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six hundred and seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hundred
and forty-nine in so far as made appHcable to the one and
one half per cent tax imposed by this act shall be credited to

the General Fund of the commonwealth.
Approved July 11, 1950.

Chap.609 An Act relative to civil service status of investi-

gators IN THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE ALCOHOLIC BEVER-
AGES CONTROL COMMISSION.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Any person who is provisionally employed as an investi-

gator by the alcoholic beverages control commission on the

effective date of this act shall become subject to the civil

service laws and rules and his tenure of office shall be un-

limited, subject, however, to said laws, but he shall be

subjected by the division of civil service to a qualifying

examination, and upon passing said examination shall be
certified for such /employment and shall be deemed to be
permanently appointed without being required to serve any
probationary period. Approved July 11, 1950.

Chap.QXO An Act establishing the dedham-westwood water
DISTRICT.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The inhabitants of the to^vns of Dedham
and Westwood liable to taxation in said towns and residing

within the territory comprised within the territorial limits of

said toAvns shall constitute a water district and are herebj'

made a body corporate by the name of the Dedham-West-
wood Water District, hereinafter called the district, for the

purpose of supplying themselves with water for the ex-

tinguishment of fires and for domestic and other purposes,

with power to establish fountains and hydrants and to

relocate and discontinue the same, to regulate the use of

such water and to fix and collect rates to be paid therefor,

and for the purposes of assessing and raising taxes as pro-

vided herein for the payment of such services, and for

defraying the necessary expenses of carrying on the business

of the district, with all the powers and privileges and subject

to the limitations provided for in all general laws now or

hereafter in force relating to such districts, except as other-

wise provided herein. The district shall have power to prose-

cute and defend all actions relating to its property and
affairs.

Section 2. For the aforesaid purposes the district

(a) May become a member of the metropolitan water dis-

trict pursuant to the provisions of chapter ninety-two of

the General Laws;
(h) May contract with any municipality, acting through

its water department, or with any water companj'', or with
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any water district, for whatever water may be required,

authority to furnish the same being hereby granted, and may
enter into such other contracts as may be necessary to

effectuate the purposes of this act;

(c) Maj' take by eminent domain under chapter seventy-
nine or chapter eighty A of the General Laws, or acquire, by
lease, purchase or otherwise, and hold, the waters, or any
portion thereof, of any pond, spring or stream, or of any
ground sources of supply by means of driven, artesian or other
wells, within the territorial limits of the towns of Dedham
and Westwood not already appropriated for the purposes of

a public water supply, and the water and flowage rights

connected mth anj^ such water sources; may take as afore-

said, or acquire by purchase or otherwise, and hold, all lands,

rights of way and other easements necessary for collecting,

storing, holding, purifying and preserving the purity of the
water and for conveying the same to any part of the district

;

provided, that no source of water supply or lands necessary
for preserving the quality of such water shall be so taken
or used without first obtaining the advice and approval
of the department of public health, and that the location

and arrangement of all dams, reservoirs, springs, wells,

pumping, purification and filtration plants and such other
works as may be necessary in carrying out the provisions of

this act shall be subject to the approval of said department;
(d) May construct and maintain on the lands acquired

and held under this act proper dams, wells, springs, reser-

voirs, standpipes, tanks, pumping plants, buildings, fixtures

and other structures, including the establishment and main-
tenance of filter beds and purification works or systems, and
may make excavations, procure and operate machinery and
provide such other means and appliances, and do such other
things as may be necessary for the establishment and main-
tenance of complete and effective water works; and for

that purpose may construct pipe lines, wells and reservoirs,

may establish pumping works, and may construct, lay,

acquire and maintain aqueducts, conduits, pipes and other
works under or over any land, water courses, railroads,

railways, and public or other ways, and along such ways, in

said towTis, in such manner as not unnecessarily to obstruct
the same;

(e) May, for the purpose of constructing, laying, main-
taining, operating and repairing such aqueducts, conduits,
pipes and other works, and for all other purposes of this act,

dig up or raise and embank any such lands, highways or
other ways in such manner as to cause the least hindrance
to public travel on such ways; provided, that the manner in

which all things are done upon any such way shall be subject
to the direction of the selectmen of the respective towns in

which such lands, highways or other ways are located; and
provided, further, that the district shall not enter upon, or

construct or lay any conduit, pipe or other works within the
location of any railroad corporation except at such time and
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in such manner as it may agree upon with such corporation

or, in case of failure to so agree, as may be approved by the
department of public utilities;

(/) May enter upon any lands for the purpose of making
survej^s, test wells or pits and borings, or any of them, and
may take or otherwise acquire the right to occupy tem-
porarily any lands necessary for the construction of any
work or for any other purpose authorized by this act.

