
SENATE No. 120
By Mr. Doane, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 120) of

Paul V, Doane, Barry H. Johnson and Peter B. Morin for legislation to
reimburse counties for laws or regulations resulting in additional costs
to counties. Counties.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven

An Act reimbursingcounties for laws or regulationsresulting in
ADDITIONAL COSTS TO COUNTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 27C of Chapter 29 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1984 Official Edition is hereby amended by adding after subsec-

tion (a) the following sentence
4 Any law taking effect on or after January first, nineteen hundred
5 and eighty-eight imposing any direct service or cost obligation
6 upon any county shall be effective in said county only ifsuch law is
7 accepted by vote of the county commissioners and the county
8 financial advisory board in accordance with its charter, or by
9 appropriation of money, unless the general court, at the same

10 session in which such law is enacted, provides, by general law and
11 by appropriation for theassumption by the commonwealth of such
12 cost, exclusive of local administration expenses and unless the
13 general court provides by appropriation in each successive year for
14 such assumption.
15 Said Section 27C is further amended by adding in the first
16 sentence of subsection (c) after the words.. .“upon any city or
17 town”... the following:
18 and any administrative rule or regulation taking effect on or
19 after January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-eight which shall

20 result in the imposition of additional costs upon any county.
21 Said Section 27C is further amended by adding after the first
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word of the first sentence in subsection (d) the following:22
county,.

Subsection (e) of said Section 27C is hereby deleted and in its
place shall be the following:

24
25
26 (e) Any county, city or town, or any ten taxable inhabitants of

any city or town may in a class action suit petition the superior
court alleging that under the provisions of subsections (a), (b) and
(c) of this section with respect to a general or special law or rule or
regulation of any administrative agency of the commonwealth
under which any county, city or town is required to expend funds in
anticipation of reimbursement by the commonwealth, the amount
necessary for such reimbursement has not been included in the
general or any special appropriation bill for any year. Any county,
city or town, or any ten taxable inhabitants ofany city or town may
in a class action suit petition the superior court alleging that under
the provisions of subsections (a), (b) and (c) of this section with
respect to any general or special law, or rule or regulation of any
administrative agency of the Commonwealth which imposes addi-
tional costs on any county, city or town or which grants or
increases exemptions from local taxation, the amount necessary to
reimburse such county, city or town has not been included in the
general or any special appropriation bill for any year. The determi-
nation of the amount of deficiency provided by the division of local
mandates under subsection (d) of this section shall be prima facie
evidence of the amount necessary. The superior court shall deter-
mine the amount of the deficiency, if any, and shall order that the
said county, city or town be exempt from such general or special
law, or rule or regulation of any administrative agency until the
commonwealth shall reimburse such county, city or town the
amount of said deficiency or additional costs or shall repeal such
exemption from local taxation.
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Said Section 27C is further amended by adding in the first
sentence of the second paragraph of subsection (f) after the words
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“costs to” . . . the following55
56 counties,.

Said Section 27C is further amended by adding in the first
sentence of subsection (g) after...“(a), (b) and (c), any”...
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county59
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