
HOUSE No. 1741
By Mr. Blanchette of Lawrence, petition of Kevin P. Blanchette relative to further regulating the administration of police career incentive programs. Public Service.

)t Commontocaltf) of iflaftefacfjutfettsf

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven.

A n Act further regulating the administration of police career
INCENTIVE PROGRAMS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as follows:
1 SECTION 1. Section 1 16 of Chapter 6 of the General Laws as
2 appearing in the 1984 Official Edition is hereby further amended
3 by striking out in line twelve the words “the commissioner of
4 education” and inserting in place thereof the words: —thechancel-
5 lor of the board of regents of higher education.
1 SECTION 2. The second and sixth paragraphs of section 108L
2 of chapter forty-one of the General Laws, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 480 of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 seventy-six, are hereby further amended by striking out in said
5 paragraphs the words “board of higher education” wherever they
6 appear, and inserting in place thereof in each instance the
7 following: — board of regents of higher education.
1 SECTION 3. Said section 108L of said chapter forty-one is
2 hereby further amended by striking out the third paragraph in its
3 entirety, and inserting in place thereof the following new para-
4 graph:
5 Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the
6 board of regents of higher education is hereby authorized and
7 directed to establish, in consultation with the Massachusetts Crim-



2 HOUSE -  No. 1741 [January
8 inal Justice 1 raining Council, and enforce academic program
9 standards relative to curriculum, attendance requirements, equip- 

10 ment, facilities and qualifications of instructors which shall apply 
I 1 to degree programs and the courses offered therein upon which
12 police officers may seek payment of career incentive base salary
13 increases; provided further that said board is authorized upon
14 application by any educational institution offering such degree
15 programs and the courses therein to approve and, from time to
16 time, review such courses and degree programs to ensure com-
17 pliance with said standards; and provided further that said board is
18 authorized and directed to establish and maintain a list of
19 approved degree programs under this section. If said board shall
20 have reason to believe that any degree program or the courses
21 therein do not comply with said standards, it may, after a hearing,
22 suspend or revoke its approval of such programs and may refuse to
23 certify as eligible those officers who are enrolled or were previously
24 enrolled in such degree programs and who seek certification under
25 the career incentive pay program; provided that no such suspen-
26 sion or revocation shall in any way be deemed to decertify any
27 credits earned in a degree program subsequent to such program’s
28 having appeared on the list of approved programs required by this
29 paragraph and prior to such approval having been suspended or
30 revoked. Proceedings under this section shall be deemed to be
31 adjudicatory proceedings as defined in section one of chapter thirty
32 A and shall be subject to the provisions of said chapter thirty A. In
33 establishing said academic program standards, and any amend-
34 ments thereto, the board shall submit its recommendations to the
35 clerks of the house of representatives and senate. Said clerks shall
36 refer such recommendations to the appropriate standing commit-
37 tee of the legislature. Within fifteen days of such referral, said
38 committee shall transmit in writing to the board its request, if any,
39 for modifications in such recommendations. Within fifteen days of
40 receipt of any such request, the board shall resubmit to said com-
41 mittee its recommendations, together with any modifications made
42 thereto. If the general court takes no final action relative to said
43 recommendations within forty-five days of the date on which such
44 recommendations are first referred to said committee, said recom-
45 mendations shall be deemed to have been approved. Such stan-
46 dards, and any amendments thereto, shall not take effect unless and
47 until they have been approved pursuant to this paragraph.
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1 SECTION 4. The fifth paragraph of section I08L of chapter
2 forty-one of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 the first sentence thereof and inserting in the place thereof the
4 following new sentence: —
5 Any city or town which accepts the provisions of this section
6 prior to January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-six and which
7 provides career incentive salary increases for police officers shall be
8 reimbursed by the commonwealth for one-half the cost of such

» 9 payments upon certification by the board of regents of higher
f 10 education.

