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By Ms. Fox ofBoston, petition of Gloria L. Fox and other members
of the House that the Department of Public Health be authorized to
establish a program of medical care and assistance for pregnant
women and minors. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine

An Act establishing universal maternity care.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 The General Law is hereby amended by inserting after Chapter
2 111 G the following chapter:

3

4 The Department of Public Health shall establish a program of
5 medical care and assistance for pregnant women and minors who
6 do not receive medical assistance under Chapter 118 E and who
7 lack private insurance coverage or have such a policy not covering
8 all medically necessary care covered by the program established
9 by this chapter. The department shall furnish such medical

10 assistance to each such pregnant women and minor residing in
11 the Commonwealth whose available income does not exceed such
12 standards for eligibility as are established by the department.
13 Medical assistance furnished pursuant to this section shall be
14 limited to the following care and services:
15 (i) all medically necessary care to maintain health during the
16 course of the pregnancy and delivery, including medically
17 necessary care required for conditions which may complicate the
18 pregnancy or delivery;
19 (ii) all medically necessary post-partum obstetric and
20 gynecological care;

®be Commontocaltf) of 4fla*gatfju*ctt«

CHAPTER 111H



HOUSE - No. 3772 [January 1989]2

f

*

21 (iii) nutritional counseling, social work, and special laboratory
22 tests, which the Institute of Medicine, in its report on preventing
23 low birth weight, found to be important components of care;
24 (iv) newborn care including at least one post-partum pediatric
25 ambulatory visit, or more as indicated for newborns in unstable
26 condition;
27 (v) case management, home health and health education
28 services as needed.
29 The department shall ensure that all women who appear to be
30 eligible for medical assistance under said Chapter 118 E are
31 assisted in enrolling for such coverage. If a women receiving
32 services under the program herein established is found by the
33 Department of Public Welfare to be eligible under said Chapter
34 118E, the Department of Public Welfare shall pay for all such
35 services otherwise reimbursable under Chapter 118E, compensat-
-36 ing the Department of Public Health as necessary.
37 The benefits of such programs shall be available to all
38 financially eligible pregnant women and minors of the
39 Commonwealth. Sufficient funds shall be appropriated to
40 administer and to perform outreach activities designed to identify
41 and encourage the participation of pregnant women and minors,
42 as well as pay for all the above services of this Act. Within six
43 months of the effective date of this Act, the department shall
44 promulgate regulations detailing eligibility criteria, services to be
45 covered, and reimbursement policies. The department shall adjust
46 these regulations as necessary to conform with new standards of
47 care.


