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probate as aforesaid, a copy of the will or of the official

record thereof duly authenticated by the proper officer having
custody of such will or record in such state or country to-

gether with an affidavit, in each case, by the petitioner or

other person having knowledge of the facts, stating the names
and residences of the known heirs and next of kin of the

testator living at his death and their relationship to the

testator; and the court shall thereupon assign a time and
place for a hearing and cause notice thereof to be given to

all persons interested by publication in a newspaper three

weeks successively, the first publication to be thirty days
at least before the time assigned for the hearing.

Approved May 2, 1950.
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C/iap.391 An Act granting the superior court jurisdiction in

EQUITY in suits RELATIVE TO THE CITATION OF EXECUTORS
AND ADMINISTRATORS OF DECEASED DEFENDANTS IN

PERSONAL ACTIONS THE CAUSE OF WHICH SURVIVES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 5 of chapter 228 of the General Laws, as most
recently amended by section 1 of chapter 406 of the acts of

1937, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
"judicial", in line 6, the words: — or superior, — and by
striking out, in line 26, the word "said" and inserting in

place thereof the word:— the, — so as to read as follows:—
Section 5. Such citation shall be returnable at such time

as the court may order and shall be served fourteen days
at least before the return day; but it shall not issue after

the expiration of one year from the time such executor or

administrator has given bond, except that if the supreme
judicial or superior court, upon a bill in equity filed by a
plaintiff or former plaintiff in a personal action the cause

of which survives and who had a right to take out such a

citation against the executor or administrator of a sole

defendant but who did not do so within the time limited in

this section, deems that justice and equity require it and
that such party is not chargeable with culpable neglect in

not taking out such citation within the time so limited, it

may order such executor or administrator to appear in that

action and defend the same and may order that any finding,

verdict, order, judgment or other act therein entered or done,

which otherwise would prevent the prosecution of the cause

to determination on its merits, be vacated, and upon the

filing therein of a copy of the decree ordering the vacation

thereof such finding, verdict, order, judgment or other

act shall stand vacated, and it may make further orders,

all so that said action may proceed to final determination

on its merits as though such executor or administrator had
been cited in within the time limited by this section. If

at the hearing of such a bill in equity it shall be made to

appear to the court that the legal representative of the

deceased person within nine months of his appointment
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failed to notify in writing the petitioner of such death and
failed wnthin said nine months duly to suggest such death
in such action, such facts may be sufficient ground for grant-
ing the relief herein authorized. Neither such relief nor the
final determination of such action shall affect any payment
or distribution not concerned with said action which was
made before the filing of such bill in equity.

Approved May 2, 1950.

C/mp.392An Act authorizing the issuance of annual or blanket
accident or health insurance policies to volunteer
fire departments.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 110 of chapter 175 of the General Laws, as most g. l. (Ter.

recently amended by section 3 of chapter 676 of the acts of §^ii^6/Jtc'.,

1949, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word amended.

"department", in line 8, the words: — or volunteer fire

department. Approved May 2, 1950.

Chap.SdSAn Act making certain provisions of law relating to
DISPOSITION OF bonds OF GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANIES
APPLICABLE TO ALL LONG-TERM NOTES, DEBENTURES OR
OTHER EVIDENCES OF INDEBTEDNESS ISSUED BY SUCH
COMPANIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby amended by g. l. (Ter.

striking out section 15, as appearing in the Tercentenary amended^.'
^

Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following sec-

tion: — Section 15. A gas or electric company, under the Disposition

supervision of the department, selling, offering for sale, or ClnuIJ-es! ttc.

issuing under sections thirteen and fourteen bonds, deben-
tures, notes or other evidences of indebtedness, exclusive of

stock, payable at periods of more than five years after the
date thereof, shall invite proposals for the purchase thereof

by advertisements in two or more newspapers published in

the city or town where it is situated, if there be such, and
in two or more newspapers published in Boston. It may,
however, reserve the right to reject any and all bids. It need
not invite such proposals with respect to an issue of bonds,
debentures, notes or other evidences of indebtedness not
exceeding one million dollars in face amount. The depart-
ment may grant an exemption from part or all of the require-

ments of this section whenever it finds after a public hearing
that the granting of such exemption is in the public interest.

If no such proposal is accepted, it may sell the whole or any
part of said bonds, debentures, notes or other evidences of

indebtedness to any person or corporation in such manner,
at such times, and upon such terms, but in no case at less

than the par value or face amount thereof to be actually
paid in cash, as its directors shall determine.

Approved May 2, 1950.
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