Section 3. Any person sustaining damages in his property
by any taking under this act or any other thing done under
authority thereof may recover such damages from the district

under said chapter seventy-nine or said chapter eighty A;
but the right to damages for the taking of any water, water
right or water source, or for any injury thereto, shall not
vest until water is actually withdrawn or diverted under
authority of this act.

Section 4. The district, may from time to time sell

such of the property of the district as shall, in the opinion of
*

its board of water commissioners hereinafter provided for,

be no longer useful in the conduct of the affairs of the district.

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the district,

if it shall have taken by eminent domain or otherwise

acquired the properties of the Dedham Water Company, as

hereinafter provided, and shall have become a member of

the metropolitan water district, may sell such of said prop-

erties, real and personal, as, in the opinion of said board
of water commissioners, are no longer needed by the dis-

trict for the supply or storage of water for the inhabitants

of the district; provided, that the proceeds of any such
sale shall be deposited by the district in a special fund,

designated " Dedham-Westwood Water District Bond Re-
tirement Fund", to be used only for the purpose of paying,

as hereinafter provided, the principal of bonds issued by the

district for the purpose of taking or acquiring the properties

of the Dedham Water Company. In any one year only such
portion of the moneys available in such fund shall be so

used as is equal to an amount computed by dividing the total

amount of said fund at the date of computation by the
number of years remaining between the date of computation
and the latest maturity date of said bonds.
Section 5. The district, for the purposes of paying the

cost of, and expenses incurred in connection with, the taking
or the acquisition of the properties of the Dedham Water
Company as hereinafter provided, and for putting such
properties in a satisfactory operating condition as may be in

the district's opinion needed and as approved by the de-

partment of public health, may, from time to time, borrow
such sums, as may be necessaiy, not exceeding, in the aggre-

gate two million dollars, and may issue bonds or notes

therefor, which shall be payable in not less than thirty

years from their dates and shall bear on their face the words
Dedham-Westwood Water Loan, Act of 1950; and, for the

purpose of paying other necessaiy expenses and liabilities
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incurred under this act, other than expenses as hereinbefore

provided of maintenance and operation, may from time to

time borrow such additional simis as may be necessary, not
exceeding, in the aggregate, the amounts permitted by law
to be borrowed by water districts, and may issue bonds or

notes therefor which shall bear on their face the words,
Dedham-Wcstwood Water Loan and such other distinguish-

ing designation as may be determined by said board of water
commissioners and may, except as may be otherwise herein

provided, exercise the authority granted in, and shall be
subject to the provisions of chapter forty-four of the General
Laws. Indebtedness incurred under this act shall be subject

to the provisions of said chapter forty-four pertaining to such
districts. Each such borrowing and each such issue of bonds
or notes shall constitute a separate loan, shall be authorized
by the affirmative vote of not less than two thirds of all the
members of said board of water commissioners, and shall be
upon the full faith and credit of the district. All bonds or

notes issued under the provisions of this act shall be signed
by the treasurer of the district and countersigned by at

least a majority of the members of said board of water
commissioners, and shall bear the district seal. Bonds or

notes issued and sold in accordance with the provisions hereof

shall be valid notwithstanding any change in the officers of

the district occurring after the signing and sealing of such
bonds or notes, and when such bonds or notes are issued,

executed and delivered as herein provided they shall be
negotiable and shall be obligatory upon the district and its

inhabitants and the property within the limits of the district

according to the tenor and purport thereof. In addition,

subject to the approval of the division of accounts of the
department of corporations and taxation, the district may
borrow from time to time for periods not exceeding one
year in any case, such sums as may be necessary for the
purposes of this act in anticipation of revenue.
Section 6. Not later than the last day of January in

each year said board of water commissioners shall ascertain

whether the income of the district for the year ended on such
last day of January is sufficient to pay in full the cost of

operation of the district, including in such cost of operation
all operating expenses, all maintenance and repair costs, and
all amounts required to be paid during the year ended the
last of the preceding December on account of principal of,

and interest on, indebtedness of the district. If in any year
such income is not sufficient to pay in full such cost of

operation, the district, acting through said board of water
commissioners, shall by majority vote of the members of

said board apportion such deficit between the towns of

Dedham and Westwood in the same proportion as that used
in fixing, pursuant to section seven of this act, the water
rates payable during that year within the respective limits of

each of said towns and the clerk of the district shall forth-

with furnish the respective boards of assessors of the towns
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of Dedham and Westwood with a certified copy of such vote.

