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By Mr. Reilly, a petition of Martin T. Reilly for legislation to
establish a support program for police officers affected by
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in the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven

An Act establishing a support program for police officers
AFFECTED BY OCCUPATIONAL STRESS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. For purposes of this act the following words shall
2 have the following meanings, unless otherwise required by the

context:
4 “Facility”, a place where police officers and family members
5 affected by occupational stress can receive support services.
6 “Family member”, a person related by blood or marriage to a
7 police officer and living in the same household as such police
8 office
9 “Hot-line”, a toll-free twenty-four hour telephone service

10 directly linked to a facility for the use of police officers and family
11 members affected by occupational stress and available each day
12 of the calendar year.

13 “Police officer”, any member of a police department of the
14 commonwealth or any of its political subdivisions.
15 “Police support services program” or “program”, support
16 services provided to police officers and family members affected
17 by occupational stress.
18 “Support services”, any service determined by the director to
19 be necessary for the assistance of police officers and family
20 members affected by occupational stress, including, but not
21 limited to, medical, legal, interventional, counselling and referral
n ;

vices



SENATE - No. 1631 [February 1987]2

1 SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
2 special law to the contrary, there is hereby established in the
3 department of public safety, but not subject to its control, a police
4 support services program, under the supervision of a director,
5 appointed by the commissioner of public safety with the approval
6 of the governor. Said director shall serve at the pleasure of the
7 governor. Said director shall be a psychologist or psychiatrist
8 licensed in the commonwealth and having a minimum of five years
9 experience in treating occupational stress.

10 The program shall include facilities and staff in convenient
11 locations in each county; provided, however, that the first of such
12 facilities shall be located in the city of Springfield to provide
13 support service for the cities and towns of Hampden county, and
14 no additional facilities shall be established until the facility in said
15 Springfield has been in operation for one year and until the
16 director determines that the program should be expanded into
17 counties other than Hampden.

1 SECTION 3. The program shall provide assistance to police
2 officers and the family members of such officers in the elimination
3 or reduction of health risks associated with police occupational
4 stress. The program shall supplement and support all similar
5 existing programs and shall include at least the following:
6 1. A hot line.
7 2. Referral services to appropriate professionals and
8 community based programs dealing with occupational stress.
9 3. Counselling and crisis intervention services including, but

10 not limited to, drug abuse, marital and domestic problems, job
11 discipline, career matters, finances, health and retirement.
12 4. Technical assistance for support networks.
13 5. A record-keeping system to provide absolute confidentiality
14 of all records related to individual police officers and their
15 families.

1 SECTION 4. The program shall be available free of charge on

2 a voluntary and confidential basis to a police officer or a family
3 member affected by occupational stress. Disciplinary referrals
4 from police departments shall not be accepted into the program.
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