
HOUSE 1031

By Mrs. Gray of Framingham, petition of Barbara E. Gray for
legislation to require the use of safety seat belts in motor vehicles by
persons under the age of twenty-one years. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-S

An Act requiring the use of safety belts in certain motor
VEHICLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section lof chapter 90 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the definition of “Operator” as
3 appearing in the 1984 Official Edition of the General Laws, the
4 following definition: —“Occupant crash protection device”, a pas-
-5 sive restraint device which operates automatically upon impact in
6 accordance with the specifications offederal regulations in effect on
7 July 1, 1986.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter ninety is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 7AA, inserted by chapter 680 of the acts of
3 1981, the following section:
4 Section 788. No person under the age oftwenty-one shall oper-
-5 ate a motor vehicle nor ride as a passenger in said vehicle on any
6 way unless such person is wearing a safety belt which is properly
7 adjusted and fastened. No person operating a motor vehicle shall
8 permit a person under the age of sixteen to ride as a passenger in
9 said vehicle unless such person is wearing a seat belt which is

10 properly adjusted and fastened.
11 The provisions ofthis section shall not apply to; (1) anychildless
12 than five years of age who is subject to the provisions of section
13 seven AA ofchapter ninety; (2) any person riding as a passenger in
14 a motor vehicle in which all seating positions equipped with safety
15 belts are occupied by other passengers who are using said restraints;
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16 (3) any person riding as a passenger in a motor vehicle used to
17 transport passengers for hire; (4) any person riding in a motor
18 vehicle manufactured before July first, nineteen hundred and sixty-
-19 six; (5) any person who is physically unable to use safety belts;
20 provided, however, that such condition is duly certified by a physi-
-21 cian who shall state the nature of the condition, as well as the reason
22 such use is inappropriate, and provided further no such physician
23 shall be subject to liability in any civil action for the issuance orfor
24 the failure to issue said certification; (6) any rural mail carrier ofthe
25 United States Postal Service operating a motor vehicle while in the
26 performance of his duties; (7) any driver or passenger who fre-
-27 quently stops and leaves a motor vehicle or delivers property from
28 such vehicle, if the speed of such vehicle between stops does not
29 exceed 15 miles per hour; (8) any police officer operating a motor
30 vehicle while performing his duties as a police officer.
31 Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be
32 subject to a fine of fifty (50) dollars. The provisions of this chapter
33 may be enforced by any enforcement agency of the Commonwealth.
34 A violation of this section shall not be construed as a conviction
35 of a moving violation of motor vehicles laws, including payments
36 pursuant to chapter 90C, under chapter 105 section 1138,and such
37 a violation shall not be used as evidence in any civil action.
38 The provisions of section 3of chapter 90C shall apply to such a
39 violation.


