
Framingham/Worces-
ter commuter rail
line. The expansion
is also important for
the South Coast Rail
project, which would
restore commuter
rail service to New
Bedford and Fall
River, and for
enhanced high-
speed rail service
on the Boston-to-
Washington corridor.

Current plans are to add 7
new tracks to the station,
increasing the number of
tracks to 20. The project
would also require the reloca-
tion of the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice’s General Mail Facility,
which is next to South
Station.

The grant, which was
announced in late October, is

The members of the Boston region MPO: Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) Office of Planning

and Programming, cities of Boston, Braintree, newton, and somerville, Federal Highway administration, Federal

Transit administration, Massachusetts Bay Transportation authority, Massachusetts Bay Transportation authority

advisory Board, MassDOT Highway Division, Massachusetts Port authority, Metropolitan area Planning Council,

regional Transportation advisory Council, towns of Bedford, Framingham, and Hopkinton
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MeetiNg caleNDar

For the most recent information
on the following public meetings
and others that may have been
scheduled after TransrEPOrT

went to press, go to www.boston
mpo.org or call (617) 973-7119.
A photo ID is required to access
most meeting sites.

at the state 
traNsPOrtatiON 
builDiNg, 10 Park 
PlaZa, bOstON

November 10 (wednesday)

regional Transportation advisory
Council Freight Committee.
Conference Room 4. 1:00 PM

regional Transportation advisory
Council. Conference Room 4.
3:00 PM

November 17 (wednesday)

access advisory Committee to the
MBTa. Conference Rooms 2 and
3. 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

November 18 (thursday) 

Boston region MPO Transportation
Planning and Programming
Committee. Conference Rooms 2
and 3. 10:00 aM

November 29 (Monday) 

MBTa rider Oversight Committee.
Conference Rooms 1, 2, and 3.
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

December 2 (thursday) 

Boston region MPO Transportation
Planning and Programming

Calendar continued on p. 2
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Federal grant to Finance Planning
for south station expansion

The MPO documents refer-
enced in this issue can be
found on the MPO’s web-
site, www.boston mpo.org.
To request these in accessi-
ble formats or in languages
other than English, contact
the MPO at (617) 973-7100
(voice), (617) 973-8855
(fax), (617) 973-7089
(TTY), or publicinformation@
bostonmpo.org.

More bridge Funding in
Proposed tiP amendment 
Public-cOMMeNt
PeriOD OPeN uNtil
NOveMber 23

The Boston Region
Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) released
a draft amendment to the
federal fiscal years (FFYs)
2011–2014 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP)

for public review. The MPO
will accept written comments
on this amendment through
November 23 and at the
MPO’s regularly scheduled
meeting on December 2. (See
the calendar for the time and
location of the meeting.) 

NOrtheast states
receive $198 MilliON
FOr high-sPeeD
PasseNger rail

A $32.5 million award from
the Federal Railroad Admin-
istration (FRA) is making it
possible for the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts to
move forward on plans to
expand Boston’s South
Station, a busy commuter
crossroads where bus and
subway services converge
with MBTA commuter rail
service to the South Shore
and points west, and with
Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor
intercity rail service. 

With the train facility already
at capacity during peak travel
hours, the expansion of the
station would reduce conges-
tion on the tracks and build
the capacity needed for addi-
tional trains to run on the

expected to fund the work
associated with the prelimi-
nary design of the expansion
project and the environmen-
tal review and permitting
process. 

The South Station grant is
part of a $198 million pack-
age of federal funding
awarded to northeastern
states to support projects that

l TIP Amendment cont. on
p. 4

South Station, Boston

Find MPO
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Committee. Conference Rooms 2
and 3. 10:00 aM

December 6 (Monday) 

Judge Patrick King’s Update on
the MBTa/BCIL settlement
agreement. Conference Rooms 2
and 3. 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

December 8 (wednesday)

regional Transportation advisory
Council Freight Committee.
Conference Room 4. 1:00 PM

regional Transportation advisory
Council. Conference Room 4.
3:00 PM

December 16 (thursday) 

Boston region MPO Transportation
Planning and Programming
Committee. Conference Rooms 2
and 3. 10:00 aM

December 20 (Monday) 

MBTa rider Oversight Committee.
Conference Rooms 1, 2, and 3.
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

January 6 (thursday) 

Boston region MPO Transportation
Planning and Programming
Committee. Conference Rooms 2
and 3. 10:00 aM

Note
The access advisory Committee to
the MBTa will not meet in
December.

at Other bOstON 
area lOcatiONs

November 3 (wednesday) 

MassDOT Highway Division: Public
Hearing on the Proposed
rehabilitation of the anderson
Memorial Bridge. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. School, 100
Putnum Avenue, Cambridge.
7:00 PM

November 8 (Monday) 

MassDOT: Green Line Extension
Working Group. 51 Winthrop
Street, Medford. 6:00 PM

November 9 (tuesday) 