The assessors of each such toAvn shall assess the amount so

apportioned to such town as a tax for the then current year
on property within each such town in the same manner in all

respects in which town taxes are required by law to be as-

sessed. Such assessments shall be committed to the respec-

tive town tax collectors, who shall collect said taxes in the
manner provided by law for the collection of town taxes and
shall deposit the proceeds thereof with the treasurer of the
district for the use and benefit of the district.

Section 7. The district, acting by and through said

board of water commissioners, shall, subject to the applicable

provisions of law, fix just and equitable prices and rates for

the use of water and shall prescribe the time and manner of

payment. In the event that the water system operated by
the district shall have been taken by eminent domain, or

otherwise acquired, from the Dedham Water Company, the
district acting through said board of water commissioners,
shall immediately after such taking or acquisition fix the
rates to be paid within the respective territorial limits of the
towns of Dedham and Westwood so that of the total annual
cost of operation, as that term is defined in section six of this

act, 68.63 per cent shall be paid by users of water within the
territorial limits of the town of Dedham and 31.37 per cent

shall be paid by users of water within the territorial limits

of the town of Westwood. This district shall, at the end of

each ten years after such date of taking or acquisition or at

such shorter periods as may from time to time be determined
by it, or as may be directed by a majority vote adopted at a
town meeting of either of said toAvns called for the purpose,
make a valuation of the capital assets then included in the
Avater system of the district, in accordance with generally

accepted accounting principles applicable to water districts,

and shall determine what proportions of such assets are, in

accordance with such accounting principles, allocable to users

of water \Aathin the respective territorial limits of the towns
of Dedham and Westwood. Promptly after making such
determination, the district shall fix the rates to be paid by
users of water within the respective territorial limits of the
towns of Dedham and Westwood so that the respective

proportions of the annual cost of operation, as that term is

defined in section six of this act, of the district to be paid by
users of water within the respective territorial limits of said

towns shall be in accordance with such determination.

If in any year a tax has been levied upon the inhabitants

of the district under the provision of section six of this act,

the district shall fix such prices and rates for the use of water
as to raise within the shortest practicable period the amount
of such tax, and shall, at the end of each year thereafter until

each such town shall have been reimbursed an amount equal
to the amount of the taxes so paid to the district, pay to each
such town so much, if any, of the revenue of the district as is

in excess of the cost of operation. Payments shall be made
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to each such town in the same proportions of such excess as
those in which deficits were apportioned to each of such
to\\iis under the provisions of section six of this act. If in

any year there should be a net surplus remaining after pro-
vitling for the aforesaid reimbursements, such surplus may
be appropriated by the district for such new construction
and replacement reserves as said board of water commis-
sioners may determine, and in the event that a surplus
should remain after payment for such new construction and
reserves, the water rates shall be reduced to the extent that
such surplus may warrant.

Section 8. For the purpose of providing for the pay-
ment of the cost of constructing extensions to its water
system, the district may enter into contracts with persons
who propose to become users of water as a result of such
construction, providing either for the payment by such
persons of a lump sum equal to the cost of such extension
or for the payment by such persons in instalments, over a
period to be agreed upon, of amounts equal in the aggregate
to the cost to the district of such extension, including in

such cost both principal of and interest on borrowings, if

any, made by the district and all other proper charges in-

curred in connection with such construction. Nothing con-
tained in this act shall compel the district to construct
extensions of its system except for the public convenience
and necessity of the inhabitants of the district or if such
extensions are economically unsound but, in case of dis-

agreement as to such public convenience and necessity or
economic unsoundness, any interested party may appeal to
the department of public utilities, and the decision of said
department, made after due notice and a hearing thereon,
shall be final and binding upon all parties.

Section 9. The management and control of all property
acquired by, and the exercise of all the powers, privileges

and duties conferred upon, the district pursuant to any of
the provisions of this act shall be vested in and exercised by
a board of water commissioners which shall be constituted
and elected as provided in section ten of this act; provided,
that no vote of the board of water commissioners authorizing
the issue of bonds or notes under the provisions of section
five of this act, other than for temporary borrowings in

anticipation of revenue, shall become effective before the
expiration of twenty days from the date on which notice of

such vote, stating the principal amount of the bonds or
notes to be issued and the purposes of such issue, shall have
been published in a newspaper of general circulation in the
towns of Dedham and Westwood. If no petition as herein-
after provided for relative to any such vote is filed within
said period of twenty days, such vote shall become effective

