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Accompanying the second recommendation of the Department of
Youth Services (House, No. 319). Human Services and Elderly
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine

An Act relative to the extended commitment of juvenile
OFFENDERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The second paragraph of Section 58 of Chapter 119 of the
2 General Laws as appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the words “or, in the cases of habitual
4 school offenders and truancy violations” and inserting after the
5 words “until such child becomes eighteen,” the following words:
6 unless the complaint is for murder in the first or second degree
7 when the period shall not be longer than until such child becomes
8 twenty-one.
9 The third sentence of Section 65 of Chapter 119 of the General

10 Laws as appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, is hereby amended
11 by inserting after the words “either as a party or as a witness; and”,
12 the following words: —, except when the child is charged with
13 murder in the first or second degree,.
14 The first sentence of Section 16 of Chapter 120 of the General
15 Laws as appearing in the 1984 Official Edition is hereby amended
16 by inserting after the words “Every person committed to the
17 department”, the following words: until the age of eighteen.
18 Section 16 of Chapter 120 is hereby further amended by striking
19 out the second sentence and inserting in place thereof the
20 following sentence: Every person committed to the department
21 until the age of twenty-one either after conviction in criminal
22 proceedings or as a delinquent child by reason of having violated
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23 section 1 of chapter 265, unless already discharged, shall be dis-
-24 charged when such person reaches his twenty-first birthday.
25 Chapter 120 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
26 out Section 19 as appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, and
27 inserting in place thereof the following section: When an order
28 of the department is confirmed as provided in section eighteen,
29 the control of the department over the person shall continue,
30 subject to the provisions of this chapter; but, unless the person
31 is previously discharged in accordance with section six (e), the
32 department shall discharge the person upon his twenty-first birth-
-33 day. The department shall have the power, in order to protect
34 other children and adolescents, to transfer the custody of any
35 person eighteen years of age and older to the department of correc-
-36 tion for placement in an appropriate institution.


