
HOUSE No. 6054
Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Rosenberg of Amherst,

for a Bill further regulating the regional school budget process (House,
No. 1509). September 28.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven

An Act clarifying regional school budget process.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 168, as appearing in the 1986
3 Official Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 168. The regional district school committee, by a two-
-6 thirds vote of all its members, shall annually determine the
7 amounts necessary to be raised, after deducting the amount of aid
8 such district is to receive pursuant to section sixteen D, to
9 maintain and operate the district school or schools during the next

10 fiscal year, and amounts required for payment of debt and interest
11 incurred by the district which will be due in the said year, and
12 shall apportion the amount so determined among the several
13 municipalities in accordance with the terms of the regional school
14 district agreement. The amounts so apportioned for each
15 municipality shall be certified by the regional school district
16 treasurer to the treasurers of the several municipalities within
17 thirty days from the date on which the annual budget is adopted
18 by a two-thirds vote of the regional district school committee, but
19 not later than April thirtieth. The regional school district treasurer
20 shall include in the certification to each municipality a statement
21 setting forth the amount which the district is to receive under said
22 section sixteen D for the ensuing fiscal year and the proportionate
23 share of such aid for such municipality; the amount, if any, by
24 which the unencumbered amount in the excess and deficiency
25 fund, so called, of the regional school district at the end of the
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26 preceding fiscal year, as certified by the commissioner of revenue
27 pursuant to section sixteen B'/ 2, exceeded five per cent of the
28 regional school district’s operating budget and its budgeted capital
29 costs for the current fiscal year; and the proportionate share of
30 any such excess in said fund by which such municipality’s
31 assessment for the current fiscal year was reduced.
32 The regional school district treasurer shall also provide a copy
33 of the adopted budget to the chairmen of the boards of selectmen,
34 chairmen of the finance committees, mayors, presidents of the city
35 councils and the treasurers of the several municipalities.
36 Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the
37 superintendent of schools of a regional school district may, on
38 matters relating to the regional school budget, speak at a city
39 council meeting, a town meeting or a meeting of the town council
40 in a municipality having a town council form of government in
41 cities and towns within the regional school district when the
42 regional school budget is being considered.
43 The annual regional school district budget as adopted by a two-
-44 thirds vote of the regional district school committee shall require
45 the approval of two-thirds of the local appropriating authorities
46 of the several municipalities. The regional school district budget
47 so approved shall be apportioned among the several municipal-
-48 ities and paid in accordance with the terms of the agreement.
49 In the event that the regional school district budget in a two-

-50 member regional school district is not approved by the local
51 appropriating authorities of both municipalities, the following
52 provisions shall apply. The regional district school committee
53 shall convene a special district-wide meeting open to all registered
54 voters in both municipalities at which the regional school district
55 budget, proposed by the regional district school committee, shall
56 be considered. Such meeting shall be called pursuant to a warrant,

57 under the hands of a least a majority of the regional district school
58 committee, notice of which shall be given at least fourteen days
59 before the date of the meeting. The warrant shall state time, place
60 and purpose of the meeting and shall be directed to the district
61 secretary, who shall give notice by posting a copy in the city or

