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By Mr. Vellucci of Cambridge (by request), petition of William
Strazzulo for legislation to repeal the summary process for non-
payment of rent and the summary process to tenants at will. The
Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven

An Act concerning evictions.

Be it enacted by the Senateand House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Such language in Chapter 239 as refers to
2 summary process for non-payment of rent and summary process
3 to tenants at will is repealed and in place thereof the following
4 section 14 inserted in its place at the end of said Chapter 239:
5 Section 9: After a five day grace period from the rental day,
6 in cases of non-payment of rent the landlord may, upon three day’s
7 notice to the tenant, enter a summons into a District Court. Entry
8 shall be dated on the same day or the day thereafter.
9 The tenant may file an answer within three days of having been

10 served the summons.
11 Upon judgment being found for plaintiff, eviction may
12 commence no sooner than the fourth day following judgment.
13 Cost for the eviction shall be paid for by the tenant. The moving
14 company may hold tenants’ goods in storage for a period of thirty
15 days. Should the tenant not retrieve his goods by paying the
16 moving and storage fees, they may be disposed of by sale at public
17 auction.
18 Should the tenant have a location to move said goods to, the
19 moving company shall proceed to move them to said location at
20 tenants’expense.
21 All judgment of rent due, court costs or other monies due shall
22 be handed down by the District Court. If the judgment from said
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23 court is for the landlord, enforcement of the judgment shall be
24 exclusively in the jurisdiction of said court. Payment shall be
25 within ten days or by agreement. If payment is not made within
26 ten days or as per agreement, the District Court shall within three
27 days demand all monies in full. If the demand is not satisfied, the
28 debtor shall be jailed until the monies are paid or subject to the
29 pleasure of the District Court.
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