
HOUSE No. 1072
By Mrs. Holland of Longmeadow, petition of Iris K. Holland for

legislation to authorize a voluntary contribution on state income tax
forms to be allocated to the establishment of a child abuse prevention
trust fund. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven

An Act to establish a child abuse prevention trust fund

IN MASSACHUSETTS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. A child abuse prevention trust fund shall be
2 established to provide funding for child abuse prevention
3 programs. The money to fund these programs shall come from
4 a combination of resources: a voluntary contribution on all
5 state income tax forms; private donations; and federal grants.
6 Funds to be distributed shall be allocated by a Child Abuse
7 Prevention Trust Fund Advisory Board to local prevention
8 efforts. The trust fund’s purpose is to develop a dedicated
9 source of funds that can be used by cities and towns to develop

10 innovative programs to prevent familiar violence to children
11 and address the problems of child abuse and neglect.
12 For the purpose of this legislation, the following definition
13 shall be used; “prevention” - influencing parents and guard-
-14 ians and their children, or prospective parents and guardians,
15 so as to avoid parenting patterns which can lead to abuse or
16 neglect of children.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 62 is amended by inserting after Section
2 6E the following section:
3 Section 6F. Every individual who files a separate return and
4 whose income tax liability for any taxable year is one dollar or
5 more may voluntarily contribute one additional dollar over his
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6 income tax liability to be paid over to the child abuse pre-
vention trust fund in accordance with the provisions of this

9 In the case of a joint return of husband and wife having an
10 income tax liability of two dollars or more, each spouse may

I I voluntarily contribute one dollar to the trust fund.
12 A contribution made under this section may be made with
I 3 respect to any taxable year at the time of filing the return of
14 the tax imposed by this chapter for such taxable year; provided,
15 however, that the commissioner shall prescribe the manner in
16 which such contribution shall be made on the face of the return
17 required by section five of chapter sixty-two C.
18 The provisions of this section shall apply on to residents
19 required to file a return under this chapter.
20 For purposes of this section the phrase “income tax liability
21 for any taxable year” shall mean the amount of tax imposed
22 by this chapter reduced by some of the credits allowed by
23 clauses (a) and (b) of section six.

I SECTION 3. A child abuse prevention trust fund advisory
board shall be established within the executive office of the

3 Governor of the Commonwealth. This board shall be composed
4 of fifteen members as follows; the director of the executive
5 office of human resources; secretary of the executive office of
6 human services; commissioner of the department of social

services; commissioner of the department of mental health;
8 commissioner of the department of youth services; commis-
-9 sioner of the department of public health and the director of

10 the office for children; six public members, appointed by the
I I governor from each of the Commonwealth’s six human services
12 area (H.S.A.) regions, and two public members appointed at
13 large by the governor. These individuals shall be appointed
14 based upon their knowledge of and interest in the preven-
-15 tion of child abuse and neglect. The term of each public mem-
-16 ber shall be three years, except that of public members first
17 appointed; three shall serve for three years, three shall serve for
18 two years, and the two at-large members shall serve for one
19 year. A vacancy in an unexpired term shall be filled in the
20 same manner as the original appointments. The governor shall
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designate a chairperson of the board from among the public
members. The board may elect other officers and committees
as it considers appropriate.
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The board shall employ an executive director who will be

charged with carrying out the duties and responsibilities assigned
by the board. Appropriations for this purpose and for other
administrative functions shall be approved by the board and be
within the limitations of appropriations as stated in section 5.
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SECTION 4. The child abuse prevention trust fund advisory
fund shall meet at least twice annually. The board shall develop
procedures for the allocation of funds from the child abuse pre-
vention trust fund. The guidelines for the awarding offunds shall
include the following: recipients shall be community based pro-
grams focusing on prevention of child abuse and neglect. Consid-
eration shall be given to such factors as need, equitable distribu-
tion within H.S.A. areas, coordination with or improvement of
existing services, and the ability of funded programs to serve as
models for other programs within the Commonwealth. The board
shall review and monitor expenditures of monies from the child
abuse prevention trust fund, on a periodic basis, and shall facili-
tate the exchange of information between funded programs and
other projects and agencies involved in the prevention of child
abuse and neglect.
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SECTION 5. There shall be established within the treasury of
the Commonwealth a separate trust fund known as “the child
abuse prevention trust fund.” The fund shall be expended only as
provided in this section. The fund shall be administered by the
commissioner of administration and finance, in accordance with
section 7F of Chapter 7 of the General Laws in the following
manner:
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up to ten percent of funds deposited annually shall be allo-
cated for administration of the child abuse prevention trust fund
advisory board. The extent of the allocation shall be determined
by the board.
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seventy percent of the remaining annual deposits shall be
allocated directly to the child abuse prevention trust fund advi-
sory board for disbursement to prevention programs. The other
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thirty percent shall be handled by the state treasurer in the same
manner as other state trust funds. The earnings realized from
these funds shall be allocated annually to the child abuse preven-
tion trust fund advisory board for disbursement to prevention
programs.
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Until the total amount of assets in the trust fund exceeds
$5,000,000.00, not more than one-half of the money contributed
to the trust fund each year, plus the earnings credited to the trust
fund during the previous fiscal year, shall be available for dis-
bursement upon the authorization of the advisory board as pro-
vided in Section 4 herein. After such time that the state treasurer
certifies that the assets in the trust exceed $5,000,000.00, only the
earnings credited to the trust fund shall be available for disburse-
ment upon the authorization of the state board as provided in
Section 4 herein.
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Funds granted or funds received as gifts or donations to the

child abuse prevention trust fund shall be available for disburse-
ment as provided for in Section 4 herein, and funds authorized
for expenditure shall not be considered assets for purposes of
this section.
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