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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Eight

An Act relative to real property taxation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Sections twenty-nine through thirty-four of
2 chapter sixty of the General Laws, as appearing in the nineteen
3 hundred and eighty-six Official Edition, are hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 2. No lien, garnishment, attachment or placing of
2 real property in a delinquent tax list or taking of real property
3 for alleged nonpayment of taxes shall take place until after notice
4 has been given the taxpayer of a hearing in the superior court for
5 the purpose of obtaining such a lien, garnishment, attachment or
6 taking, the taxpayer has had an opportunity to be heard on the
7 merits of such attachment or lien, in the defense of his property
8 rights, and the superior court rules that the real property at issue
9 shall be attached.

1 SECTION 3.N0 taxpayer shall be charged a greater percent
2 interest for alleged overdue taxes than he would have been entitled
3 to be paid if the taxpayer overpaid his taxes and was due a refund
4 and no interest charged on delinquent taxes shall exceed two
5 percent more than interest charged the city or town for its routine
6 borrowing.

1 SECTION 4. Any real estate taxpayer shall be permitted to
2 pay any amount on alleged overdue taxes principal up to the
3 actual public notice of a public tax sale, thereby stopping the
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4 accrual of alleged interest due, if the amount tendered is at least
5 one hundred dollars or twenty percent of the taxes owed, which-
6 ever is smaller, without regard to any interest due or claimed. The
7 taxpayer has the right to determine how much of each such
8 payment shall be applied to taxes and how much to interest.

1 SECTION 5. There shall be no interest charged for alleged
2 interest due on unpaid taxes or compounding of interest, nor shall

any home be taken for nonpayment of interest alone

SECTION 6. There shall be no private sale of any property
mdered sold for taxes without the express written consent of the

3 taxpayer, and any surplus or difference between the total public
4 sale price of the real property and the taxes, interest, and court
5 cost allegedly due shall be returned to the property owner
6 immediately upon receipt of the sale price from the purchaser.

1 SECTION 7. No undue pressure shall be placed on real
2 property owners by a tax collector or city or town clerk or
3 treasurer petitioning the land Court to restrain the taxpayer from
4 redeeming his property by paying the taxes allegedly due.

1 SECTION 8. Any real property taxpayer shall have the right
2 to request a reduction of the assessment on his real property,
3 which reduction shall, if made, exist until the next town-wide
4 reassessment, and not merely abated for one fiscal year. The
5 practice of requiring “abatements” of assessments each year shall
6 be abolished.

1 SECTION 9. Any taxpayer shall have the right to appeal the
2 county commissioner’s action on his appeal to them from the town
3 assessors’ action on the taxpayer’s request for reduction of his
4 assessment. The decision of the county commissioners shall be
5 appealable to the superior court.

1 SECTION 10. The land court shall be required to provide trial
2 by jury, a transcript of all proceedings, and rulings on all inter-
-3 locutory matters coming before it, and notify all litigants of these
4 rights, preserved to the landowners by the constitutions of the
5 United States and Massachusetts.
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1 SECTION 11. The land court will require a statement from
2 any town or city petitioning it in any real estate tax matter, which
3 statement will show the principal amount(s) due, when they
4 became due, the percent of interest and amount of interest due
5 on the day of filing of the petition, the amounts tendered by the
6 taxpayer for the various years’ taxes and/or interest, and when
7 the amounts were tendered, with a copy of any computer entries
8 concerning the allegedly delinquent taxes.

1 SECTION 12. The land court may refer any issues of alleged
2 real estate taxes and interest due, amounts tendered or paid by
3 the taxpayer, and the taxpayer’s ability to pay taxes to the county
4 District Court for determination by a jury. The taxpayer shall be
5 entitled to, and informed of, his right to trial by jury in either
6 court.

1 SECTION 13. The taxpayer has the option of depositing up
2 to the actual time of trial in the Land Court, of at least 40% of
3 the principal ofthe real estate tax or taxes due in a bank designated
4 by the Land Court, to stay any additional interest charges on the
5 principal so deposited, and the town may use this principle paid
6 in to meet the expenses of the town.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.




