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SENATE No. 748
By Mr. Berry, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 748)

of Frederick E. Berry, Thomas P. Walsh, Kevin M. Burke, Frances
F. Alexander and J. Michael Ruane for legislation to establish the
right of crime victims to attend court proceedings. The Judiciary.

tEf)e Commontoealtfj of iHa*«at{)U£ett*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven

An Act establishing the right of crime victims to attend court
PROCEEDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter lib of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following section;

4 1. For the purposes of Section 39a, the following words shall
5 have the following meanings:
6 (a) “person” shall mean: a human being; or a public or private
7 corporation, an unincorporated association, a partnership, or
8 other entity established by law; or a government or a
9 governmental instrumentality, including, but not limited to, the

10 Commonwealth of Massachusetts or any political subdivision
11 thereof.
12 (b) “criminal offense” shall mean conduct for which a sentence
13 to a term of imprisonment or to a fine is provided by any law,
14 local law, or ordinance of a political subdivision of this state.
15 (c) “victim” shall mean a person against whom a criminal
16 offense has been committed.
17 2. A victim of a criminal offense shall be entitled to be present
18 in any court exercising any jurisdiction over such offense.
19 3. A victim of a criminal offense shall not be excluded from
20 court during the trial or hearing or any portion thereof conducted
21 by any court which in any way pertains to such offense, provided,
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22 however, that a judge may remove a victim from the trial or
23 hearing or any portion thereof for the same causes and in the same
24 manner as the laws or rules of court provide for the exclusion or
25 removal of the defendant.
26 4. A victim of a criminal offense shall be exempt from the
27 operation of any rule of court, regulation, or statute or other law
28 requiring the separation or exclusion of witnesses from court in
29 criminal trials or hearings.
30 5. The failure of a victim to exercise any right granted by this
3! section shall not be grounds for a defendant or the Common-
-32 wealth to appeal a conviction or for any court to vacate, reverse,
33 or remand a criminal conviction, acquittal, or dismissal.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 2588 of the General Laws, as recently
2 established by Chapter 694, section 2of the Acts of 1983, is hereby
3 amended by adding after subsection (k) of section 3 the following
4 new subsection;
5 For victims, the right to be present in any court exercising
6 jurisdiction over the offense against him or her and to be exempt
7 from the operation of any rule of court, regulation, or statute or
8 other law requiring the separation or exclusion of witnesses from
9 court in criminal trials or hearings, provided, however, that a

10 judge may remove a victim from the trial or hearing or any portion
11 thereof for the same causes and in the same manner as the laws
12 or rules of the court provided for the exclusion or removal of the
13 defendant.
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