition
of telecommunications equipment, development of information
and referral services, literacy projects, access centers for the
handicapped, and informational efforts aimed at stimulating
interest in libraries.
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1 SECTION 6. The board of library commissioners is hereby
2 authorized and directed to establish a program to assist cities and
3 towns in undertaking feasibility studies, and in the acquisition of
4 real property, design, construction, reconstruction, renovation,
5 preservation, rehabilitation, demolition or expansion of a facility
6 to be used as a public library. Provided that the board may be
7 authorized to spend no more than thirty-five million dollars on
8 said program.
9 The board may in accordance with the provisions of this act,

10 provide grant funds to such cities and towns which apply for
11 funding of projects authorized by this section; provided, however,
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12 no such grant shall be made without the prior written approval
13 of the secretary of administration and the house and senate
14 committees on ways and means.

1 SECTION 7. The board shall establish rules and regulations
2 which shall govern the application for and distribution of grant
3 funds under the provisions of section six of this act; provided that
4 any such rules and regulations shall require that any city or town
5 receiving a grant make a financial commitment to the project for %

6 which the grant is awarded. Such grants may be awarded only
7 for facilities to which the applying city or town has clear title. In
8 determining the priority and the level of state funding for such
9 public library projects the board shall consider, among others, the

10 following factors: (a) the extent to which the public library is in
I 1 need of structural repairs or handicapped access ways; (b) the
12 extent to which the public library is involved in the regional public

i 3 library service program established in section nineteen C of
14 chapter seventy-eight of the General Laws and in other
15 cooperative programs with other libraries, and; (c) the extent to
16 which the public library has a high degree of demand for library
17 services which cannot be met without capital improvements to the
18 library. The amount of assistance for any one project shall not
19 exceed seventy-five percent of the total cost of such project.

1 SECTION 8. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
2 out the provisions of sections six and seven of this act, the state
3 treasurer shall, upon request of the governor, issue and sell bonds
4 of the commonwealth to an amount to be specified by the
5 governor from time to time, but not exceeding, in the aggregate,
6 the sum of thirty-five million dollars.
7 All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be
8 designated on their face, Capital Outlay Loan—Public Library
9 Facilities, Act of 1986 and shall be in accordance

|() recommendations of the governor submitted pursuant to Section
I 1 Three of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of
12 the Commonwealth, be issued for maximum terms not exceeding
13 twenty years and be payable not later than June thirtieth, two

14 thousand and eleven. All interest and payments on account of
15 principal of such obligations shall be payable from the Local Aid
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16 Fund. Bonds issued underauthority of this section and the interest
17 thereon shall, notwithstanding any other provisions of this act,
18 be general obligations of the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 9. The state treasurer may borrow from time to
2 time on the credit of the commonwealth such sums of money as
3 may be necessary for the purposes of meeting payments
4 authorized by sections six and seven of this act, and may issue
5 and renew from time to time notes of the commonwealth therefor,
6 bearing interest payable at such times and at such rates as shall
7 be fixed by the state treasurer. In accordance with the
8 recommendations which the governor shall submit pursuant to
9 Section Three of Article LXII of the Amendments to the

10 Constitution of the commonwealth, such notes shall be issued and
11 may be renewed one or more times for terms not exceeding one
12 year and the inal maturities of such notes, whether original or
13 renewal, shall not be later than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
14 and ninety-one.

1 SECTION 10. There shall be appropriated for the fiscal year
2 ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, sums
3 sufficient to pay for the telecommunications expenses of
4 automated resources sharing networks and their member libraries
5 and for the talking book program administered by the Worcester
6 public library.








