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An Act relative

to

increasing

the

availability

of

burial

PERMITS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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SECTION 1. Section 45 of Chapter 114 of the General Laws, as
appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
sentence:
Except as provided in section forty-four and forty-six,
no undertaker or other person shall bury or otherwise dispose of a
human body in a town, or remove therefrom a human body which
has not been buried, until he has received a permit from the board
of health or its agent appointed to issue such permits, or if there is
no such board, from the clerk of the town where the person died or
the town where the undertaker’s or other person’s place ofbusiness
is located; provided, however, that such clerk, board of health or
such agent shall make such permits available at any time, including
weekends and holidays, on a twenty-four hour per day basis; provided further, that such clerk, board of health or such agent shall
transmit the original death certificate to the clerk in the city or town
where such person died within one business day; and, provided
further, that no undertaker or other person shall exhume a human
body and remove it from a town or from one cemetery to another,
until he has received a permit from the board of health or its agent
aforesaid or from the clerk of the town where such body is buried.
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SECTION 2. Within one year of the effective date of this act,
2 the commissioner of the department of public health shall study
3 and evaluate the availability of burial permits to undertakers.
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