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Chap.222 An Act further regulating the number of licenses
THAT MAY BE ISSUED IN CITIES AND TOWNS FOR THE SALE
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

EdViIs^in Section 17 of chapter 138 of the General Laws is hereby
etc., 'amended! amended by striking out the next to the last paragraph, as

most recently amended by chapter 666 of the acts of 1945,

and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph :
—

^um'beroT Notwithstanding the provisions hereof, no quota estab-
licenses for Hshed hereunder for any city or town shall be decreased be-

hoHc°beye°ages cause of a loss iu population of less than one thousand in-

dtiw'^lnd
habitants, and no licensee shall be refused a renewal of his

towns. license in any year because of any loss in population as de-

termined by the national census of the year nineteen hun-
dred and fifty or by the state census of the year nineteen

hundred and fifty-five; provided, that if the number of li-

censes authorized hereunder is required to be reduced as the

result of the taking of a federal or state census subsequent
to the year nineteen hundred and fifty, such licenses shall be
cancelled in inverse order to the order in which they were
originally granted. Approved March 15, 1950.

Chap.22S An Act relative to the powers and duties of certain
FRATERNAL BENEFIT SOCIETIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

EdV 176 "^1 32 Section 32 of chapter 176 of the General Laws, as amended
etc!, 'amended.' by sectiou 2 of chapter 309 of the acts of 1943, is hereby

further amended by striking out the last sentence and

andby-Uw^" inserting in place thereof the following: — The constitution

and by-laws may prescribe the officers and elected members
of standing committees, who may be ex officiis directors or

other officers corresponding thereto, and may, with the

approval of the commissioner, provide for a system of absent
voting, other than proxy voting, under which absent mem-
bers entitled to vote may vote in the election of the officers

and directors or similar governing body and on the adoption
of amendments to the constitution and by-laws; provided,

that the commissioner shall not approve any provision for

such a system of absent voting unless the society submitting
such provision for approval satisfies the commissioner that

absent voting is necessary in order to have an adequate
representation of the membership of the society at its elec-

tion; and, provided further, that not less than thirty days
advance notice with copies of the proposed amendments to

the constitution and by-laws which are to be balloted upon
is forwarded to each member of the society; and, provided
further, that the commissioner is satisfied that the proposed
absent voting system requires the ballots to be carefully

guarded against any disclosure of their contents until the

same have been counted at the central meeting place.

Approved March 15, 1950.


