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By Mrs. Murray of Cohasset, petition of the Mass. Chiefs of Police
Association and Mary Jeanette Murray that provision be made for
the appointment of police officers by police chiefs in certain towns.
Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Eight

An Act providing for the appointmentof police officers by police

CHIEFS IN CERTAIN TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 41 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 96, as appearing in the 1984 Official
3 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following section;
4 Section 96. In any town in which the appointments of police
5 officers are not subject to chapter thirty-one, they shall be made
6 annually or for a term of years, not exceeding three years, as the
7 chief of police of any such town shall determine, and the chief
8 of police may remove such officers for cause at any time during
9 such appointment after a hearing.

1 SECTION 2. And chapter 41 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 97, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:
4 Section 97. In towns which accept this section or have accepted
5 corresponding provisions of earlier laws there shall be a police
6 department established under the direction of the selectmen, who
7 shall appoint a chief of police. Such chief of police shall appoint
8 such other police officers as he deems necessary. The selectmen
9 shall fix the compensation for such chief and for such other

10 officers not exceeding, in the aggregate, the annual appropriation
11 therefor. In any such town in which such appointments are not
12 subject to chapter thirty-one, they shall be made annually or for
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13 a term of years not exceeding three years, as the selectmen shall
14 determine in the appointment of the chief of police, and as the
15 chief of police shall determine in appointment of such other police
16 officers. The selectmen may remove such chief for cause at
17 anytime during such appointment after a hearing, and the chief
18 may remove such other officers for cause at any time during such
19 appointment after a hearing. The selectmen may make suitable
20 regulations governing the police department, and the chief of
21 police may make suitable regulations governing the officers of
22 such department. The chief of police shall be in immediate control
23 of all town property used by the department, and of the police
24 officers, who shall obey his orders.

1 SECTION 3. Section 97A of said chapter 41, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by striking out the second and third sentences
3 and inserting in place thereof the following four sentences: The
4 selectmen of any such town shall appoint a chief of police, and
5 such chief of police shall appoint officers as he deems necessary.
6 The selectmen shall fix the compensation for such chief and such
7 other officers not including, in the aggregate, the annual
8 appropriation therefor. In any such town in which such
9 appointments are not subject to chapter thirty-one, they shall be

10 made annually or for a term of years not exceeding three years,
11 as the selectmen shall determine in the appointment of the chief
12 of police, and as the chief of police shall determine in the
13 appointment of such other officers. The selectmen may remove
14 such chief, and the chief may remove such other officers, for cause
15 at any time after a hearing.
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