1 SECTION 5. Said section 108L of said chapter forty-one is
2 hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof the following
3 new paragraph: —
4 , The board of regents of higher education shall file annually, not
5 later than October fifteenth of each year, a report with the clerks of
6 the house of representatives and senate, and with the governor.
7 Such report shall include, at a minimum, the following informa-
8 tion for the preceding fiscal year:
9 (a) The number of state and municipal employees earning

10 career incentive base salary increases under this section, and/edu-
11 cation incentive base salary increases under section 108L'/2, dis-
12 played by agency and by municipality;
13 (b) the degree programs in which credits leading to such
14 increases were earned, showing both the total degrees earned and
15 the salary increases attributable to each such total, pursuant to this
16 section and to section 108L'/$;
17 (c) the number of such degree credits, if any, earned by partici-
18 pating employees prior to appointment, as a ratio of all such degree
19 credits earned, both for this section and for section 108L^;
20 (d) the cost to the commonwealth of its participation in and
21 reimbursements for the programs established under this section
22 and under section 108L14.

1 SECTION 6. Chapter 41 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting the following new section:
3 Section 108L'/i. There is hereby established an education incen-
4 tive program offering base salary increases to regular full-time
5 members of the various city and town police departments,
6 members of the uniformed branch of the division of state police
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7 appointed under section nine A of chapter twenty-two and state
8 police detectives appointed under section six of chapter twenty-two
9 serving in any division in the department of public safety, the 

10 capitol police and the metropolitan district commission police, as a 
1 1 reward for furthering their education in the field of policework.
12 Police education incentive base salary increases shall be predi-
13 cated on the accumulation of points earned in the following
14 manner: one point for each semester hour credit earned towards a
15 baccalaureate or an associate degree and sixty points for an asso-
16 ciate degree; officers participating in such program shall be granted
17 a base salary increase of ten per cent upon attaining an associate’s
18 degree or sixty points earned to a baccalaureate degree, a twenty
19 per cent increase upon attaining a baccalaureate degree, and a
20 twenty-five per cent increase upon attaining a master’s degree or a
21 degree in law; provided, that said credits or degrees were earned in
22 a degree program which furthers the police officers’ education in
23 their field of police work. In addition to the foregoing require-
24 ments, all semester credits and degrees shall be earned in an educa-
25 tional institution accredited by the New England Association of
26 Schools and Colleges or other regional accrediting associations
27 approved by the board of regents of higher education, and shall be
28 credited for the purpose of determining points under this section,
29 notwithstanding the date of appointment of an individual to a
30 position described in the first paragraph of this section.
3 1 Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the
32 board of regents of higher education is hereby authorized and
33 directed to establish, in consultation with the Massachusetts Crim-
34 inal Justice Training Council, and enforce academic program
35 standards relative to curriculum, attendance requirements, equip-
36 ment, facilities and qualifications of instructors w'hich shall apply
37 to degree programs and the courses offered therein upon which
38 police officers may seek payment of education incentive base salary
39 increases; provided further that said board is authorized upon
40 application by any educational institution offering such degree
41 programs and the courses therein to approve and, from time to
42 time, review such courses and degree programs to ensure com-
43 pliance with said standards; and provided further that said board is
44 authorized and directed to establish and maintain a list of



