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An Act relating to exemptions from taxation granted Chap.5S4
SOLDIERS AND SAILORS AND THEIR WIVES, WIDOWS, FATHERS
OR MOTHERS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section 5 of chapter 59 of the General Laws o. l. (Ter.

is hereby amended by striking out clause Twenty-second, Sc.!'am4nded.

as most recently amended by chapter 206 of the acts of 1949,

and inserting in place thereof the following :
—

Twenty-second, Real estate of the following classes of ^oLTa^xatiou

persons who are legal residents of the commonwealth to the
IJfJ'i*^^^^^

amount of two thousand dollars in the case of each person; sailors, etc.

provided, such real estate is occupied as a domicile by such

person; and provided, further, that only two thousand

dollars of the real estate of any soldier or sailor and his wife

shall be exempted; and provided, further, that the real

estate of the person so exempted or the combined real estate

of a soldier or sailor and his wife does not exceed eight

thousand dollars, exclusive of the value of the mortgage

interest held by persons other than the person to be ex-

empted in such mortgaged real estate as may be included

in said whole estate or combined propertj'"; but if, said whole

estate or combined property being less than two thousand
dollars, the sum total thereof and of such mortgage interest

exceeds two thousand dollars, the amount so exempted shall

be two thousand dollars:

(a) Soldiers and sailors, who served in the military or

naval service of the United States in World War I or World
War II and were discharged or released in any manner other

than dishonorably therefrom, and, by reason of injury

received or disease contracted while in such service and in

the line of duty, lost the sight of both eyes, or of one eye,

the sight of the other having been previously lost, or who
lost one or both feet, or one or both hands. After the as-

sessors have allowed an exemption under this paragraph, no
further evidence of the receiving of the injury or disability

shall be required in any subsequent year in the city or town
in which the exemption has been so allowed.

(6) Soldiers and sailors who served as aforesaid and were
discharged or released from such service in the manner afore-

said, and who, as a result of disabilities contracted while in

such service and in the line of duty, have a disability rating

of ten per cent or more as determined by the veterans'

administration.

(c) Soldiers and sailors, not exempt under paragraph (a)

or (b), who served as aforesaid and were discharged or re-

leased from such service in the manner aforesaid, and who,
as a result of disabilities contracted while in such service

and in the line of duty, have become permanently incapaci-

tated to an extent equivalent, in the judgment of the asses-

sors, to the disabihty of soldiers and sailors having a disability

rating of ten per cent or more as determined by the veterans'

administration.
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(d) Soldiers and sailors who served in the military or naval
service of the United States in the war of the rebellion, in

the Spanish war, in the Philippine insurrection or in the
Chinese relief expedition and were discharged or released

in any manner other than dishonorably therefrom.
(e) Soldiers or sailors to whom has been awarded the

decoration of the Purple Heart.

(/) Wives of soldiers or sailors entitled to exemption under
any of the foregoing paragraphs and the widows of soldiers

or sailors, who at the time of their death were entitled to

such exemption or who lost their lives while serving in any
of said wars or in said insurrection or said relief expedition.

(g) Fathers and mothers of soldiers or sailors who served

as aforesaid and who lost their lives in such service; pro-

vided, that only two thousand dollars of the real estate of any
such father and mother held jointly by them shall be ex-

empted.
No real estate shall be so exempt which the assessors shall

adjudge has been conveyed to a soldier or sailor or to his

wife, widow, father or mother to evade taxation.

A person aggrieved by the judgment of the assessors may
appeal to the county commissioners or to the appellate tax

board within the time and in the manner allowed by section

sixty-four or sixty-five, as the case may be.

The words "soldiers and sailors", as used in this clause,

shall include those who served in the army, navy, naval
reserve, marine corps, marine corps reserve, coast guard,

coast guard reserve, army nurse corps or navy corps of the

United States or any corps or unit of the United States es-

tablished for the purpose of enabling women to serve with,

or as auxiliary to, the armed forces of the United States, but
shall not apply to those who have not been in active service.

Ed.V,' soil's, Section 2. Said section 5 of said chapter 59 is hereby
et^ •J^ti'p'" further amended by striking out clause Twenty-third, as

most recently amended by chapter 647 of the acts of 1947,

and inserting in place thereof the following:—
Poll tax. Twenty-third, Soldiers and sailors who served in the mili-

tary or naval service of the United States in the war of the

rebellion, in the Spanish war, in the Philippine insurrection

or in the Chinese relief expedition and were discharged or

released in any manner other than dishonorably therefrom,

shall be assessed for, but shall be exempt at their request

from the payment of, a poll tax. Approved July 12, 1949.

Chap.5S5 An Act authorizing the city of pittsfield to borrow
MONEY FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. For the purpose of acquiring land and con-

structing and originally equipping and furnishing new school

buildings, and for the purpose of constructing additions to

existing school buildings and originally equipping and fur-


