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By Miss Travinski of Southbridge, petition of Marilyn L. Travinski,
Louis P. Bertonazzi, Frances F. Alexander. Daniel E. Bosley, Robert
A. Havern and Shannon P. O’Brien relative to the flagging of missing
persons school records to alert interested parties that the record is
that of a missing person. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Eight

An Act relative to the flagging of missing persons school
RECORDS.

Be it enacted hy Ihe Senate and House ofRepresentatives in (ieneral
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 22A of the Massachusetts General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section 8 the following new section:
4 SECTION 9. Upon receipt or report of a missing child, the law
5 enforcement authorities shall notify the last such known
6 elementary or secondary school, either public or private, that the
7 missing child or person had been enrolled in as to their
8 disappearance. If the law enforcement authorities have reason to
9 believe that a missing child or person has been enrolled in a specific

10 Massachusetts school, they shall notify such school as to their
11 disappearance. Upon notification by the law enforcement
12 authorities of a child’s disappearance, each elementary and
13 secondary school, either public or private, in which the child is
14 currently or was previously enrolled shall flag the record of that
15 child in such a manner that whenever a copy of or information
16 regarding the record is requested, said school(s) shall be
17 alerted to the fact that the record is that of a missing child.
18 The school(s) shall immediately report to the law enforcement
19 authorities any request concerning flagged records or
20 knowledge as to the whereabouts of any missing child. The school
21 shall also immediately report to the local law enforcement
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22 authorities any affidavit received pursuant to this section
23 which appears inaccurate or suspicious in torm or content.
24 Any elementary or secondary school, either public or private,
25 that is requested to forward a copy of a transferring students
26 record to the new school shall comply accordingly, unless the
27 record has been flagged pursuant to this section. In which case
28 the copy shall be forwarded and the requested school shall
29 subsequently notify the law enforcement authorities of the
30 request.
31 Upon learning of the discovery of a missing child, the law
32 enforcement authorities shall so notify any school previously
33 informed of the child’s disappearance, and the school(s) shall
34 remove the tlag from the person’s record.
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