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OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

The Honorable Michael J. Connolly, Secretary of the Commonwealth
State House, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Mr. Secretary:
In compliance with section 33 of chapter 30 of the General Laws,

enclosed herewith are six legislative proposals of the Inspector
General for the 1987 session of the General Court.

1. The first proposal would set forth clear, effective and efficient
procedures for the procurement of supplies by the Commonwealth.
The procedures in this bill are adapted from the American Bar
Association's Model Procurement Code. This bill would replace the
antiquated and incomplete statutory provisions which presently
govern State purchasing with a modern and coherent legal framework.
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2. The second proposal would replace the present three-member
governing board of the Woods Hold, Martha’s Vineyard and
Nantucket Steamship Authority with a seven-member board. The new
board would retain the current principle of a majority from the
Islands, but would add representation from both the Town of
Barnstable and Barnstable County. This recommendation is based on
the findings of my 1985 report on the Steamship Authority.

3. The third proposal would require the Woods Hole, Martha’s
Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority to adhere to many of
the basic reforms developed by the Ward Commission and applicable
to most other public agencies. This bill would make the construction
bid and designer selection laws applicable to capital projects of the
Steamship Authority. In addition, the bill would require the Authority
to develop open and accountable procurement procedures on contracts
for supplies and services.
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4. The fourth proposal would establish a modern and fair set of basic
procurement procedures for county and local governments. This bill
is patterned on the Model Procurement Code of the American Bar
Association. The bill would replace the confusing and largely
ineffective web of existing laws that govern most county and local
procurements. The bill would provide a clear and effective code to
foster competition and provide safeguards against fraud, waste, and *

abuse.

H5. The fifth proposal would clarify certain provisions regarding the m

Inspector General’s authority to investigate fraud, waste, and abuse
in particular public procurement contracts.

6. The sixth proposal is a technical amendment that would make
clear that staff investigators of the Inspector General’s Office may
deliver subpoenas for documents just as they may now deliver
subpoenas for witnesses.

Sincerely,

JOSEPH R. BARRESI,
Inspector General.
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