1987] HOUSE -  No. 1741 5

45 approved degree programs under this section. If said board shall
46 have reason to believe that any degree program or the courses
47 therein do not comply with said standards, it may, after a hearing,
48 suspend or revoke its approval of such programs and may refuse to
49 certify as eligible those officers who are enrolled or were previously
50 enrolled in such degree programs and who seek certification under
51 the education incentive pay program; provided that no such sus-
52 pension or revocation shall in any way be deemed to decertify any
53 credits earned in a degree program subsequent to such program’s
54 having appeared on the list of approved programs required by this
55 paragraph and prior to such approval having been suspended or
56 revoked. Proceedings under this section shall be deemed to be
57 adjudicatory proceedings as defined in section one of chapter thirty
58 A and shall be subject to the provisions of said chapter thirty A. In
59 establishing said academic program standards, and any amend-
60 ments thereto, the board shall submit its recommendations to the
61 clerks of the house of representatives and senate. Said clerks shall
62 refer such recommendations to the appropriate standing commit-
63 tee of the legislature. Within fifteen days of such referral, said
64 committee shall transmit in writing to the board its request, if any,
65 for modifications in such recommendations. Within fifteen days of
66 receipt of any such request, the board shall resubmit to said com-
67 mittee its recommendations, together with any modifications made
68 thereto. If the general court takes no final action relative to said
69 recommendations within forty-five days of the date on which such
70 recommendations are first referred to said committee, said recom-
71 mendations shall be deemed to have been approved. Such
72 standards, and any amendments thereto, shall not take effect
73 unless and until they have been approved pursuant to this
74 paragraph.
75 Any city or town which accepts the provisions of this section and
76 provides education incentive salary increases for police officers
77 shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth for one-half the cost of
78 such payments upon certification by the board of regents of higher
79 education. The board of regents of higher education shall certify
80 the amount of such reimbursement to be paid to such city or town
81 from information filed on or before September first of each year
82 with said board, on a form furnished by it, by the chief of police, or
83 one of similar rank, of the city or town police department. The
84 board of regents of higher education shall also certify the amount
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of the education incentive salary increases to be allocated to the 
members of the uniformed branch of the division of state police 
appointed under section nine A of chapter twenty-two and state 
police detectives appointed under section six of chapter twenty- 
two serving in any division in the department of public safety, the 
capitol police and the metropolitan district commission police 
from information filed with said board on or before September 
first of each year by the commissioner of public safety for the 
members of the uniformed branch of the division of state police 
appointed under section nine A of chapter twenty-two and state 
police detectives appointed under section six of chapter twenty- 
two serving in any division in the department of public safety, by 
the commissioner of the metropolitan district commission for the 
metropolitan district commission police, and by the chief of the 
capitol police for the capitol police. Said information shall be filed 
on a form to be furnished by the board of regents of higher 
education.

Any officer seeking payment of education incentive base salary 
increases in a degree program or a course therein not then appear
ing on the list of approved programs maintained by the board of 
regents pursuant to this section, may request credit in such pro
gram or course therein by filing a form with the appointing author
ity indicating how such degree program or course would further his 
education in the field of police work. The appointing authority 
shall determine whether the degree program or course requested is 
likely to further the officer’s education in the field of police work. If 
the appointing authority so finds, he shall request the approval of 
the Massachusetts criminal justice training council, which shall 
approve such request unless it finds the determination of the 
appointing authority to be arbitrary and capricious, or not sub
stantiated by competent evidence, including the particular circum
stances of the municipality or agency so requesting. If the appoint
ing authority denies any request, the police officer aggrieved by 
such denial may appeal directly to the Massachusetts criminal 
justice training council. The council shall determine whether the 
degree program or course for which credit is requested is likely to 
further the applicant’s education in the field of police work. 11 the 
council so finds, it shall certify its findings in writing to the chief 
executive officer of the municipality or agency involved, or to the



1987] HOUSE -  No. 1741 7

124 legislative body of the municipality where the appointing authority
125 and chief executive officer are the same person. The chief executive
126 officer or legislative body, as the case may be, shall review any such
127 findings, and may adopt or reject the findings of the council as it
128 deems appropriate. In the event that any such degree program or
129 course has been finally approved by the council and the appointing
130 authority, chief executive officer, or legislative body, as the case
131 may be, the board of regents shall establish a list of approved
132 degree programs or courses consistent with such approval and with
133 the academic program standards established in this section. Such
134 list shall apply only to the agency or municipality making such
135 request.

1 SECTION 7. For the purposes of effecting the provisions of
2 this act, the board of regents of higher education is hereby author-
3 ized and directed to establish the initial academic program stan-
4 dards required by the third paragraph of section 108L, as amended
5 by section 3 of this act, and the standards required by the third
6 paragraph of section 108L'/2 not later than March fifteenth,
7 nineteen hundred and eighty-six. Said board shall establish lists of
8 approved degree programs consistent with such standards and
9 with the provisions of said sections not later than May fifteenth, 

10 nineteen hundred and eighty-seven.
1 SECTION 8. Sections 1 and 7 of this act shall take effect upon
2 passage.
1 SECTION 9. Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 shall take effect on May
2 fifteenth, nineteen hundred and eighty-seven.

T his D o c u m en t Has B een P rin ted  On 100%  R ecy c led  P aper.