MassDOT: roxbury/Dorchester/
Mattapan Transit needs study
advisory Group subcommittee on
route 28 Bus stop. Central Boston
Elder Services, 2315 Washington
Street, Dudley Square, Boston.
5:00 PM to 7:30 PM

November 16 (tuesday) 

MassDOT Highway Division: Design
Public Hearing for the anderson
Memorial Bridge. Honan-Allston
Branch Library, 300 North Harvard
Street, Allston. 6:30 PM

Meetings sponsored by the Boston
Region MPO are conducted in
accessible locations, and materi-
als can be provided in accessible
formats and in languages other
than English. If you would like
accessibility or language accom-
modation, please contact the
MPO at (617) 973-7100 (voice),
(617) 973-8855 (fax), or (617)
973-7089 (TTY), or e-mail public
information@bostonmpo.org.

Calendar cont. from p. 1

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment has awarded a $4 million grant to the Metro
Boston Consortium for Sustainable Communities, a
diverse group of municipal, state, community, academic,
and business partners that are working to advance sus-
tainable development in the region. The Boston Region
MPO is a member of the consortium.

“We will use this award to
help implement Metro-
Future, the regional plan
developed by the people of
Greater Boston to create
good-paying jobs and
homes we can afford, while

protecting our environment and creating a more equi-
table region,” said Marc Draisen, the Executive Director
of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), the
lead agency in the consortium.

To learn more, visit the MAPC website, www.mapc.org/
metrofuture/sustainable-communities.

local consortium wins
sustainability grant

The Federal Highway
Administration and Federal
Transit Administration have
approved the Boston Region
MPO’s Unified Planning
Work Program (UPWP) for
federal fiscal year 2011. 

The UPWP is a planning
document that the MPO pre-
pares annually to outline the
surface transportation plan-
ning activities that it will con-
duct over the course of a
year. 

To view the Boston Region
MPO’s UPWP, visit the MPO’s
website or contact the MPO
staff.

Federal
agencies
approve
MPO work
Programs

Mbta to enhance
key bus routes

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

         

GREEN TIPS
You can help the MPO con-
serve paper by requesting to
receive TRANSREPORT by
e-mail. We hope you will.

We will sign you up for the
electronic version of our
newsletter if you provide us
with your e-mail address.

Write to publicinformation@
boston.mpo.org.

Thank you for reading
TRANSREPORT.

The MBTA will be making
enhancements to bus service
on its 15 busiest bus routes
with a grant of $12 million
awarded under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA). Each of these
Key Bus Routes will be
assessed to determine if there
is a need for traffic-signal
improvements, bus-stop relo-
cation, or amenities, such as
shelters, benches, trash bar-
rels, and signs, at bus stops.

The improvements are
expected to reduce trip
times; improve accessibility;
enhance customer comfort,
convenience and safety; and
make the service along these
routes more reliable and cost-
effective.

The MBTA is focusing first
on bus Routes 23 and 39 in
Boston, with implementation

scheduled for next spring.
Over the next two years, the
MBTA will address Routes 1,
15, 22, 28, 32, 57, 66, 71, 73,
77, 111, 116, and 117, which
serve customers in Arlington,
Belmont, Boston, Brookline,
Cambridge, Chelsea, Newton,
Revere, and Watertown.

The MBTA will be holding
public meetings and meet-
ings with municipalities and
local elected officials to dis-
cuss the proposed improve-
ments and to gather feed-
back.

If you have questions about
the Key Bus Route Improve-
ment Program, please contact
Greg Strangeways at (617)
222-2102 or gstrangeways@
mbta.com; or Erik Scheier at
(617) 222-3214 or escheier@
mbta.com.



boston region MPO activities
bOstON regiON MPO actiON iteMs
In October the Transportation Planning and Programming Committee released a draft amendment to the federal fiscal
year (FFY) 2011 element of the FFY 2011–2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for a 30-day public-comment
period (see the article on page 1). The Committee also gave the MPO staff approval to begin two projects. For the “MBTA
Neighborhood Maps and Bus Shelter Maps” project, the MPO’s cartographer will update maps for transit stations that
depict nearby points of interest and transit connections, and create new maps for 10 locations on the B, C, and D branches
of the Green Line.  The second project, “2010–2011 HOV Monitoring on I-93 North and the Southeast Expressway,” is a
continuation of work the MPO conducts annually to monitor the usage of the high-occupancy-vehicle (HOV) lanes on the
Southeast Expressway and Interstate 93 North, and to compare it to usage of the general-purpose lanes. The MPO per-
forms this work for the Massachusetts Department of Transportation, which is required by the Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection to collect data to show whether the HOV lanes meet a standard for travel-time savings.

celebrate the completion of
the modernization of that
station, one of the nation's
oldest subway stations. 

