
No. 4635HOUSE
By Mr. Hornblower of Groton, petition of Augusta Hornblower

and Patricia A. Walrath that cities and towns be authorized to
establish regional prison districts. Human Services and Elderly
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Eight

An Act authorizing cities andtowns to form regionalprisons for

PROFIT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 41 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1986
2 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after section 99K,
3 the following four sections: -

4 Section 99L. The purpose of this and the three following
5 sections, which shall be designated and may be known as “The
6 regional prison district law,” is to permit two or more cities or
7 towns to establish a regional prison district and organize a
8 common prison for profit to serve and protect the inhabitants of
9 said municipalities.

10 Section 99M. Any group of cities and towns may, by vote of
11 their respective legislative bodies, vote to establish a regional
12 prison district, the area of jurisdiction of which shall be the
13 combined corporate limits of the member municipalities.
14 Section 99N. In municipalities using official ballots at local
15 elections, acceptance of the provisions of the regional prison
16 district law shall be by vote in answer to the following questions
17 to be placed on the official ballot at an annual town election or
18 a city election as hereinafter provided, and in towns not using
19 official ballots at town elections such acceptance shall be by vote

20 at an annual town meeting. Upon the filing, with the clerk of any
21 city or town using official ballots at city or town elections, or of
22 a petition signed by the board of selectmen or the mayor
23 requesting that the question of accepting the provisions of the
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24 regional prison district law be placed upon the official ballot, the
25 clerk shall place such questions on the official ballot for the next
26 town election occurring more than thirty days after the filing of
27 such petition or the next city election. The questions to be voted
28 on shall be:

or city of29 A. Shall the town of accept
30 the provisions of sections ninety-nine Lto ninety-nine O inclusive,
31 of chapter forty-one of the General Laws, providing for the
32 establishment of a regional prison district, together with the
33 municipalities of ? |y£S. '

NO,
34 If a majority of the voters in each municipality voting on said
35 question is in the affirmative, the proposed regional prison district
36 shall be deemed to be established.
37 In cities, by a vote of the city council or board of aldermen,
38 as the case may be, acceptance of the provisions of the regional
39 prison district law, shall be by a two-thirds vote ofthe membership
40 thereof, and if the vote on said question is in the affirmative, the
41 proposed regional prison district shall be deemed to be
42 established.
43 Section 990. A regional prison district established under
44 section ninety-nine N shall be a body politic and corporate with
45 the following powers and duties:
46 (a) To adopt a name and a corporate seal, and the engraved
47 or printed facsimile of such seal on a bond or note of the district
48 shall have the same validity and effect as though such seal were
49 impressed thereon.
50 (b) To sue and be sued, but only to the same extent and upon
51 the same conditions that a city or town may sue or be sued.
52 (c) To acquire property within the municipalities comprising the
53 district under the provisions of chapter seventy-nine and section
54 fourteen of chapter forty for the purposes of the district, and to

55 construct, reconstruct, add to, remodel, make extraordinary

56 repairs to, equip, organize and operate a prison facility or facilities
57 for the benefit of the cities and towns comprising the district, and
58 to make any necessary contracts in relation thereto.
59 (d) To incur debt for the purpose of acquiring land and
60 constructing, reconstructing, adding to and equipping a prison
61 building or buildings, or portions thereof, for a term not exceeding
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62 twenty years or for the purpose of remodeling and making
63 extraordinary repairs to a prison building or buildings for a term

64 not exceeding ten years; and provided, that written notice of the
65 amount of the debt and of the general purposes for which it was
66 authorized shall be given to the mayor and the board of selectmen
67 in each of the city or towns comprising the district not later than
68 seven days after the date on which said debt was authorized by
69 the district commission; and no debt may be incurred until the
70 expiration of thirty days from the date on which said debt was
71 so authorized; and prior to the expiration of said period any
72 member city or town of the regional prison district may hold a
73 meeting for the purpose of expressing disapproval of the amount
74 of debt authorized by the district commission, and if at such
75 meeting in any member town a majority of the voters present and
76 voting thereon express disapproval of the amount authorized by
77 the district commission, and in a city, by a two-thirds vote of the
78 city council, said debt shall not be incurred and the district prison
79 commission shall prepare another proposal which may be the
80 same as any prior proposal and an authorization to incur debt
81 therefor.
82 (e) To issue bonds and notes in the name and upon the full faith
83 and credit of said district; said bonds or notes shall be signed by
84 the chairman and treasurer of the regional prison district
85 commission, except that said chairman by a writing bearing his
86 written signature and filed in the office of said treasurer, which
87 writing shall be open to public inspection, may authorize said
88 treasurer to cause to be engraved or printed on said bonds or notes
89 a facsimile of said chairman’s signature, and such facsimile
90 signature so engraved or printed shall have the same validity and
91 effect as said chairman’s written signature, and each issue of bonds
92 or notes shall be a separate loan.
93 No such bonds and notes shall be issued until the commission
94 certifies to the mayor and the selectmen of each of the member
95 municipalities that the project, including all capital costs and total
96 expenses for operations and maintenance shall be sufficient to
97 defray all the expenses of the project facility and all revenues
98 exceeding such expenses shall be returned annually to the member
99 municipalities as profit.
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