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REGISTRY OF MOTOR VEHICLES

100 NASHUA STREET

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02114, NOVEMBER 2, 1988

The Honorable Michael J. Connolly, Secretary of the Commonwealth
State House, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Secretary Connolly:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 33 of Chapter 30 of the
General Laws, I hereby submit the attached legislative recommenda-
tions by the Registry of Motor Vehicles for consideration during the
1989 legislative session. Accompanying the legislative recommenda-

tions is the required explanation of each bill.

Sincerely,

ROBERT M. HUTCHINSON, Jr.,

®I)E Commontoealrt) of ffla*sacf)u«etW

Registrar of Motor Vehicles.
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This proposal would allow the Registrar to revoke the license of
any person convicted of the unauthorized, manufacture or
distribution of a controlled substance, for a period of five years.

The courts shallbe responsible for notifying the Registry of all such
convictions. The courts may also recommend that a person convicted
of this offense not have his license revoked. This recommendation for
a non suspension would allow the courts to continue plea bargaining
and would therefore assist in the conducting of investigations.

2. An Act further regulating the use of repair plates

This legislation is designed to eliminate the abuse and misuse of
Repair Plates. It has been drafted in conjunction with the Department
of Revenue. Both agencies agree that this legislation would address
the problem by limiting the use of Repair Plates and also by regulating
their issuance.

This Act would accomplish this goal by mandating the following:
Repair Plates would be required to obtain aregistration. Repair Plates
are currently exempt from registration, consequently they are difficult
to track and provide no registration fee.

The Bill would also define the uses of a Repair Plate, authorize the
Registrar to limit the amount of platesx issued to each repair facility,
no such limit currently exists; and remove Repair Plates from excise
tax exemption.

3. An Act further regulating the misuse of driver licenses and
identification cards.

This Act will assist the Registry in its efforts to prevent the misuse
of Driver Licenses and Identification Cards. Section One improves
the existing provisions providing for license suspension for misuse of
an I.D.

i. An Act further regulating the revocation of driver
LICENSES.

RECOMMENDA TIONS OE THE REGISTR Y
OF MOTOR VEHICLES.
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Section Two creates a misdemeanor offense for a forgery or misuse
of an I.D. This reduces the penalty from its present status as a felony.
This reduction would aid the Registry in obtaining convictions for
a violation of this statute. The courts are now reluctant to convict
a young person of forgery, which is currently the only penalty for this
offense.

4. Extension of probationary period for persons appointed

UNDER C. 90, SEC. 29.

This Bill is designed to insure that all newly hired Registry
Inspectors successfully complete their training at the C.J.T.C.
Academy. This goal will be accomplished by changing the start time
of the six months probationary period that all new Inspectors must
undergo; from the date of their hiring, to six months after the date
of their graduation from the Police Academy.

5. An Act further regulating the licensing of motor vehicle
OPERATORS.

SECTION 1. This legislation is required so that Massachusetts law
is in compliance with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Act of 1986.
The Motor Carrier Safety Act mandates that all driving instructors
have a license, but only one license, issued from the instructors’ state
of residence. Therefore, a person residing in New Hampshire, but
teaching in Massachusetts is only required to have a New Hampshire
license.

Massachusetts law currently states that any person teaching drivers
education in the Commonwealth must have a Massachusetts license,
even if they are out of state residents. This Act deletes the sections
that would require this and substitutes language that is compatible
with Federal law.

SECTION2, 3 and 4. These three sections perform the same
function as does Section 1, that is, they amend sections of Chapter
90 that require operators to have licenses from more than one state.
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6. An Act further regulating the registration of motor
VEHICLES.

This bill would allow the Registrar maximum flexibility in setting
time frames for the various registration options.

An Act further regulating the registration of motor
VEHICLES.

This bill would enable the Commonwealth to enter into the
International Registration Plan (1.R.P.). The I.R.P. is a nation-wide
plan that sets uniform regulations for the registration of commercial
vehicles, that engage in interstate commerce.

Under the I.R.P. a motor carrier company registers its vehicle fleet
only in its home state. Under this “base state” approach, registration
fees are apportioned according to the percent of miles traveled in each
member jurisdiction. If a truck does 50% of its business in Mass., 25%
in Rhode Island, and 25% in New Hampshire, the registration fees
are apportioned accordingly.

The I.R.P. is strongly endorsed by the National Governors
Association and the American Association of Motor Vehicle
Administrators. Massachusetts is one of only six states that is not a
member.

8. An Act providing for enhanced enforcement of motor
VEHICLE INSURANCE LAWS.

This legislation would enable the Registry to enforce laws
prohibiting the uninsured operation of motor vehicles.


