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By Mr. Giordano of Methuen, petition of Larry F. Giordano and
Nicholas J. Costello relative to the alleviation of certain financial
burdens imposed on the city known as the town of Methuen by the
flooding of the Merrimack River on May twenty-eighth through dune
third, nineteen hundred and eighty-four. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Eight

An Act relative to the alleviation of certain financial burdens

IMPOSED ON THE CITY KNOWN AS THE TOWN OF METHUEN BY THE

FLOODING OF THE MERRIMACK RIVER ON MAY TWENTY-EIGHTH
THROUGH JUNE THIRD, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOUR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and br the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. To provide for the purposes of disasterrelief and
2 to meet the expense of public services incurred during the flood
3 and to aid the disaster victims of the flood of the Merrimack River
4 in the City known as the Town of Methuen on May twenty-eighth
5 through June third, nineteen hundred and eighty-four, the sum
6 of thirty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated from the local
7 aid fund. The secretary of administration is hereby directed to
8 grant said thirty thousand dollars to the Town of Methuen to meet
9 the expense of restoring and providing police, fire and public

10 works and other public services utilized by said Town for the

11 purposes of aiding the flood victims and maintaining the public
12 ways during the Rood of the Merrimack River in said Town from
13 May twenty-eighth to June third, nineteen hundred and eighty-
-14 four.

1 SECTION 2. The Board of Assessors in the City known as the
2 Town of Methuen, on application for abatement in respect to the
3 tax on real estate and personal property for the fiscal year nineteen
4 hundred and eighty-five, filed in compliance with the provisions
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5 of Section fifty-nine of Chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws,
6 may grant an abatement of such tax, or that portion thereof, which
7 relates to the assessment on land and buildings or on personal
X property thereon which, in the opinion of the Assessors, will
9 provide an equitable adjustment for losses to such land and

10 building or on personal property arising out of repairs caused or
I I damages sustained by virtue of the floods; or the assessors may
12 request the commissioner of revenue under the provisions of
13 section eight of chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws to give
14 authority to abate in whole or in part that portion of the tax on
1 5 property wholly or partially so destroyed which relates to the tax
1 6 on such real estate and buildings or on personal property thereon,
17 and which may be or has been levied against those who were the
IX owners of record of property on January first, nineteen hundred
19 and eighty-four, or subsequent owners who have assumed a part
20 of the tax, as in their opinion provides an equitable adjustment.
21 Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, application for
22 abatement under this act shall be filed no later than thirty days
23 after the effective date of this act.
24 Abatements authorized by this act shall not exceed, in total
25 fifty thousand dollars.
26 Lo reimburse said Lown of Methuen for any abatements
27 granted pursuant to this act, the sum of fifty thousand dollars is
28 hereby appropriated from the local aid fund. The Commissioner
29 ol Revenue is hereby authorized to reimburse to said Town of
30 Methuen an amount up to said fifty thousand dollars, equal to
31 those abatement amounts actually granted under this act, upon
32 satisfactory proof being submitted to him by the Board of
33 Assessors of the Town of Methuen.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


