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By Mr. Rosenberg of Amherst, petition of Stanley C. Rosenberg
and John W. Olver (by vote of the town) relative to amending the
housing review by-law in the town of Amherst. Local Affairs. [Local
Approval Received.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine

An Act amending the housing review by-law in the town of
AMHERST.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 72 of the Acts of 1986 is hereby amended
2 in subsection 3 (b) by striking from the first sentence therein the
3 word “five” and inserting in place thereof the word “seven”.
4 Said subsection is further amended by adding at the end thereof
5 the following sentences; A panel of four board members shall
6 be assigned to hear each petition, of whom only three shall preside
7 and vote during the decision. The chair shall appoint the panelists
8 in rotation and according to board members’ schedules. If all four
9 members have been present for the full hearing, upon closing the

10 case, one member of the hearing panel shall be eliminated, by
11 lottery, from the discussion of the findings and the vote on the
12 decision.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter is further amended by striking
2 subsection 3 (c) and inserting in place thereof the following new
3 subsection:
4 (c) Five members of the board shall constitute a quorum for
5 all board meetings except meetings of the board to deliberate and
6 decide petitions after the close of the public hearing, for which
7 three members of the panel as constituted pursuant to section 3
8 (b) shall constitute a quorum. Three members of said panel shall
9 constitute a quorum for all public hearings.
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1 SECTION 3. Said chapter is further amended in sub-
-2 section 3 (g) (2) by adding at the end thereof the following
3 words: provided that nothing in this paragraph shall be
4 construed to exclude any unit from the jurisdiction of the board
5 on the basis that the tenant, or tenants, of such unitreceive subsidy
6 from any governmental unit, agency, or authority under the guide-
-7 lines set forth in the regulations of the relevant governmental unit,
8 agency, or authority; and provided that nothing in this paragraph
9 shall be construed to exclude any unit from the jurisdiction of the

10 board where such exclusion will result in the cancellation or
11 withdrawal, by law, of any subsidy provided to the tenant, or
12 tenants, of such unit by any governmental unit, agency, or
13 authority.

1 SECTION 4. Said chapter is further amended in sub-
-2 section 5 (d) by striking from the first sentence therein the word
3 “fourteen” and inserting in place thereof the word “twenty-eight”.
4 Said subsection is further amended by inserting at the end
5 thereof the following sentence: Notwithstanding the above,
6 failure of the board to act within the 28 day period specified in
7 this section shall not result in the constructive grant or denial of
8 the relief requested.

1 SECTION 5. Said chapter is further amended in sub-
-2 section 5 (e) by striking the first sentence therein and inserting
3 in place thereof the following new sentence: Any orders issued
4 by the board shall remain in effect for a period of one year from
5 the date of filing unless modified by the board.
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