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By Mr. Rosenberg of Amherst, petition of Stanley C. Rosenberg

and other members of the General Court relative to the recycling of
plastic products. Energy.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Eight

An Act to encourage the recycling of plastic products.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 94 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 321 and inserting in its place the
3 following new section:
4 Section 321. In sections 321 to 327, inclusive, the following
5 definitions shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
6 have the following meaning;
7 “Beverage”, soda water or similar carbonated soft drinks,
8 mineral water, beer and other malt beverages, mixed wine drinks
9 and other mixed spirit drinks, but shall not include alcoholic

10 beverages other than beer, malt beverages, mixed wine drinks and
11 mixed spirit drinks as defined in chapter 138, and shall also not
12 include dairy products, natural fruit juices, or wine.
13 “Beverage container”, any sealable bottle, can, jar, or carton
14 which is primarily composed of glass, metal, plastic, or any
15 combination of those materials, and is produced for the purpose
16 of containing a beverage. This definition shall not include
17 containers made of biodegradable material.
18 “Bottler”, any person filling beverage containers for sale to
19 distributors or dealers.
20 “Consumer”, any person who purchases a beverage in a
21 beverage container for use or consumption with no intent to resell
22 such beverage.
23 “Dealer”, any person, including any operator of a vending
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24 machine, who engages in the sale of beverages in beverage
25 containers to consumers in the commonwealth.
26 “Distributor”, any person who engages in the sale of beverages
27 in beverage containers to dealers in the commonwealth, including
28 any bottler who engages in such sales.
29 “Non-food liquid container”, any sealable bottle, can, jar, or
30 carton which is primarily composed of glass, metal, plastic, or any
31 combination of those materials, and is produced for the purpose
32 of containing shampoo, body oil, detergent, cleanser, motor oil
33 and other automobile fluids, or other non-edible liquid.
34 “Non-solid food container”, any sealable bottle, can, jar, or
35 carton which is primarily composed of glass, metal, plastic, or any
36 combination of those materials and is produced for the purpose
37 of containing food condiments, edible oils, or other non-solid food
38 products.
39 “Reusable beverage container”, any beverage container so
40 constructed and designed that it is structurally capable of being
41 refilled and resold by a bottler at least ten times after its initial
42 use.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter is further amended by adding after
2 section 322 the following new section:
3 Section 322A. No beverage container, non-solid food
4 container, or non-food liquid container sold or offered for sale
5 in the commonwealth which is composed of plastic, including
6 containers made of biodegradable material, shall be composed of
7 more than one type of plastic resin.
8 The provisions of this section shall take effect on June 30, 1990.
9 Section 3228. The attorney general and district attorneys shall

10 enforce the provisions of section 322A. Any distributor who
11 violates any provisions of said section shall be subject to a civil
12 penalty of ten thousand dollars for a first violation and subject
13 to a civil penalty of twenty-five thousand dollars for any
14 subsequent violation; provided, however, that any penalties
15 collected through the provisions of this section shall be allocated
16 to the bureau of solid waste disposal, said funds to be used for
17 recycling and waste reduction programs; provided further that the

1 8 attorney general and district attorneys may retain a portion of said
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19 funds to cover the direct costs of enforcing particular violations
20 of the provisions of section 322A.

1 SECTION 3. Said chapter is further amended by striking out
2 section 327 and inserting in its place the following new section: -

3 Section 327. The attorney general and district attorneys shall
4 enforce the provisions of sections 321 to 322, inclusive, and
5 sections 323 to 327, inclusive. Any bottler, distributor, redemption
6 center, or dealer who violates any provisions of said sections shall
7 be subject to a civil penalty for each violation of not more than
8 one thousand dollars.