upon the expiration of said period. If within said period a
petition signed by registered voters of the towns of Dedham
and Westwood at least equal in number to twenty per cent
of the total number of such registered voters shall be filed
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with the clerk of the district asking that the question of

approving or disapproving such vote be submitted to the

voters of the towns of Dedham and Westwood, such vote
shall be further suspended from becoming effective and the

district shall forthwith request the respective selectmen of

the towns of Dedham and Westwood to call town meetings
in their respective towTis to act upon the question of ap-
proving or disapproving such order. The selectmen of the

towns of Dedham and Westwood shall thereupon call town
meetings of their respective towns for the purposes specified

in such request. If a vote of the district submitted as

aforesaid shall be approved by a majority of those voting at

each of such town meetings, or shall be approved by a
majority of those voting at one of such meetings and dis-

approved by less than two thirds vote adopted at the other

one of such town meeting, such vote shall at once become
effective, but not otherwise in case of such petition.

Section 10. The board of water commissioners provided
for in section nine of this act shall consist of six members, of

whom three shall always be inhabitants of and registered

voters in the to^m of Dedham and three shall always be
inhabitants of and registered voters in the town of West-
wood. No such member shall hold any elective office carry-

ing compensation in, or be an employee of, either of said

towns. Each of the towns of Dedham and Westwood, after

it shall have accepted this act as hereinafter provided, shall,

at an annual election of town officers or at a special election

called for the purpose, elect by ballot three persons to serve

as members of the board of water commissioners, of whom
one shall serve until the expiration of three years, one shall

serve until the expiration of two years, and one shall serve

until the expiration of one year from the date of the next
succeeding annual election of officers for that town, or

until their successors are elected and qualified, and at every
annual election of officers for that town following such next
succeeding annual election of officers one person shall be
elected by ballot to serve as a member of the board of water
commissioners for the term of three years; provided, that

in the case of the election of the initial members of the board
of water commissioners the town of Dedham may elect

three such members at the annual election of officers at which
the qviestion of accepting this act is acted upon and provided,

further, that the initial election of the board of water com-
missioners by either of said towns shall not be effective until

this act shall have been accepted by both of said towns.
Members of the board of water commissioners shall serve

without pay but shall be compensated for their actual ex-

penses as may be necessaiy.

The district acting through its initial board of water com-
missioners shall promptly adopt by-laws describing by whom
and hew meetings of the board may be called, notified and
conducted, establish rules and regulations for the manage-
ment of its affairs not inconsistent with this act or any other
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provision of law, shall appoint, each for such term as it may
determine, a clerk and a treasurer of the district, and such
other officers and employees not specifically provided for

in this act as it may deem necessary and proper and shall

fix their compensation. The treasurer shall not be a member
of the board of water commissioners and shall give bond to

the district in such amount as may be approved by said

board with a surety company authorized to transact business
in the commonwealth as surety. At meetings of the board
of water commissioners four members, of which two must be
from the to\v7i of Dedham and two from the toAvn of West-
wood shall constitute a quorum. Vacancies occurring in the
membership of the boai'd of water commissioners from any
cause may be filled by the town electing such member in the
manner provided by law for the filling of vacancies in elective

positions in such to^vn.

In appointing officers and employees of the district, if it

shall have taken by eminent domain or otherwise acquired
the properties of the Dedham Water Company, the district

shall give preferential recognition to the employment of

former employees of the Dedham Water Company.
The district shall annually render to each of the users of

water in the district a written report of the condition of the
system, the doings of the board of water commissioners and
the receipts and expenditures of the district. The district

shall furnish the selectmen of the towns of Dedham and
Westwood with such information as to the condition of the
system, the doings of the board of water commissioners and
the district and the receipts and expenditures of the district

as ma3^ be reasonably requested by the selectmen of either

of said towns, and such information shall be furnished within
a reasonable time after receipt of such a request.

Section 11. Whoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts, pol-

lutes or diverts any water obtained or supplied under this act,

or wiKully or wantonly injures any reservoir, well, stand-
pipe, aqueduct, pipe or other property owned or used by the
district for any of the purposes of this act, shall forfeit and
pay to the district three times the amount of damages
assessed therefor, to be recovered in an action of tort,

and upon conviction of any of the above wilful or wanton
acts shall be punished by a fine of not more than three
hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one
year, or both.

