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convenience requires that the law passed on the twenty-
fourth day of June, 1949, entitled "An Act Authorizing the
Ratification on the Part of the Commonwealth of a Proposed
Compact Entitled The Northeastern Interstate Forest Fire

Protection Compact," should take effect forthwith and that
it is an emergency law and that the facts constituting an
emergency are as follows:

An acute forest fire danger exists as a result of the con-
tinuous drought during the course of the past few months.
It is urgent that the provisions of this Act become operative

at once so that the signatory states may expeditiously effect

agreements which will solve this problem.
Such a compact must be approved by the Congress of the

United States, and such approval will be obtained only after

the various signatory states have themselves ratified the
Compact.

Very truly yours,

Paul A. Dever,
Governor of the Commonwealth.

Office of the Secretaky, Boston, August 2j, 1949.

I hereby certify that the accompanying statement was
filed in this office by His Excellency the Governor of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts at ten o'clock and forty-

five minutes, a.m., on the above date, and in accordance
with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Con-
stitution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter
four hundred and fifty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred
and forty-nine.

Edward J. Cronin,
Secretary of the Commomcealth.

ChapAdS An Act relative to the retirement of certain police
OFFICERS AND FIREMEN OF THE CITY OF LOWELL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section

eighty-five F of chapter thirty-two of the General Laws,
any member of a police or fire department of the city of Lowell
who is hereafter retired under the provisions of sections

eighty to eighty-five F, inclusive, of said chapter thirty-two,

and who was appointed a reserve pohce officer or reserve fire-

man prior to July first, nineteen hundred and thirty-seven,

shall, for the purpose of such retirement, be accredited with
his service as such reserve police officer or reserve fireman as

a part of his continuous service.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance
by the city council of the city of Lowell, subject to the ap-

proval of the city manager of said city.

Approved June 2J^, 1949.