Included in this major
accessibility project were ele-
vators, escalators, raised
platforms, lighting, signage,
dual-mode communication
systems, and tactile warning
strips along the subway plat-
forms. 

regiONal
traNsPOrtatiON
aDvisOry cOuNcil
uPDate 

The Advisory Council
received a presentation
about the Massachusetts
Statewide Airport Systems
Plan at their October meet-
ing. The purpose of the
Plan is to provide a blue-
print to make sure the
state’s public-use airports
meet the state’s transporta-
tion and economic needs.
The Plan’s vision is to “pro-
vide a safe and efficient air-

port system that accommo-
dates demand, supports eco-
nomic and transportation
needs, and maximizes fund-
ing resources.” The final Plan
is on schedule for completion
in January 2011. Plan materi-
als are available at www.eot
.state.ma.us/airportplan. 

The Advisory Council also
discussed the upcoming revi-
sions to the Boston Region
MPO’s Memorandum of
Understanding and the
state’s draft Freight and Rail
Plan. 

The agenda of the next
meeting of the Advisory
Council, on November 10,
includes a presentation about
the Boston Region MPO’s
Pedestrian Transportation
Plan and a briefing on truck
restrictions by the Massa-
chusetts Motor Transporta-
tion Association.

access aDvisOry
cOMMittee tO the
Mbta (aact) uPDate

A rededication ceremony was
held on October 29 at Copley
Station on the Green Line to
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MPO conducting survey
about transportation
equity
The Boston Region MPO
wants to learn more about
the transportation needs and
problems in neighborhoods
with large populations of low-
income or minority residents.
If you live or work in an
MPO-identified environmental-
justice area, the MPO would
like to hear your views. To
find out about the environ-
mental-justice neighbor-
hoods, and to fill out the sur-
vey, go to www.bostonmpo
.org/equitysurvey. 

Transportation needs and
problems identified through

the survey will be discussed
with MPO members for con-
sideration in the MPO’s plan-
ning for capital transporta-
tion spending in the region.
The information will also be
submitted to the agencies
that are responsible for
implementing suggested
transportation improvements.

If you have questions, please
contact Alicia Wilson,
Manager of the Regional
Equity Program for the MPO,
at (617) 973-8008 or
awilson@bostonmpo.org 

transportation spending
report released
The Boston Region MPO has
released a memorandum on
an analysis of Transportation
Improvement
Program (TIP)
spending in federal
fiscal years (FFYs)
2008 through 2014. 

The memorandum presents
the results of an analysis of
the types of projects pro-
grammed in the TIP in the
recent past (FFY 2008
through FFY 2010), and
those programmed for fund-
ing in the near future (FFY
2011 through FFY 2014). It

also shows trends in TIP
funding across the entire
period of FFY 2008 through

FFY 2014. 

The MPO conducted
two inventories as
part of this analysis:

total TIP project funding,
and target funding, which is
the portion of federal fund-
ing for which the MPO has
total programming authority.

The memorandum is avail-
able on the MPO’s website by
clicking on the TIP icon, then
clicking on Transportation
lTIP Spending cont. on p. 4
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l South Station cont. from p. 1

lay the groundwork for high-
speed rail enhancements
from Maine to Washington,
D.C. The package also
includes planning grants for
enhancing and extending
Amtrak’s Downeaster
Corridor, which currently
runs from Boston, Mass., to
Portland, Maine, and for
extending commuter rail
service from Boston to
Concord, N.H. The FRA
awarded $2.4 billion nation-
ally, on a competitive basis.

“Demand for high-speed rail
dollars is intense, and it
demonstrates just how
important this historic initia-
tive is,” said Secretary of the
U.S. Department of
Transportation Ray LaHood.
“States understand that high-

Federal investment
spurs high-speed
rail in Northeast

In addition to the $32.5 million
federal grant for the expansion of
South Station, another $13.3 mil-
lion grant will pay for improve-
ments on the Northeast rail corri-
dor, on which Amtrak’s Acela runs.
The improvements will allow for
increased track speeds.

This amendment affects the
first annual element of the
TIP. It would add to the FFY
2011 program element a fed-
eral earmark for the design
of the Adams Green
Transportation Improvement
project in Quincy; program
funds for bridge projects on
Interstate 93 in Medford and
on Pelham Island Road in
Wayland; and adjust the costs
of three other bridge proj-
ects. The proposed action
would not remove any proj-
ects. 

Written comments may be
sent to 10 Park Plaza, Suite
2150, Boston, MA 02116.
Copies of the draft amend-
ment are available on the
MPO’s website, by contacting
the MPO staff at the afore-
mentioned address, or by
phone, TTY, fax, or e-mail.
(The MPO’s contact informa-
tion is pro-
vided on
page 1.)

lTIP Amendment cont. from
p. 1

tiP Public-
comment
Period Open 

Programming Inventory. If
you have questions, please
contact Hayes Morrison, TIP

lTIP Spending cont. from p. 3

Manager for the MPO, at
(617) 973-7129 or
hayesm@bostonmpo.org.

speed rail represents a
unique opportunity to create
jobs, revitalize our manufac-
turing base, spur economic
development, and provide
people with an environmen-
tally friendly transportation
option.”