62 town clerk’s office and at least two other public places in each
63 member municipality and who shall further provide notice by
64 publishing a copy of said warrant in at least one newspaper in
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65 general circulation within the member municipalities. The boards
66 of selectmen of the member municipalities in a joint meeting shall,
67 by a majority vote of those present, appoint a town moderator
68 or any other person acceptable to the boards of selectmen to act
69 as moderator and the district secretary shall keep the record of
70 the meeting. Approval of the regional school district budget shall
71 require the affirmative vote of at least a majority of those present
72 and voting thereon, by a counted vote. The regional school district
73 budget so approved shall be apportioned between the member
74 municipalities and paid by them in accordance with the terms of
75 the regional school district agreement.
76 In the event that the regional school district budget in a regional
77 school district having three or more members is not approved by
78 at least two-thirds of the member municipalities as required by
79 this section, the regional district school committee shall reconsider
80 such budget and shall have thirty days to reconsider and shall
81 submit an amended budget on the basis of the issues raised. The
82 amounts required to be raised on account of the regional school
83 district budget shall be reapportioned between the member cities
84 and towns by the regional district school committee and a copy
85 of the amended budget shall be provided, not later than seven days
86 from the date the amended regional school district budget was
87 adopted by theregional district school committee, to the chairmen
88 of the boards of selectmen, chairmen of the finance committees,
89 mayors, presidents of the city councils and treasurers of the several
90 municipalities. With approval of the commissioner of education,
91 a regional district school committee may have an additional fifteen
92 days within which to reconsider and reapportion said budget. The
93 respective amounts reapportioned between the member cities and
94 towns by the regional district school committee shall be recertified
95 by the district treasurer to the treasurers of the member
96 municipalities not later than seven days from the date the regional
97 school district budget was adopted by the regional district school
98 committee. Prior to the expiration of thirty days from the date
99 on which said budget was adopted by the regional district school
100 committee, each member municipality may hold a meeting to act
101 upon the appropriation of the budget so reapportioned and
102 recertified to it and, if more than one-third of the member
103 municipalities shall vote at such meetings to disapprove the budget
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104 so reapportioned and recertified to them, the budget shall again
be recommitted to the regional district school committee for
action pursuant to this paragraph.

105
106

If more than one-third of the member municipalities do not vote
to disapprove the revised and resubmitted budget in duly called
meeting within the stated thirty days, said budget shall be
considered approved and shall be apportioned between the
member municipalities and paid by them in accordance with the
terms of the regional school district agreement.

107
108
109
1 10
11l
1 12
113 At any time after the adoption of the annual budget, the

regional district school committee may reduce the amount to be
raised by assessment to the several municipalities and reapportion
the reduced amount in accordance with the terms of the regional
school districtagreement for apportionment of costs. The regional
school district treasurer shall recertify the amounts reapportioned
to the treasurers of the several municipalities within thirty days
from the date on which the regional district school committee
votes to reduce the annual budget or assessments. If the
recertification is made after the annual town meeting of a member
town, the amount recertified shall be considered an amendment
to the amount required to have been appropriated at that meeting
without the necessity for further action by the town, and, if the
annual assessment of taxes has not been made, the municipal
assessors shall include only the amount so recertified in making
the annual assessments of taxes under the provisions of section
twenty-three of chapter fifty-nine.

114
I 15
116

I 17
118
119
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123
124
125
126
127
128
129

For the purposes of this section, a vote or votes by a local
appropriating authority to appropriate the municipality’s
apportioned share of the regional school district budget shall
constitute approval of the annual regional school district budget;
provided, however, that any municipality’s apportioned share
may not be increased in the same fiscal year without approval of
the local appropriating authority.

130
131
132
133
134
135
136

The clerk of each member municipality shall, within seven days
following a vote concerning a regional school district budget or
apportionment, certify in writing to the treasurer of the regional
school district the results of such vote by the municipality.

137
138
139
140

This section shall apply to all regional school districts
established under the provisions of special law, notwithstanding
any contrary provisions in any such special law.

141
142
143
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1 SECTION 2. Section 16B'/2 of said chapter 71, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the first sentence
3 the following two sentences: —The commissioner of revenue shall
4 certify the unencumbered amount in the excess and deficiency
5 fund, so called, of a regional school district, and the amount, if
6 any, by which it exceeds five per cent of the district’s operating
7 budget and its budgeted capital costs for the succeeding fiscal year,
8 at the end of each fiscal year and shall report such amount to the
9 regional district school committee, the board of selectmen in each

10 member town and the city council in each member city by
11 December first of each year. The regional district school
12 committee shall submit all information necessary to perform said
13 certification to the commissioner of revenue at the close of each
14 fiscal year but no later than October thirty-first.
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