
HOUSE 2502

By Mr. Mclntyre of New Bedford, petition of Joseph B. Mclntyre,
Eleanor Myerson, Barbara E. Gray and Barbara Hildt relative to
providing for improved transitional planning for special education
students. Education.

tEfje Commontoealtf) of iHa«sia£f)U«ctW

!n the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven

An Act providing for improved transitional planning for spe-

cial EDUCATION STUDENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 718, section 128 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking the words “or will terminate within two
3 years” at the end of the second sentence and substituting the words
4 “or will terminate within three years”.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 71 B, section 128 of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended by revising the fifth sentence to read as
3 follows:
4 The committee shall adopt rules and procedures governing its
5 proceedings and shall by regulation adopt clear standards for
6 assigning agency responsibility for services under sections 12A-C of
7 this chapter including the responsibility to do program planning,
8 program development and to make appropriate budget requests.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 71 B, section 12C of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking the words “at least two years before
3 such person attains the age of twenty-two or at least two years
4 before such person’s graduation” in the second sentence of the first
5 paragraph, and substituting the words “at least three years before
6 such person attains the age of twenty-two or at least three years
7 before such person’s graduation”.
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1 SECTION 4. Chapter 71 B, section 12C of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended by adding after the first sentence in the
3 fifth paragraph the following language:
4 The transitional plan shall be developed by an interdisciplinary
5 team of professionals within 90 days of the date that agency is
6 assigned, and in no case less than two years prior to the expected
7 date of the termination of special education services unless the
8 disabled person or the person’s parent or guardian consents to an
9 extension of time. Teachers or other education agency representa-

-10 tives who know the disabled person shall be included in the interdis-
-1 1 ciplinary team, and unless impracticable, the plan shall be deve-
-12 loped in conjunction with an Individual Education Plan meeting.

1 SEC TION 5. Chapter 71 B, section 12C is further amended by
2 deleting everything in the sixth paragraph after the first sentence.

1 SECTION 6. Chapter 718, section 12C is further amended by
2 adding at the end of the section the following language;
3 The transition plan shall be reviewed annually by a team
4 including at least the disabled person and those agencies providing
5 services and shall be amended as necessary to assure that services
6 meet the disabled person’s needs in the least restrictive appropriate
7 environment. The plan shall continue in effect for at least three
8 years after the date on which the proposed services are actually
9 provided. The Bureau of Transitional Planning shall have the

10 authority to enforce compliance with the transitional plan. A
11 disabled person dissatisfied with the content of or compliance with
12 the plan shall be entitled to an adjudicatory hearing before the
13 Secretary of Human Services or his or her designee. A disabled
14 person dissatisfied with the decision of the Secretary or designee
15 may appeal to the Superior Court pursuant to Chapter 30A of
16 the General Laws.