Section 12. Nothing in this act shall authorize the dis-

trict to supply water for the extinguishment of fire or for

domestic or for other purposes to the inhabitants of the
district without having taken by eminent domain or acquired
as hereinafter provided the franchises, properties and all the
rights and privileges of the Dedham Water Company.
The district, upon the acceptance of this act as hereinafter

provided by the voters of the towns of Dedham and West-
wood, is authorized and empowered to purchase all the rights,

franchises, privileges, properties, real and personal, including
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furniture and equipment, inventories and material and sup-
plies, of the Dedham Water Company, at a price and upon
such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon between
the district and said corporation. In the event that the dis-

trict shall elect to purchase such rights and properties, it

shall give said corporation written notice of such intention,

addressed to such corporation at its principal place of busi-

ness, mailed by registered mail, postage prepaid. If at the
expiration of ninety daj'^s after the date of such notice the
district and said corporation shall have been unable to agree
upon the price for such rights and properties, the district

may, within thirty days thereafter, apply to the department
of public utilities for a determination as to what price should
be paid, having in view the cost of the property less a reason-

able allowance for depreciation and obsolescence and any
other element which may enter into a determination of a
fair value of the property so purchased; provided, that such
value shall be estimated without enhancement on account
of future earning capacity or good will or of exclusive privi-

leges derived from rights in the public ways; and thereupon
said department, after due notice, shall give a hearing thereon
and make the determination aforesaid. If any such property
is subject to any mortgages, liens or other encumbrances,
said department in making its determination shall provide
for the deduction or withholding from the purchase price,

pending discharge, of such sum or sums as it deems proper.

If within thirty days after such determination shall have
been made by said department, said corporation shall notify

the district of its acceptance of the determination as made by
the department and within a further period of thirtj'' days
shall tender to the district a good and sufficient deed of con-

veyance of the property so to be purchased and shall then
place said deed in escrow, the district shall have sixty days
in which to accept or reject said tender, but may accept said

tender only if authorized so to do by the majority vote
adopted at town meetings of each of the towns of Dedham
and Westwood called for the purpose, and the district, if it

accepts said determination, shall have a period of ninety
days from the date upon which the latest of such votes was
adopted, or such further period as may be agreed upon be-

tween the district and said corporation, in which to pay to

said corporation the price determined as hereinbefore pro-

vided. Should said corporation not file such acceptance and
tender within the time so hmited or agreed upon, the district

may take by eminent domain any or all the rights, franchises,

privileges, properties, real and personal, including furniture

and equipment, inventories and material and supplies, of

the Dedham Water Company.
In addition to the right of the district to take or otherwise

acquire the rights, franchises and properties of the Dedham
Water Company as above provided, the district shall have
the right, with the consent of said corporation and its stock-

holders, to purchase at a price to be agreed upon between the
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district and said corporation or its stockholders all the out-
standing capital stock of said corporation for the sole pur-
pose of dissolving and liquidating said corporation and im-
mediately acquiring by transfer all its franchises, properties,

rights, powers and privileges. Such purchase may, but need
not necessarity be, conditioned upon the stockholders pay-
ing any excess of the current liabilities over current assets,

discharging its tax liability and assuming all other liabilities,

fixed or contingent.

Section 13. The acceptance of this act by the to^vns of

Dedham and Westwood shall constitute an acceptance by
the district of sections forty-two A to forty-two F, both in-

clusive, of chapter forty of the General Laws.
Section 14. The question of acceptance of this act shall

be placed in the warrant for the next town meeting in the
to^\^l of Westwood and on the next ballot for the election of

officers for the town of Dedham after the passage of this act.

For the purpose of being submitted to the voters of the towns
of Dedham and Westwood this act shall take effect upon its

passage and shall take full effect upon the acceptance of

this act by both towns, but not otherwise.

Approved July 11, 1950.

An Act authorizing the town of north attleborough (Jfiar) 611
TO borrow money for school purposes.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. For the purposes of acquiring land for, and
constructing and originally equipping and furnishing one
or more school buildings, the town of North Attleborough
may borrow, from time to time, within a period of five years

from the passage of this act, such sums of money as may be
necessary, not exceeding, in the aggregate, four hundred
thousand dollars, and may issue bonds or notes of the town
therefor which shall bear on their face the words. North
Attleborough School Loan, Act of 1950. Each authorized

issue shall constitute a separate loan, and such loans shall

be paid in not more than twenty years from their dates.

Indebtedness incurred under this act shall be in excess of

the statutory limit, but shall, except as provided herein, be
subject to chapter forty-four of the General Laws, exclusive

of the limitation contained in the first paragraph of section

seven thereof.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved July 11, 1950.

An Act providing for extensions of the boundaries (7/iar).612
OF THE BERNARDSTON FIRE AND WATER DISTRICT.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 93 of the acts of 1930, as amended
by chapter 321 of the acts of 1936, is hereby further amended


