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Office of the Secretary, Boston, June 1, 1950.

I hereby certify that the accompanying statement was
filed in this office by His Excellency the Governor of the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts at one o'clock and fifteen

minutes, p.m., on the above date, and in accordance with
Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Constitution
said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter four hun-
dred and twenty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and
fifty.

Edward J. Cronin,

Secretary of the Commonicealth.

ChapA2d An Act further defining short lobsters and regulating
THE SALE OR POSSESSION THEREOF.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 130, § 44,
etc., amended.

Sale, etc., of
short lobsters
prohibited.

Penalty.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 130 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 44, as appearing in section 1

of chapter 598 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in place

thereof the following section: — Section 44- Whoever sells,

or offers for sale, or has in possession for a period longer

than is necessary for measuring, or for any purpose other
than legally disposing of the same, at any time up to and
including July fii'st, nineteen hundred and fiftj''-two, a
lobster measuring less than three and three sixteenths

inches in length, and at any time thereafter, a lobster meas-
uring less than three and one quarter inches in length, alive

or dead, cooked or uncooked, measured from the rear of the

eye socket along a line parallel to the center line of the body
shell to the rear end of the body shell, shall be punished by
a fine of not less than five nor more than ten dollars for every
such lobster, and such lobster shall be seized and forfeited,

and shall be disposed of by the director to the best interests

of the commonwealth; and in all prosecutions under this

section any mutilation of any lobster which affects its meas-
urement as aforesaid shall be prima facie evidence that the

lobster was or is less than the required length. This section

shall not apply to common carriers having lobsters in posses-

sion for the purpose of transportation.

Section 2. This act shall take effect on July first, nine-

teen hundred and fifty-one. Approved May 8, 1950.

ChapA24i An Act relative to the breeding and raising of mink.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Ed.V," 1Jrnow Chapter 131 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
§ 105A, added, inserting after section 105, as appearing in section 2 of

chapter 599 of the acts of 1941, the following section: —
r^a'sfni"o^f mink. Scction 105A. For thc purposes of this chapter, mink that
regulated. ' havc bccu propagated in captivity for two or more genera-

tions shall be considered domesticated mammals subject to

all the laws of the commonwealth with reference to possession,

ownership and taxation as are at any time applicable to
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domesticated animals; such domesticated mink and the

pelts or products thereof shall be deemed agricultural

products and shall not be subject to the provisions of sec-

tions sixteen, one hundred and five, one hundred and seven

and one hundred and eleven. The breeding, raising, pro-

ducing in capti\ity and marketing thereof shall be deemed
an agricultural pursuit. For the purposes of this section,

a mink ranch shall be deemed to be any place where mink
as defined by this section are raised and propagated in

captivity. Each mink ranch must be listed with the depart-

ment of conservation on or before February first of each

year, and the premises and the breeding records must be

available for inspection by the commissioner of conservation

or his agents at any reasonable time. The fee for such

listing shall be three dollars annually for which a certificate

shall be issued by the department and shall be posted in a

conspicuous place on the premises at all times. The burden

of proof shall be upon the owner of such a ranch to prove

that all mink possessed are domesticated as defined above.

An}'^ violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of

not more than one hundred dollars.

Approved May 8, 1950

An Act regulating the sealing and testing of meters ChavA25
USED FOR measuring LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 98 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in- g. l. (Ter.

serting after section 28, as appearing in the Tercentenary flsA^^addJd.

Edition, the following section: — Section 28A. Meters for Testing and

measuring liquefied petroleum gas sold in the vapor state meterf used

shall be sealed by the manufacturer thereof as hereinafter
i";''„pfip|f^^_

provided or by a sealer of weights and measures in the town troieum ga"s,

where the meter is used. The director of standards and 'eg^i'^ted.

necessaries of hfe shall prescribe regulations including speci-

fications and tolerances governing the testing and sealing of

such meters by the manufacturers and method of determin-

ing quantity of hquefied petroleum gas, and may authorize

any manufacturer to seal such meters upon written agreement

to conform to said regulations. The director may at any
time for cause revoke the authority so given by him to any
manufacturer. For the purposes of this section the term

"liquefied petroleum gas" shall mean and include any ma-
terial which is composed predominantly of any of the fol-

lowing hydrocarbons or mixtures of the same: propane,

propylene, butane (normal or isobutane) and butylene.

Approved May 8, 1950.
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