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The Honorable Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary of the Commonwealth
State House, Room 340, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Secretary Connolly;
Pursuant to the provisions of section 33 of Chapter 30 of the

General Laws, I am pleased to submit to you the Legislative
recommendations of the Office of the Commissioner of Veterans’
Services for the 1989 session of the General Court.

A detailed explanation of the reasons for each recommendation is
attached.

Sincerely,

JOHN HALACHIS,
Commissioner.
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RECOMMENDA TIONS OF THE
COMMISSIONER OF VETERANS’ SERVICES.

An Act relative to the reimbursement of cities and towns
of certain burial expenses of indigent veterans and their
dependents.

This bill would remove the ambiguity created in section 8 of Chapter
115 of the General Laws when section 2 of Chapter 633 of the Acts
of 1983 increased the amount of the burial allowance payable
to indigent veterans and their dependents.

Through inadvertance, this Act failed to remove the third sentence
of section 8 which was inconsistent with the amendment.

This bill would strike out the third sentence and remove the
inconsistency. This amounts to a technical correction only and would
have no financial impact.

Enactment of this legislation would greatly clarify the interpretation
of section 8 of Chapter 115.

2. An Act relative to civil service examination fees of
VETERANS.

Paragraph Nofsection sof Chapter 31 of the General Laws permits
the Personnel Administrator of the Department of Personnel
Administration to establish a schedule of fees to be collected from
applicants taking civil service examinations, and to provide for the
waiver of such fees in appropriate instances. The Administrator has
presently waived the fee requirement for approximately 25 various
groups of individuals.

This bill would specifically exempt war time veterans from the fee
requirement.

3. An Act relative to the annuity paid to certain blind,
PARAPLEGIC, AND AMPUTEE VETERANS.

Presently, 280 severely disabled blind, paraplegic, and amputee
veterans receive an annuity of $500.00 annually pursuant to section
6B of Chapter 115 of the General Laws.

The amount of this annuity has not changed since the payments
began pursuant to Chapter 660 of the Acts of 1949. This bill would
increase the amount of the annuity from $500.00 to $1200.00 annually.


